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Experience theMagic

PACIFIC IBIS
P. 61 7 4122 2005     M. 0439 867 131     
E. russell@pacificibis.com.au

ROTAX 912-100HP
FULL VFR  INSTRUMENTS
RESPECTABLE CRUISE 100KTS
EXCEPTIONAL LOW SPEED PERFORMANCE
SHORT TAKE-OFF AND LANDING ROLL
LEATHER SEATS & MATCHING TRIM
LALARGE CARPETED COCKPIT
FULL RANGE OF OPTIONS
STICK OR YOKE

www.pacificibis.com.au

IBIS Magic GS 700
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17 - 18 Chris Drive Lilydale VIC 3140    Email: info@ultraaviation.com.au
Tel: 03 9735 5165  Fax: 03 9735 5699  Web:  www.ultraaviation.com.auUltra Aviation

- All Carbon Fibre - 135 Kts Cruise - Rotax 912 ULS 100hp
- Electronic Constant Speed Propellor
- Kits Available 



 FOR RECREATIONAL PILOTS  . Sport Pilot  7

FIRST let me please correct the article I wrote 
in response to Mr Ramsay’s submission for 
changes to the constitution (Sport Pilot August 
2012). In my response I mentioned another 
AGM. I was, of course, referring to Mr Ramsay’s 
proposal to hold a General Meeting at NATFLY, 
not another AGM. My apologies for this mistake. 
It was noticed only after the magazine had been 
sent to the printers. With regards to these pro-
posed changes it is important for you to have 
your say and I hope the majority of you have 
taken the opportunity to use your vote.

Is it just me or does the time go faster as 
you get older? I cannot believe it has almost 
been a year since I took over as President. So 
much has happened in the 12 months  and 
the staff and members of the board have 
certainly been kept busy. You may or may not 
know it is at the September board meeting 
that the current executive positions (President, 
Secretary and Treasurer) will be disbanded and 
a new executive elected. However, I will have 
one more article to write before the board meet-
ing, so I will save the reflection of my time as 
President until then.

Obviously, we will have the AGM on the 
morning of September 22, followed immedi-
ately by the board meeting from 22 to 24 Sep-
tember. I hope many of you will be able to make 
the trip to Heck Airfield at Jacobs Well to attend. 
The AGM is scheduled to start at 11am so en-
sure you arrive in plenty of time. It is planned to 
hold a lunch for all members following the AGM, 

which will allow you the opportunity to meet 
your board members in a less formal setting 
and get to know them better. 

In addition to the AGM I want to remind you 
there are two RA-Aus sponsored fly-ins planned 
for the end of September - WESTFLY at Whitegum 
Farm and organised by our Western Australia 
board member, Gavin Thobaven; and NORRA-
Aus at Monto, organised by one of our South 
Queensland board members, Myles Breitkreutz. 

Both events have been well advertised 
and you will see the final information for these 
events in this magazine. If you are able to make 

it to either of them, I am sure you will enjoy the 
weekend and because of the number of forums 
planned, I am sure you will also get something 
positive out of it. 

Looking at the calendar of events in this 
magazine there is plenty going on, so if you are 
unable to attend the RA-Aus sponsored fly-ins 
go along to one of the other ones and give them 
your support.

I have reported a number of times about 
problems we have had with aircraft registra-
tions and some documentation in our files. 
Unfortunately, some of the problems continue, 
which is very frustrating for some aircraft manu-

facturers and owners. However, I can say we are 
doing all we can to resolve these issues in as 
short  a time as possible.

On a brighter note, I am pleased to inform 
you that Wayne Mathews recently nominated 
a former board member, Carol Richards for a 
Meritorious Service Award for her positive con-
tribution to RA-Aus over a number of years. 

The nomination was approved by the board. 
The official announcement will be made at the 
AGM and the award presented to her there if 
she is able to attend. Thank you and well done 
Carol; I have no doubt your positive contribu-

tion to RA-Aus will continue for many 
years to come.

A recent development is that one of our 
board members from NSW/ACT, Michael 
Apps, has joined the CASA flying training 
panel and he will have attended his first 

meeting by the time you read this. This panel is 
designed to give CASA advice on the strategic 
way ahead for pilot training and aviation safety. 
The panel is not there to deal in the day to day 
issues faced by the average flight training facil-
ity. Issues of this nature should continue to be 
addressed to the CEO and/or Ops Manager. Mi-
chael will give the board a report following his 
meeting and we will endeavour to inform you of 
anything significant which comes out of it.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at the AGM. Until then, I will finish by re-
minding everyone to commit to remaining safe 
while enjoying your passion for aviation. 

President’s  
Report
Steve Runciman

 It is important for 
you to have your say
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calendar of events

McIntyre Aero Club 
annual Fly-In
8-9 September 
At Goondiwindi, Qld. Dinner Saturday - 
Meet the pilots and drinks at the club 
house, bookings essential. Sunday fly-in 
breakfast starting at 7am. In conjunction 
with the Gourmet in Gundy Festival which 
starts at 10am Sunday. For Goondiwindi 
accommodation www.goondiwindi.qld.au
For more information: Marg Scells (07) 4677 
5186 or email PSS@bigpond.com.au.

Battle of Britain  
memorial weekend
15-16 September 
Superlight Aircraft Club of WA will host the 
event at the Bindoon “abandoned” airfield, 
Dewars Pool Rd, Bindoon, WA. The event will 
pay tribute to the bravery and sacrifices of the 
men Winston Churchill described as “The Few”. 
Flying activities on Saturday followed by a Battle 
of Britain mess party theme night in the club 
house. Come along in your period costume.
Dawn Patrol on Sunday morning before 
breakfast. All aircraft welcome. For more 
information: secretary@slacwa.org.au

Ausfly
13-16 September 
Narromine Airport. Australia’s recreational 
and sport aviators will get together for what 
is shaping up to be Australia’s biggest ever 
general aviation event. The organisers 
say they will unify our vibrant and diverse 
aviation organisations for a spectacular 
weekend of airborne action.
Maintenance seminars, workshops, air 
displays, Jabiru Reunion, Convention Dinner 
Saturday night.
For information on camping and 
accommodation: www.ausfly.com.au or 
Carol Richards
drcrcar@gmail.com (02) 6978 1767  
Mob: 0407 574 467.

Wings over Warwick 
8 September 
Queensland Recreational Aircraft Association incorporating Warwick Aero Club (www.qraa.
info) will host the event at Warwick Aerodrome (YWCK) - 1600m, all bitumen, no landing fees. 
(www.warwickaerodrome.com) All aircraft welcome. Classic cars, motorcycles and model 
planes. Food and drinks available from 7am. Avgas available. Fundraising for Royal Flying 
Doctor Service.  For more information: Kelvin Hutchinson 0407 733 836, Phil Goyne (07) 
4666 1676 or Graham Hawthorne 0427 377 603.

>> Sherri Green trying 
her hand at flying an 
aircraft from the Adelaide 
Soaring Club over the 
Barossa Valley.

Come Fly, Come Try and Fly-In
9 September
The Adelaide Soaring Club at Gawler Aerodrome will hold both a fly-in for visiting aircraft and 
a day for the public to come and try flying for themselves in Light Sport Aircraft, trikes or high 
performance gliders.
Plenty of aircraft and instructors will be on hand with special deals, particularly for those who 
wish to continue their flying career. Free entry.
A variety of sport aircraft, gliders, motor gliders, warbirds, models, ultra-lights, powered 
parachutes, helicopter, classic cars and more will be on display.
For more information: Phil 0427 868 568 or Karl 0414 701 019.

2012
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Join Australia’s recreational and sport aviators 

for this history-making, first ever aviation 

event in this country that unifies our vibrant 

and diverse aviation organisations for a 

spectacular weekend of airborne action!

• Warbirds

• Homebuilts

• Vintage aircraft

• Ultralights

• Aerobatic displays

• Gliders

• Hang Gliders

• Helicopters

• Skydivers

• Gyros
• Model Aircraft

• Joy Flights

• Ground exhibitors

Narromine Airport

13th–16th September 2012

www.ausfly.com.au

Australia’s private & sport aviators together under the one sky

Norra-Aus 
Fly-In
29 September 
- 1 October
Monto will be 
the place for all 
RA-Aus aircraft to 
gather. For more 
Information, see 
elsewhere in this 
edition.

RA-Aus WESTFLY Fly-In
29 September - 1 October
Whitegum Farm is a wonderful aviation jewel just east 
of York and only about 1.5 hours drive from Perth. It has 
on its own grounds - no fewer than four runways to suit 
any landing requirement. It has entertainment, hangar, 
workshop and accommodation facilities all in the one 
venue. Underwing camping encouraged. There are 
facilities to bring a caravan or camper and, if you are really 
quick, you might be le to book one of the accommodation 
units on the venue. Local community groups will provide all meals. 
If you plan on staying overnight an evening meal on the field will be 
provided. For more information: www.westfly.com.au. 
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6th Catalina Festival Fly-In
3 November
Ex RAAF Flying Boat Base Rathmines – Lake 
Macquarie NSW. The spiritual home of marine 
aviation. Flying boats, floatplanes. All welcome. 
Many attractions. Will commemorate the 
aircrew who served at the base during World 
War 2 with a building housing a Catalina and 
Museum. For more information:
Bill Hitchcock (02) 4944 8189, 0438 448 
115 Wildbill1928@bigpond.com or Mike Usher 
(02) 4975 2257, 0402 460 285 mikeandlyn@
southernphone.com.au

Pancake Breakfast  
Fly-In 
7 October 
The G V Aero Club at Shepparton will host 
the brekky at Wahring Field (30kms south 
of Shepparton). YWHG S 36 40.8 E 145 
14.6 CTAF 121.1 Rwy 03/21
Lucky landing time prize. For more 
information: Martin 0418 467 846.

Jamestown Air 
Spectacular
14 October
More than 100 aircraft, aerobatics and 
spectacular pyrotechnics. For more 
information: www.jamestownflyinggroup.
com.au, Chris 0428 485 651 or Sharon 
0439 526 676

Motors in Motion
27 October
Kingaroy Aerodrome. Planes, cars, motorbikes, tractors and lots of other things which 
rely on motors. A fly-in as well as car and motorbike gymkhanas. Remote controlled 
aircraft and cars. An aerial ping pong drop for the kids.
For more information: www.sbmotorsinmotion.com or Kevin 0428 622 749

Jacaranda Muster 
27-28 October 
The Grafton Aero Club invites everyone to celebrate the region’s famous Jacaranda 
Festival, a world renowned event which has been held every year since 1935. 
This is an informal fly-in with preferential treatment provided to pilots prepared to take 
one of the Jacaranda Queen contestants for a flight over the city on Sunday morning. 
No landing fees during festival. Ample parking/tie down, under wing camping. The club 
has a bunkhouse, kitchen, toilet, hot shower and “Verandah of knowledge” facing the 
taxi way and 900 metres of sealed east/west strip or 1200 metres of grass. 
The strip (YSGR) is right on the edge of town within walking distance of shops, 
restaurants, pubs and clubs. Avgas is not available, although it is only a short distance 
to Mogas facilities. Transport into the city available.
For more information: Kevin Wilson (02) 6649 1853 email: graftonaeroclub@gmail.com

Back to Holbrook 
Fly-in and JabFest 
3-4 November 
Holbrook Ultralight Club will 
host its annual Rag & Tube fly-
in and Jabiru Festival (JabFest) 
at Holbrook Airpark. Interesting 
forums on Saturday afternoon, 
a three course dinner among 
the aircraft on Saturday night 
and a hot breakfast Sunday 
morning. Trophies awarded 
at the dinner. Underwing 
camping and transport to and 
from town for accommodation 
and fuel available.  
All aircraft welcome.  
For more information:  
www.holbrookultralightclub.
asn.au or Bryan Gabriel  
(02) 6036 2601.

Gloucester Aero Club  
annual Fly-In and Bonfire 
10-11th November
 Now in its fourth year. Benefits both the club and the 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter.
Lunch and dinner Saturday. Breakfast Sunday. Model 
helicopter display, Paul Bennet from MaxxG Aerobatics 
will perform in his Pitts. A relaxed, friendly event in a lovely 
part of NSW. Camping available. More information: www.
gloucesteraeroclub.org.au Andy Edwards 0416 240 949 or 
at eddybecs@optusnet.com.au

Gathering of the Moths 
23-25 November 
Mt Beauty Fly-in. Flyers of all denominations are, once 
again, invited to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley at the foot of 
the picturesque Victorian Alps. Full range of accommodation 
available. For more information: Mark (03) 5754 4572 or 
0409 544 572 Email lmarksgardening@aanet.com.au
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AEROSHELL OIL SPORT PLUS 2 
It’s here! The fi rst oil specifi cally developed for Light Sport,  
Very Light and Ultralight 2-stroke aircraft engines.

AeroShell Oil Sport PLUS 2 is an oil specifi cally developed for 
aviation 2-stroke engines. Shell Aviation and its scientists and 
engineers worked closely with leading engine manufacturer 
Rotax to develop an oil for this most demanding operating 
environment. Based on many hundreds of hours of endurance 
testing AeroShell Oil Sport PLUS 2 is now used as the factory 
fi ll and is recommended by Rotax. 

www.shell.com.au/aviation
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AIRCRAFT TIE-DOWN ANCHORS

Well proven, easy to use “2 pin” system. 
For more information and online purchase, 

visit www.aviational.be 
or email whackemdown@gmail.com 

$79.50 plus post and packing

HorsHam aviation services
ABN: 65 007 339 451

Now Importing the eurofox AircrAft:
• Quality Factory Built
• Quick folding wing design
• Glider Tow certified to 750Kg
• Short take-off & landing

And Dynon Avionics Products:
• Now with Autopilot capability
• Solid state sensors
• Checklists
• Audible alarm capability

PH: 03 5381 1727
Email: info@horshamaviation.com.au

letters to the editor

In support of  
the Editor
Just read your article regarding ‘Our side of 
the Fence’ (Editor’s Choice. Sport Pilot July 
2012). I do enjoy what you have 
been doing with the magazine. It 
has a much better ‘vibe’ than the 
previous publication and feels 
much more inviting to aviation 
newcomers.

Quite a good point that you make, 
too, about fly-ins. We are gearing 
up for our 6th Tumut Valley fly-in. 
In past events we have opened 
up the airfield to everyone. We 
have had some fantastic feed-
back from locals because of this 
rare chance to ‘get among the aircraft’. We 
would be happy for you to come along and 
see how we do this. 

This year’s event will be a little different as 
we have just confirmed the Roulettes will 
attend, so we still have a lot of planning to 
do. We have also been getting involved with 
parades and festivals to remind people that 
we are ‘part of the community’ and everyone 
is taking notice. We would be happy for you 
to come along to our event to see what you 
think.

- Simon Smith, President Tumut Aero Club

Ed- Thanks for the invite Simon. Don’t 
forget to take lots of pictures and send us a 
report on how well it all went. That goes for 
everyone organising a fly-in or aviation event.

Feeling welcome
Reading your comments in the July magazine 
(‘Our side of the Fence’ Editor’s Choice. Sport 
Pilot July 2012), I found myself nodding in 
agreement, pleased to learn that I am not the 
only pilot not totally engaged by (even) well 
organised air shows.

I agree, we all need to contribute to bringing 
punters and pilots alike into the tent and your 
ideas seem sensible and appropriate to me, 
with the exception perhaps of joy flights.

I would like to make two comments that re-
late to the 2112 Natfly.

I flew in on the Thursday with 
three other southern Victorian 
aircraft. We met up with some 
associates from South Australia 
forming a loose grouping of 11 
flyers.

On Friday afternoon we ventured 
to the bar for a ‘hard-earned’, but 
quickly felt it was not really wel-
coming for a number of reasons. 
I felt as though I was an intruder 
in a private club. Using the aero 

club toilets was particularly so. None of us 
was inclined to hang around.

We had the one beer each and decamped for 
the very welcoming town where we enjoyed 
quite a few more and a delicious, if over-gen-
erous, meal.

If pilots, including some who were exhibitors, 
felt like outsiders, how would the public feel?

I believe things were not quite so bad as you 
suggest, though, when it comes to sharing 
our passion. I was parked in the long term 
paddock and was surprised and delighted by 
the number of people who wandered through, 
inspecting the aircraft and eager to talk with 
the owners. 

I spoke to several well-informed and inter-
ested people on Friday and Saturday. Some 
were dreamers, some were weighing the pros 
and cons of getting into aviation and some 
were clearly looking for that last little bit of in-
formation that would help decide a purchase.

Maybe the long term park should be more ac-
cessible to the public? That could make some 
of your suggestions work that much better.

- Norm Hite

If they can do  
it in America
Just read your article (‘Our side of the Fence’ 
Editor’s Choice. Sport Pilot July 2012). This is 
a great idea. In 2011, myself and three RA-
Aus mates went to the US, visiting Airventure 
and many other museums and airfields. The 
one thing we noticed was that there were very 
few restrictions on the general public access-
ing all the parking areas. There was always 
someone in the area who could tell you about 
the aircraft you were looking at. And if there 
wasn’t, there were usually place cards in the 
planes telling you about their history. In the 
homebuilt area there were even photos of the 
build process. You could walk right up to even 
the military planes and look right inside.

It was a great experience I will never forget, 
even though I have been involved in flying for 
the past 20 odd years.

There were no problems with people doing 
the wrong thing.

When an aircraft had to taxi, the marshals 
would simply tell people to move aside and 
the crowds, often in the hundreds, would part 
to let them through.

There was always something going on to keep 
you interested and the reason we kept going 
was because of the warm welcome we received.

Over here, even when you are a pilot with an 
aircraft on the field it’s like getting into Fort 
Knox. Does it have to be like this?

Keep up the good work with the magazine, 
and a big thanks to the staff in the office at 
RA-Aus for their prompt processing of my reg-
istration and licences.

Lets all get behind our passion and involve 
as many people as possible. It will only make 
us stronger for a very small amount of effort 
on our part.

- Lloyd English
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B ecause of my job, i tend to go to a lot of 
air shows and fly-ins. I love the prepara-
tion and usually spend days planning the 

flight there and the flight home.
I generally enjoy the flight there and back, as 

well. Going somewhere new is always fun.
But I have to admit that when I finally arrive at a 

fly-in or airshow, I’m often at a loss as to what to do.
Once I park my aircraft, I wander along the 

flight line to see who else is there. There are a 
lot of pilots who go to every single event and you 
get to know their aircraft. There are usually one 
or two new or exotic types parked on the line for 
me to stop and stare at. I run through my usual 
examination of them. Would I swap my Zephyr 
for this aircraft? The answer is usually no. 

But to be honest, a tied down and pilotless 
aircraft doesn’t really give me enough informa-
tion to make a value judgement, especially if 
I don’t know the model. If the pilot happens to 
be still nearby, I will pepper him with 
questions and then my answer (which 
is still always ‘no’) is at least based on 
better information.

 then i head towards the nearest 
food stall for a sausage on bread and 
a can of drink. I might catch up with 
one or two blokes from my own airfield 
if I see them.

But an hour later, i am bored and 
thinking of the flight home.

This same pattern emerged while 
i was wandering around an airshow in 
Queensland recently.

The show was very well organ-
ised, the weather perfect and there 
were a lot of non-aviation things to keep the 
crowds happy.

But as I sat in the public area eating my sau-
sage sandwich, I noticed a lot of people pressed 
against the fence looking at the aircraft lined up 
on the hard stand. There were dozens of planes 
of all shapes and sizes beyond the fence, includ-
ing dramatic looking warbirds, some frail looking 
ultralights and some exotic plastic fantastics.

near me a boy of about eight turned to his 
dad, pointed at an aircraft and asked “what sort 
of aeroplane is that daddy?”

The father replied “I don’t really know, son.”
i thought i should be the good neighbour 

and volunteer an answer. But I realised I didn’t 
know what the aircraft was either. No matter, I 
thought. I can wander out there later and find 
out. They can’t.

Then it struck me. Our fly-ins and airshows 
are not really about promoting aviation to the 
general public at all. They are an excuse for us 
aviators to show off and make ourselves appear 
important to our nonflying friends and neigh-
bours. It must be. Otherwise we would make 
greater efforts to involve the public in what we 
were doing.

We go to great lengths to promote our fly-
ins and airshows to get the general public to 
come along. But when they do turn up in their 
hundreds or thousands, we all but ignore them, 
except to take their money at the gate and when 
they buy a bucket of chips and a drink.

We stand on the airside of the field, with our 
chests puffed out, saying to them “Look at us 
you mere mortals. We are special. We are al-
lowed to walk around these dangerous looking 
devices, while you ordinary peasants must stay 
behind the fence.

“We speak in a language you don’t under-
stand in order to make ourselves appear more 
mysterious and important. Admire us!”

at best, there might be someone on a dodgy 
PA system rabbiting on about a pilot no one has 
heard of, or discussing modifications to an air-
craft in such technical terms that even pilots 
bleed from the ears with boredom.

There needs to be more recognition that the 
public is there and must be entertained so they 
come back next time and tell their friends what a 
good time they had. 

if we really want to show off, we need to 
get them more involved. Here are a few ideas 
I came up with.

Why not nominate one or more members 
of the organising committee to run free guided 
tours of the flight line? To us it is nothing special, 

but to the public is like being allowed in with the 
lions -exciting and scary. Every half hour or so, 
small groups of people, maybe eight or 10 to a 
group, are taken around under the supervision 
of someone nominated as being responsible. It 
wouldn’t take much to organise. And there are 
usually ground marshals monitoring foot traffic 
around the aircraft anyway.

Pilots usually register when they fly in, so why 
not have them fill out a small technical details 
form at the same time, so the tour guide can tell 
people about their aircraft during the tour.

Perhaps a pilot can also nominate whether or 
not he will allow people (children especially) to sit 
in his aircraft during the tour for a photograph. 
Under supervision of the responsible tour guide, 
it shouldn’t be a problem. Even I would go on that 
tour. Maybe we could get a set of safety guide-
lines put together by RA-Aus for such events.

Back at the display area , why not have the 
pilots show off their own aircraft? 
Every 15 minutes, wheel  a new 
one into place in front of the public 
and have the MC interview the pilot 
about the aircraft and its good and 
bad points. To us it might be a com-
mon model we’ve seen 100 times. 
But to the public it will be a panda 
every time. Perhaps the pilot can be 
convinced to allow a few children to 
come forward, sit in it and get their 
photograph taken by mum or dad.

Obviously there would be in-
surance issues to work out, but 
it wouldn’t be out of the question 
either to ask pilots if they would be 

prepared to take people for small joyrides during 
the day. 

My point is that rather than keep the general 
behind the fence and give them nothing but sog-
gy chips and a long-distance view of the action, 
we should be encouraging them to want to come 
to our side of the fence.

Not only would they go home happier, but 
they will get a better understanding about what 
we do. And will be more likely to support us when 
we need their help to fight our battles.

and i guarantee that one or two of those eight 
year olds will also find that the aviation bug has 
bitten them during the day and they will end up 
on our side of the fence in a few year’s time.

Got better ideas than these about how we 
can better involve the public in our fly-ins and 
airshows? E-mail editor@sportpilot.net.au. 

OUR SIDE OF 
THE FENCEBrian Bigg

Editor’s
choice  
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No cattle yards here
Thanks for the direct assessment of air shows 
(‘Our side of the Fence’ Editor’s Choice. Sport Pi-
lot July 2012) which, though it may have offend-
ed some pilots, rang some bells for me. It was 
air shows, and hanging out at the airstrip while 
my father went gliding, that got me hooked.

As a late start pilot, I am still a little conscious 
about being airside at larger airports. To the 
public, flying and airside remain the domain 
of men in white shirts, blue pants and reflec-
tive aviator glasses. 

Most people experience flight as a series of 
queues within a depersonalised authoritarian 
system akin to a cattle yard. This would be one 
of the few times that Joe Normal is repeatedly 
exposed to security personnel who have the 
right to search or insist you follow their instruc-
tions regardless of the content. That’s a relo-
cation process that relates little to flight.

To those of us who are privileged enough, 
through luck, acquired wealth or sponsorship, 
or simply a lot of hard yakka, to have access 
to the freedom of light aviation, we should al-
ways encourage public participation.

Like many other endangered species losing 
critical territory, light and recreational aviation 
has never been so under threat from all sides.

We should never forget it is personal passion 
for a lofty notion that gets you to that first solo 
and beyond. It’s supposed to be fun which is 
why it’s called a sport. Why not share the joy?

- Paul Craig

Growing the passion
I have to say reading your article (‘Our side 
of the Fence’ Editor’s Choice. Sport Pilot July 
2012) invoked the feelings I had regarding 
the past two Natfly events. 

Not yet fortunate enough to have an aircraft 
to stand next to and puff my chest up, but be-
ing still being mortal, I would like to echo the 
thoughts voiced by the Editor.

I come from Leeton, so it’s a quick trip from 
there to Natfly. I dragged my father out for the 
day and after a quick lap I was spent. Bored, 
actually. I loved the aerobatics display, but not 
having days to spend to go to the seminars, I 
very much felt that there wasn’t enough going 
on for non a/c owners and the general public.

It seems this is also the case at other fly-ins. 
Isn’t it a great idea to grow our ranks through the 
general public? Offer rides if interested, a quality 
simulator at the least with an introduction for the 
general public. The idea of a tour seems logical 
and wouldn’t that create some interest?

I am sure there are a lot of great ideas out there. 
Lets grow our passion of flying by sharing the grin 
we all wear every time we return to the ground.

- Brendon Mcaliece 

A call to pilots  
everywhere
I write in response to your Editors Choice article 
(‘Our side of the Fence’ Sport Pilot July 2012)

My husband is an aviation fanatic.

When I met him, I didn’t take long to realise 
he had an eternal love of flying. I decided that 
instead of being jealous of planes I was bet-
ter off making them my friends. I have seen 
my husband suffering every time an airport is 
closed or a runway shortened. I told him one 
day we should do something about it. I made 
a promise to help, but I didn’t know anything 
about planes, so I started to get involved. 
First we watched together the documentary 
‘16 Right’. We went to air shows and fly-ins, 
read pilot/flying magazines and even applied 
my knowledge and theories of urban planning 
to the subject. 

I was very glad, after reading ‘Our side of the 
Fence’, that we were not alone in our thoughts 
that it is vital to educate the general public 
about aviation. It should be fun to learn to en-
courage more people to feel identified or sim-
ply understand how general aviation works.

I congratulate the initiative of the Editor and 
make an extensive invitation to all the readers 
to do the same. Talk to your neighbours, fami-
lies, friends etc starting with their wives/part-
ners. I have heard there is a pilot everywhere 
- there are pilot carpenters, bankers, teachers, 
journalists, even Dick Smith is a pilot.

If you, my friends, love planes and drop a tear every 
time a runway is shut, then do something about it. 

It just takes talking to one person, explaining 
to them why our airports are important to our 
local community. If you are too busy to do it, 
maybe you can put a bumper sticker on your 
car next to your ‘my family collection’ or your 
new ‘baby on board’ sign.

The efforts are all very small, but if we all do 
our bit, maybe we are not far from seeing the 
day our authorities put the well-being of the 
community above making money for their 
own pockets.

- Dannelly Driussi

Junior back in the air
I am writing on behalf of my son Tyler Boyd 
who was stripped of his licence following an 
RA-Aus board decision earlier this year.

Tyler turns 14 years of age on 27 October, 
2012, and we wish for his licence to be re-
instated from this date so that he can legally 
get back into the air as a student.

As I outlined in previous correspondence I 
hope Tyler’s licence re-issue will be seam-
less, as was agreed at the Board meeting. 

- Halden Boyd

RA-Aus President, Steve Runciman re-
sponded- Dear Mr Boyd, thank you for your 
email. I confirm that the previously logged 
hours in former junior members’ logbooks 
will be recognised as flying hours towards 
their Pilot Certificate when they re-apply for 
their Student Pilot Certificate at age 14. This 
concession was omitted from the letter sent 
out to those affected and the matter will be 
rectified shortly. I also confirm that the letter 
you attached will also be read out to the 
board members at the next board meeting, 
which will be on September 12. 

All CAIR, no  
responsibility
I was interested to read the article Aviate, 
Navigate, Communicate (Sport Pilot July 
2012).  Wise words indeed.

However, while my wife was learning to fly in 
GA aircraft, I witnessed two dangerous (to 
her) events precipitated by RA-Aus pilots.

The first happened at Moruya about two years 
ago. A Jabiru joined the circuit from an angu-
lar crosswind directly to base.  My wife, who 
was on base, saw the offending aircraft and 
turned right, avoiding it and startling the in-
structor.  When the Jabiru pilot landed he was 
confronted by me (holding small fluffy dog) 
and copped a talking to.  

When my wife landed, he tried a different sto-
ry on her and got a much shorter reply.   

The next event was quite recently at Goulburn.  
Another Jabiru joined from a sort of dogleg fi-
nal, cutting my wife off.  There was a radio call 
of sorts, but only on joining final.  In the latter 
case, we decided not to bother speaking to 
the ‘pilot’ (inverted commas intentional) and 
submitted a CAIR report instead.

I have witnessed and been involved in similar 
events myself, such as “Savannah at Moruya, 
what is your position?”, “Over the airfield”.  
He wasn’t. He was crossing us on downwind 
about 50ft above us when I saw him. 

So, to the percentage of RA-Aus ‘pilots’ who 
have been taught badly, can’t fly, or can’t (or 
won’t) use the radio correctly, I have finished 
talking to you. My wife and I will henceforth 
simply lodge CAIR reports in the hope RA-Aus 
will do something about you and the people 
who taught you (or probably didn’t).  

I urge all other professional flyers, GA and RA-
Aus, to do the same.  

All it will take is some @#$%^& to hit an RPT 
in a place like Moruya and all our privileges 
will evaporate.

It is beholden of the board to come down on 
these people like a tonne of bricks, because 
if it doesn’t, we may well see the end of our 
association and passion.

- Andrew Kerans
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DON’T hold it in and give yourself a headache. Share it with the 
members and get it off your chest.
Maybe it’s you and your completely reasonable opinion about 
the world of recreational aviation that no one else will listen to.

Email editor@sportpilot.net.au and have your say. (By the way - 
the editor reserves the right to edit Letters to the Editor to short-
en them to fit the space available or in case of libel. We don’t 
want your completely reasonable opinion to land you in court.)

Something to say? Email editor@sportpilot.net.au

Ed- Peer pressure is the only pressure that 
works in aviation. If you see an infringement, 
speak to the pilot. There may have been a 
reason why it happened. But don’t forget a 
CAIR is the only way RA-Aus will know about it 
and be able to spot a growing systemic issue 
which may need addressing. 

Norm cops a serve
Re: Norm Sanders’ letter to the editor ‘One 
Ring to bind them all’ (Sport Pilot August 2012).

I usually do not respond to Letters to the Editor, 
but Norm’s letter is an exception to that rule. 

The last time I heard comments such as 
those in your letter was when I was issuing 
speeding tickets as a traffic police officer 
(yes a mere public servant). According to your 
logic, it was my goal to get all motor vehicles 
off the road.  CASA has an important job to do 
and I say ‘Good on them’. 

The alternative is a complete ‘open skies’ 
policy of no rules and obviously no safety. 

Is that what you really want? Somehow, 
Norm, I don’t think so.

- Darrell Ingham

Norm cops  
another serve
I am deeply offended by the letter 
from Norm Sanders (‘One Ring to 
bind them all’ Sport Pilot August 
2012).

I am sure many CASA staff will be 
equally aggrieved. The letter is just the latest 
in a string of recent similar diatribes.

The ignorance and prejudice exhibited is 
disgusting and offensive. I suggest that the 
writer get to know some CASA staff to gain 
some awareness of their involvement and 
commitment to recreational aviation. 

The head of the Sport Aviation Branch in 
CASA was a previous CEO of RA-Aus; a cur-
rent Sport Aviation Inspector is a former Ops 
Manager of RA-Aus; another inspector is the 
owner of a number of recreational and vin-
tage aircraft and a former RA-Aus instructor.

I retired from CASA last year after managing the 
Airways and Aerodromes Branch and Safety 
Promotion Branch over nine years and previous-
ly spent eight years with CAA and Airservices. 

I am a former President of SAAA and have 
built two aircraft from scratch. I am currently 
flying the second, a Wag Aero Wagabond. I 
also undertook a check flight for my RA-Aus 
Certificate a week ago.

In addition, several CASA staff including the 
Director, own and fly sport aircraft. It is not 
the ambition of CASA staff to keep aero-
planes out of the air.

 It is time that people grew up and stopped 
abusing the organisation that the Parliament 
has tasked with oversight of aviation safe-
ty. Where the regulator gets it wrong, by all 
means flag the issue, but do not continue this 
childish ranting.

- Kim Jones 

Up in the trees
Re: Phil Latz’ letter regarding tree landings 
(Sport Pilot August 2012).

The best way to land in a wooded area is an 
interesting concept to consider. If you are 
sailing along, beyond gliding distance of a 
reasonably landable area, when the engine 

expires, you have already commit-
ted yourself to an outcome which 
is basically impossible to predict 
or significantly influence enough 
in your favour to guarantee a good 
result. 

No matter what your pilot skills. 
The discussion over technique is 
pretty much moot –besides, per-
haps, the idea of trying to reduce 
your impact groundspeed to the 
absolute minimum, in order to re-

duce the impact forces. 

The variables are just too many to come up 
with a safe technique as such.  If you walk 
away, you have had unreasonable luck, and 
it will certainly not be any skill on your part. 
Once you contact the tree canopy, all reason 
or control is cast aside.

There was a time when we routinely avoided 
flight over heavily treed terrain in recreation-
al aircraft, for obvious reasons. The same 
should still apply today. After all, the trees 
and outcomes have not changed. 

Only our complacency and faith in our en-
gines has. Probably, the influence of ballistic 
chutes is a sad factor here too.

You have a choice to avoid the scenario alto-
gether. A doctorate in tree crashing is pretty 

useless compared to an unqualified commit-
ment to make safe choices in the first place. 
Avoid the trees at every opportunity you can. 
Relax and enjoy the detour.

- Laurie Jones 

Ed- Sure Laurie, but what if, because of your 
previous bad decisions, you did have to land 
in a wooded area? Would you aim for the 
biggest tree? The smallest? Aim between 
two trees? Stall it into the canopy to reduce 
ground speed? Vote against the Greens at 
the next election? You can’t say you haven’t 
thought about it. 

Support for Don
I was interested to read the article by Don 
Ramsay and the arguments he makes regard-
ing four proposed changes to the constitution 
(Sport Pilot August 2012). I support his posi-
tion and can see no legal impediment to im-
plementing them.

I should also just correct a small error in Ste-
ve’s response. It is not a second Annual Gen-
eral Meeting that Don is seeking to be held at 
Natfly. Rather it is a General Meeting where a 
large gathering of the membership can hear 
first hand from its elected leaders, can put 
questions to them, and can move motions 
to improve the structure and management of 
their organisation.

The added cost of bringing the committee to 
Natfly seems a small price to pay in light of the 
opportunities for better communication and 
greater sense of collective ownership it presents.

- Karen Gurney

Lone Eagle award 
I am writing to thank the Lone Eagle Fly-
ing School, on behalf of the members of the 
Southern Queensland Aero Modellers Inc., for 
the award of a Youth Flying Scholarship to one 
of our junior members, Benjamin Valderrama. 

The membership of SQAM Inc. is very happy 
and appreciative to learn that Benjamin was 
selected as the recipient of the award.

SQAM Inc. would like to thank the Lone Eagle 
Flying School for its generosity and support of 
youth in aviation.  

There is no doubt Benjamin will work very 
hard and we know he will excel in his further 
aviation endeavours.

- Michael Snabaitis, Secretary SQAM Inc. 

12  Sport Pilot . for recreational pilots12  Sport Pilot . for recreational pilots

One ring to  
bind them all
i suppose you ran the article “facing up to 
casa” (sport pilot June 2012) to show that we 
shouldn’t be afraid to come to Natfly if we are 
properly prepared. Un-
fortunately, you have 
just taken what was pre-
viously a rumor about 
casa inspections at 
fly-ins and shown it to 
be true.  the civil avia-
tion safety authority, 
despite its grandiose 
name, is only a bunch of 
public servants.  every 
public servant is aware 
that advancement (or even continued employ-
ment) depends on having nothing happening on 
their watch.  

casa employees know the best way to have a 
perfect record is to keep airplanes out of the 
air.  casa has done an admirable job in this 
regard with Ga.  (casa can’t touch the airlines, 
of course, because they have political clout.) 
to casa’s horror, many Ga pilots didn’t stay on 
the ground, but escaped to ra-aus.  Just like 
in the lord of the rings, the malevolent eye of 

sauron is now upon us.  Might as well change 
the name of Natfly to Natdrive.

- Norm Sanders

Ed- Norm, ever wondered why the hobbits had 
to spend weeks walking all the way to Mordor 
but rode eagles for the quick trip home? 

Moving 
the Office 
When i raised the 
prospect at the Natfly 
‘Meet the Board’ fo-
rum earlier this year of 
relocating our office, I 
prefaced my remarks 
with a congratulatory 

vote of thanks to those that serve on the board 
for their tireless efforts. past and present in-
cumbents have done a great job.

However, the work never ceases.

Prudent financial management dictates we 
always examine ways to maximise the return 
on our investments. this includes our head of-
fice. It may be that it is not feasible to move 
anywhere. The acquisition of the current office 
building may have been a great deal. We will 
know how much when it is professionally ap-
praised. During the forum, i didn’t mention any 
particular new location for an office, although 
i noticed that others have since mooted temo-
ra. I would expect there would be a tidy profit if 
the relocation were to a cheaper, regional site 
such as this. recurrent costs (rates, etc) would 
also be lower.

Yes, we are blessed with great staff and we 
would not want to lose their experience. these 
key staff would not be lost lightly. Members 
would want to offer incentives to entice these 
crucial staff to relocate. there will always be 
staff turnover, but in the regional areas where 
employment opportunities are in shorter sup-
ply, turnover is less. in terms of quality, are we 
suggesting that country workers are in some 
way inferior to city folks? i hope not.

a move to a regional location with an attached 
RA-Aus friendly airfield would make face–to-
face meeting with members significantly eas-
ier. Members with computer, communications, 
audit and other special skills would find it eas-
ier to fly in to volunteer their expertise, realis-
ing further savings. for other formal meetings, 
there is a thing called video conferencing and 
it is used by large corporations very success-
fully. We in ra-aus are equally capable.

if we were a boating organisation, we would expect 
our head office to be located in a seaside town. It’s 
only logical. We are an aviation organisation which 
is nowhere near an RA-Aus friendly airfield.

We can do this. With over 10,000 members, 
we need to.

- Mark Pearce

A fuel shortage
With the growing number of rotax 912 Uls 
(and like) powered aircraft, which favour pre-
mium unleaded fuel, I am intrigued to find 
out why this fuel is not being made available 
on-field?

i note that, even at natflY, pilots needed to 
resort to taking jerry cans to town. seems to 
me to be a no brainer that less risk would be 
the outcome if there were bulk outlets on-field. 
Do i detect a political roadblock?

always looking for safer methods,

- Andy

Ed- Anyone know why we don’t get motor fuel 
onfield? Is it just a matter of no one asking for 
it? Please write in if you know.

Heading into the 
trees
re prof. avius’ excellent treatise on stalls 
(sport pilot June 2012).  

i had an aerobatic rating years ago and i loved 
spinning, looping and rolling in tigers and chip-
munks for fun.  

However, I have also flown single engine fixed 
wing aircraft over secondary (three layered) jun-
gle and rescued or recovered many unfortunates 
in rotary wing aircraft from amid tall timber.

so my question is this.

If I was forced to land a fixed wing in tall trees 
or jungle would i:

1. flattish stall it just above the leaves/
branches? 

2. Do an exaggerated nose high stall to hope-
fully slide in tail first?

3. spin in with zero forward speed and the gear 
down or up – if retractable?

You thoughts please. perhaps there is a simu-
lator program to test this?

By the way, i was knocked out after crashing 
a Bell 47 on ayers rock with a 1000+ ft/min 
roD, (incipient vortex ring state due 180º wind 
change) but with virtually no forward speed. 
i received only a scratch on my knee but the 
chopper was wrecked.  two weeks later, i was 
back in the territory (after paperwork in syd-
ney) flying charters without even having to do a 
medical or check flight.  Things were different 
back in 1968.  

- Phil Latz

Ed- I’ll open this up to discussion. Who knows 
the right way to land in the trees?  By the way, 
after a year’s sterling column writing, Professor 
Avius has hung up his quill for a well-earned 
rest. Any candidates out there to take over the 
column? Email editor@sportpilot.net.au 

letters to the editor
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Vale  
George Markey 
1932 - 2012
THE  founding president of the 
Australian Ultralight Federation,  
George Markey,  died on July 22 in 
Bundaberg.  

In conjunction with 
Dafydd Llewellyn, George played a 
significant part in the CASA Review 
of Regulations 1996. He was largely 
involved in the introduction of CASR 
Part 21, in particular Part 21.191 
thru 21.193,  which gave Australia its 
present basis for flying experimental 
aircraft.  In doing this, he drew on his 
experience of designing and building 
a diminutive aerobatic aircraft, the 
Ultrabat, the first prototype of which, 
VH-ANT, he built in Australia, and 
several later versions which he built 
in the U.S.

Most recently, he set up ARMCOM 
Trust to extend the fatigue life of 
Blanik gliders using Australian STC 
SVA-542; the photo, courtesy Grant 
Adams, shows him in the front seat 
of VH-XQO on July 7,  2012, for its 
second flight following the completion 
of the modification, which lifts the 
grounding currently affecting the type 
worldwide.  He remained an active 
pilot until the end of his life.

George was an inextinguishable 
free spirit, unswervingly loyal to his 
friends, and very generous under his 
gruff and often blunt manner.  He had 
an excellent sense of humour, and a 
strongly enquiring mind. It may 
surprise many people who knew him 
to know he could quote authors such 
as Bertrand Russell.  George called 
a spade a spade, and frequently 
raised people’s hackles with his 
opinions - which tended to often be 
uncomfortably close to the truth.  

Somewhat akin to a human spark-
plug, with sheer willpower he got 
things done nobody had managed to 
do before.

Great 
Eastern 
Fly-In 
2013 by Gai Taylor

C OOOEEEEEEEEE! 
After two years of record floods and 

major site difficulties, which made it 
impossible for us to run the Great Eastern, we 
continue to ‘Never Give Up, Never Surrender!’

The dates are Friday afternoon January 
4 until Sunday the 6, however if you’d like to 
come and help out, or just more of the North 
Coast, arrive on Thursday and leave Monday.

Because all of us, and many of you, are so keen 
for the fly-In to continue, we just keep at it, despite 
the momentum being interrupted recently. 

We are often asked why we run it at that 
time of year?

It’s just a great time on the Northern Rivers 
- lots of you have time off and so do we. Also, 
the local council has expressed a desire to give 
more support to the fly-In, which is great for us 
as a not-for-profit group.

As well, we’re going to get a really big pre-
view of the major aviation centre which is being 
planned for Evans Head Aerodrome by Peter 
Lynch and his crew. Peter is keen to turn Evans 
Heads into aviation central, including a large 
Air Park, a centre for major aviation industry, a 
new club house, a new aviation museum, new 
hangars for all types of aircraft, accommoda-

tion for visiting pilots and more. 
As a treat, Peter will bring his recently ar-

rived Grumman Mallard for everyone to see. 
The museum is setting up a special dis-

play on the war graves of Evans Head and the 
Aerodrome Heritage Association should know 
by then about their submission to acquire an 
F111 for the museum. 

President, Rod Kinnish, says they are qui-
etly confident of a positive outcome. 

We also have a job for everyone who plans 
to fly in.

Taking a cue from Sport Pilot Editor, Brian 
Bigg to get the public more involved in aviation 
events, we plan to run guided airside tours for 
the general public. As part of this we would re-
ally like to get a sheet from you all about your 
aircraft - just bring it to the registration caravan 
when you arrive. 

These will go into a draw to win a GEFI t-shirt 
and cap and will be used by our aviation guide 
who plans to take small groups of non aviation 
visitors on “Airside Tours” to learn more about 
your aircraft. (You can also email the informa-
tion and go into the draw when you arrive).

So GEFI will have lots to do, lots to see and 
lots of flying fun for all!

Pictures: 
Gai Taylor
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Carol Richards  
nominated for award
SENIOR Instructor and L3, Wayne T Mathews, 
has written to RA-Aus to nominate Dr Carol 
Richards for Meritorious Service Award.

Wayne says during the ten years Carol has 
been involved with RA-Aus, and the five years 
she served on the board, she has consistently 
contributed more to the organisation and mem-
bers than any other person he knows, with the 
possible exceptions of John Brandon and Paul 
Middleton.

Carol joined the then AUF in 2003, and her 
first contribution was an article she wrote that 
year titled, “The agony and ecstasy of learning 
to fly.” Over the next three years, drawing on her 
expertise and experience in the education in-
dustry, Carol wrote many other articles about 
how people learn and the implications for flight 
training. 

In 2006, Carol was elected to the board, 
and was given two jobs. One to organise work-
shops for members, the other to organise the 

forums for Natfly. 
She did both jobs extremely well. Carol was 

also given the job of RA-Aus Historian, and in 
this position she had all the AUF and RA-Aus 
newsletters and magazines from over the dec-
ades, compiled, bound, and placed in what is 
now the archival library in Canberra.

In 2008 Carol put together the GYFTS pro-
gram and secured a grant from Air services 
which went towards the training of young people. 

And she secured a grant from CASA which 
went towards the 27 maintenance workshops 
Carol organised around the country. The work-
shops were attended by over a thousand (effec-
tively, that’s 10%) members. 

Wayne says what Carol has done for RA-Aus 
has been a tremendous effort that members of 
RA-Aus, should salute by presenting Dr Carol 
Richards with a Meritorious Service Award. 

“If this lady has not earned this award, no-
body ever will.”

>> Carol 
hard at 
work at 

Natfly

STOP PRESS Board  approves award
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A new oil for 2 strokers
by Shell Aviation
SHELL Aviation has released a new oil for 
Light Sport, Very Light and Ultralite 2-stroke 
engines.

In a market where operators of light 
2-stroke aircraft engines have had to resort to 
using motorcycle oils, AeroShell Oil Sport PLUS 
2 is the first aviation oil specifically tailored for 
light sport and very light aircraft engines.

Motorcycle oils haven’t posed a big issue 
for aviators but it hasn’t been completely risk 
free either.

Issues such as oil formulation changes which 
follow the needs of the motorcycle market may 
pose a problem for owners of light aircraft.

Shell Aviation Lubes Sales Manager, Craig 
Rudolph says the new oil is a technically sophis-
ticated product which offers pilots an advance-
ment on those they have been previously using.

“Shell Aviation scientists and engineers 
have worked closely with Rotax to develop the 
new oil.

Craig says, “AeroShell Oil Sport PLUS 2 has 
been developed based on many hundreds of 
hours of endurance testing and is now used 
as the Rotax 2-stroke engine factory fill.”

“The oil is fully approved for all Rotax 
2-stroke series engines due to its reliability, 
close specifications and exact aviation grade 
formulation.

 “Its high film and shear strength formu-
lation is specifically designed for strenuous 
operating conditions including full power take 
off, cruise descent and idle conditions.”

Darren Gaunt, Safety Officer for the Hang 
Gliding Federation of Australia and a flying 
enthusiast, uses AeroShell Oil Sport PLUS 2.

“I’m thrilled Shell Aviation has come up 
with a dedicated oil for my aircraft,” com-
mented Darren.

“I’ve been flying paragliders and paramo-
tors for 12 years and safety is paramount, so 
dedicated oils which improve safety are wide-
ly promoted within the sport.

Before you set out to fly in the coming 
months, you should consider a specifically for-
mulated aviation engine oil for your 2-stroke 
engine and be assured you’re using the latest 
in light aircraft engine oil technology.

For more information www.shell.com.au/
aeroshell.
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Australia Evektor Dealer.
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Savannah
ROTAX 100HP REALIABILITY

PRICES INCLUDING GST EX.BRISBANE
PRICES MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
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Savannah XL Quick build kits
Kit 1 $20,500
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Learn to fly in the user friendly Savannah and enjoy your flying

 Stall 26kts      Take off 35m
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EA   Reg 02 6729 9202 or 0418 157 044
SA   Richard 08 8641 0066 or 0418 805 390
For Savannah Kits, Aircraft and Parts
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by John Harley

Holbrook
feature

>> From top to bottom: 
Derrick Dyer arrives in his 
Fisher Celebrity all the 
way from Digby in south 
western Victoria. Derrick 
has attended all six Back 
to Holbrook Fly-ins; Tom 
Moxey and his family 
arrive in the Rotax 914 
powered Jabiru J400;  
Some of the aircraft 
on the flight line.

 FOR RECREATIONAL PILOTS  . Sport Pilot  19

Of the  
    best for

FOR the past six years, the place to be on the first weekend 
in November has been Holbrook airfield nestled on the south 
west slopes of NSW. 

And the occasion has been the Back to Holbrook Fly-in, hosted by Hol-
brook Ultralight Club, which has seen a migration of ultralight aircraft to the 
area from across NSW and Victoria.

What started out in 2006 as an idea for a Fly-in with a focus on ‘rag and 
tube’ ultralight aircraft, has grown into a popular annual event with aircraft 
flying in from all over. In 2011, the Fly-in was expanded to include a Jabiru 
Festival, which again proved popular among the aircraft owners and pilots 
and will become a regular feature.

The 2011 Fly-in was held on the weekend of November 5 and 6 and, 
with the promise of good weather and a great weekend, pilots and aircraft 
began arriving on Friday afternoon. Among the early arrivals were Sue Woods 
and Jamie Cook from Jabiru Aircraft who flew down from Bundaberg in their 
factory Jabiru 430. Others to arrive on Friday included Rod and Barb Collins 
who flew in from Bairnsdale in their Jabiru and Greg Blades and his daughter, 
Belinda, in their nicely restored de Havilland Chipmunk.

By mid afternoon on Saturday nearly all aircraft and pi-
lots had arrived, with most of them carrying a passenger, 
with equally large contingents from both NSW and Victoria. 
Visitors enjoyed a pleasant afternoon catching up with friends 

and making new ones before filing into the Club hangar for an edge-of-
the-seat presentation by ex-Yugoslavian Air Force pilot, Michael Milicek, 
who defected with his aircraft to Italy in the early 1960s. While Michael 
would say that he flew ‘under the radar’, some were convinced he’d flown 
under the iron curtain.

Holbrook Ultralight Club has a reputation for putting on a good evening 
function and  the club hangar was ‘bulging at the seams’. While everyone was 
tucking into their dinner, ex-airline pilot, Mike Roodt gave a spirited account 
of his flying (mis)adventures in South Africa and Sue Woods and Jamie Cook 
relayed the interesting story of the development of the Jabiru aircraft.

Sunday morning it was back to the Club hangar for a hearty breakfast, 
which seemed to last until mid-morning, before everyone started heading 
home. When the dust had finally settled, all agreed the Fly-in had been a 
great success. 

As with all such events, as soon as one finishes, the planning for the 
next one starts and this year’s is well advanced, including the construction 
of a new amenities block. 

So mark the weekend of November 3 and 4 
in your diary. See the calendar of events in this 
magazine for more information.
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THOSE of us who 
have built our own 
aircraft spent a lot 

of time working out just 
what to put in it.

I remember discuss-
ing with friends for hours 
about whether or not I 
needed an Artificial Ho-
rizon gauge. I designed 
and redesigned the 
panel 100 times before 
I was happy with it. If I 
didn’t need it, I struck it 
off the list. What I ended 
up with was a utilitarian 
interior that does the job 
and nothing more. Mainly 
it was about keeping the 
fixed weight down so I 
could stuff bigger bums in 
the seats and more stuff 
in the storage areas.

But just before down-
ing tools on the build, I decided to go 
crazy and installed a CD/radio player. I 
do like to listen to music as I fly along, 
but I guess I don’t need it any more now 
my iPhone plugs directly into my head-
set. The CD player is the first thing pas-
sengers comment on when they climb 
in. They are usually amazed that I would 
have such a thing. I guess they imagine 
that I must need to constantly speak 
with air traffic controllers during a flight 
and have little time for the pleasantries 
of life.

Thinking about removing the CD 
player got me thinking about other 
things I could install in its place.As 
strange as it seems, I have actually 
been seriously considering installing 
an external speaker.

 I remember seeing the news report 
a couple of years ago about a light air-
craft forced to make an emergency 
landing on a beach in the US. A man jog-
ging along the beach at the time wasn’t 
able to hear the silent aircraft coming 
down from above. It hit him in the back 
of the head and killed him.

A simple speaker system would 
have allowed the pilot to yell out ‘hey 
mate, watch out behind you!”

The thought occurred to me that 
anyone forced to land on a golf course 

might also benefit from having a speak-
er. “ Hello ladies, can I play through?”

I needed a speaker on the day I 
was flying down the coast and saw just 
outside the breakers, the biggest white 
pointer shark I have ever seen. It was a 
monster and it was cruising southbound 
just along the wave line. I circled it a few 
times then continued on my journey. A 
couple of kilometres further south there 
was a popular beach with people swim-
ming. But I had no way to warn anybody 
of the danger. (I landed sometime later 
and called the nearest surf club, but no 
one saw anything and no one was eaten 
thankfully)

It would have been a much simpler 
operation if I could have flown over the 
beach and, through a loudspeaker, 
warned everyone that Jaws was on the 
way to an all-you-can-eat buffet.

There must be a lot of times a speak-
er system would come in handy. 

Flying over a friend’s home, it would 
save time if you could just yell out “Hey 
Doug, you home?  Is the airstrip okay to 
land on?” 

Or
“Maureen, the cattle have got out of 

the back paddock again. Fetch the ute 
and I’ll show you where they are.”

Or
“Excuse me? Yes you. I’m lost.  Can 

you tell me if this is Howes Valley post 
office? Thank you.”

You could use it to scare animals off 
the airstrips in the outback. 

During fly-ins you could announce 
your arrival, by coming out of the sun 
and arriving over the field with the 
“Flight of the Valkyries” blaring out of 
the speakers.

Like ringtones, I guess we would all 
choose our own aeroplane’s signature 
music so people would know by the 
sound who was arriving and departing.

When taxiing towards people walk-
ing along the flight line deep in conver-
sation we could feed in Basil Fawlty an-
nouncing “get off the road you idiots!” 
That would be satisfying.

You could even try and whistle at the 
girl sun baking in the backyard under 
the approach path.

 So there are a lot of potential uses 
for a speaker system. It wouldn’t be 
that expensive and it wouldn’t add that 
much weight. But it probably would 
lose me friends.

And worse. It could start me down 
the path towards customised cup 
holders, tiger striped seat covers, 
fluffy dice and a nodding dog. I guess 
it would make the aircraft a lot safer. 
It would eventually get so heavy it 
wouldn’t get off the ground. 

Thank you 

mr speakerBrian Bigg

Editor’s
choice  

 I do 
like to 
listen to 
music 
as I fly 
along
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THE only place to be on the weekend 29 
September to 1 October 2012 will be 
WA’s own RA-Aus fly-in, Westfly.

If it wasn’t enough that Westfly will be a great 
place to meet other aviators and look at a diverse 
array of flying machinery, we can now confirm that 
while you are there you will be able to meet one of 
Australia’s most famous and accomplished aviators. 

Matt Hall is the only Australian to compete 
in the Red Bull Air Race Series. Combined with 
his aerobatics and RAAF service flying combat 
aircraft, Matt will make for a most interesting 
presentation.

Matt will be at the event for all three days, so 
you will have plenty of opportunities to meet and 
chat with him.

This year, the venue will be Whitegum Farm. It is 

intended to be a gathering place for all recreational 
aviators. Our sport will always benefit from flyers 
and aviation enthusiasts gathering to share knowl-
edge and fellowship.

Whitegum Farm is a privately owned aviation 
facility just east of York. It has been made available 
for our fly-in through the generosity of Gary and 
Gordon, the facility owners and operators. The four 
runways on the property have been supplemented 
by a gravel strip on an adjoining property, which has 
also been made available for the event.

Runway 09-27 (gravel) has been selected as 
the main arrival runway, with runways 14-32 and 
07-25 closed for use as display areas. The main air-
craft parking will be alongside runway 09-27.

Camping is encouraged, but if you want a bit 
more comfort, there is a caravan area and a limited 

number of accommodation units.
Food can be purchased at the venue with a lo-

cal community club on hand for the catering. You 
will need to book to attend the Saturday night din-
ner. A band will be playing through the night for your 
entertainment.

Don’t worry about missing the AFL Grand Final. 
It will be available on the massive screen in the en-
tertainment hangar.

Drop into our website at www.westfly.com.au 
for full details on how to get there and our con-
tact details.

It isn’t too late either to advertise on our web-
site or at the venue for a very reasonable price. 
There are also display sites available, free of 
charge, to show off your wares. Visit the website 
for details.

NEWSFLASH
Matt Hall to be at  
Westfly 2012
by By Gavin Thobaven, Event Manager



Ever wanted to fly Tailwheel?
Come to the Tailwheel specialists at Aldinga in the heart of the beautiful McLaren 
Vale wine region. Recreational and GA endorsements in our fantastic new Sport 
Cubs or the venerable Piper Super Cub. Sharpen your skills, broaden your horizons.

www.adelaidebiplanes.com.au       Aldinga Airfield   Tel 08 8556 5404

Fly a Classic, Fly a Cub... with Adelaide Biplanes.

02 9424 1700
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A S I pulled up for an early start at 
Pirie aerodrome, the windsock 
was hanging limp in the middle 

of the paddock. Not a breath of wind to 
be felt - perfect! It was a brisk walk over 
to the large hangar for pre-flight checks. 
By the time we opened the doors, the 
sun was just peeking over the southern 
Flinders Ranges, bathing the Jabiru in a 
gold but crisp glow. 

I went though the checklist for start 
up: brake on, doors shut and locked, 
fuel lever on, avionics off, master switch 
on, fuel pump check, both magnetos 
on, throttle fully out, yelled out “CLEAR 
PROP!,” pushed the starter button, set 
power to 1,200 rpm, checked oil pres-
sure, avionics and put my headsets on. 
Then I radioed a taxi call and out we 
went to the holding point. Phew! 

Once in the air, my instructor asked 
me to perform a series of turns at vary-
ing angles of bank which seemed to me 
to take us closer and closer to the large 
lead smelter chimney. At the end of one 
of the turns there was a sudden and 
unexpected bump of turbulence on an 
otherwise still morning. It was explained 
that we had simply flown back into our 
own wake turbulence. Then came some 
basic level climbing and descending, 
plus turning. At high altitude, we then 
performed stalls from clean to full flap. 
Pre-stall warning was only a little buffet, 
as if the Jabiru was gently protesting its 
unsustainable AOA. 

Taxiing back to the apron, my brain 
had clearly soaked up enough informa-
tion because I forgot to let other planes 
know we were leaving the runway. The 
word was ‘vacate’ and it had done the 
same from my head. A quick spot of 
lunch in town soon brought my blood 
sugar levels back to within range. Ap-
proaching the field after lunch, the dis-
tinctive colours of a Royal Flying Doctor 
Service PC-12 came into view. I couldn’t 
see any of the local doctors. They either 
didn’t need to attend the patient hando-
ver or clearly weren’t aviation nuts like 
Dr. Scott or myself revealed whenever 
the RFDS arrived in our small town.

During my circuits, the instructor 
would only chime in if I forgot something 
like carby heat or to switch on the fuel 

pump. It was nice to take off, fly the pat-
tern, make calls and handle the plane 
with only occasional reminding. The 
landings were proving increasingly dif-
ficult with a moderate crosswind, and a 
few were pretty ‘bouncy’. 

Given the strong wind, we gave it 
away for the day and landed. On the 
plus side, my taxiing was much more co-
ordinated and business like, despite the 
continued presence of tumbleweeds. 

After learning how to fuel up the 
plane without discount dockets, we up-
dated my logbook and we watched and 
listened to students from a large train-
ing facility in the city conduct circuits in 
Pirie. It was good for my own learning 
to watch and hear the good and bad 
things they were doing. 

Soon it was time to head home, 
and as I accelerated up to 110 km/h 
on the main highway, I had the strang-
est sensation. It felt like the nose of my 
car was rising up. Because I had been 
in a plane all day, my brain was playing 
tricks. It would be just another annoy-
ing habit I would have to try and coax 
out of the skull. All part of getting more 
experience.

A fellow student told me it didn’t 
matter that I was inexperienced. Be-
cause every pilot had a tonne of luck 
when they started.  He told me that as 
I gained hours and experience, I would 
trade one for the other. It was a sober-
ing thought to head home with. 

Dr Gerry ConsidineLearning to fly

short 
circuits

 I forgot 
to let other 
planes know 
we were 
leaving the 
runway
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I FIRST met John Boatswain last year when I was playing a gig 
in the Blue Mountains. It was immediately clear we had a lot 
in common – playing jazz (me as a drummer and John as a 

very fine saxophonist) and a passion for flying. And it wasn’t long 
before I realised he had a fascinating story to tell of a childhood 
dream to design an aircraft and how he fulfilled that dream. 

To find out more, a few weeks ago, my friend Peter Lightbown and 
I, flying in Peter’s Jabiru R230, took off from Wedderburn airstrip in 
outer Sydney for the trip to Orange airport. The plan was to meet up 
with John and to see his plane which is hangared there (a stablemate 

for several wonderful vintage cars which John has restored).
It was a spectacular day and a beautiful flight over the Blue Moun-

tains, but certainly the most interesting part of the day was seeing 
John’s plane and hearing his story.

It began in about 1942 during the war years when John was a 
child living at Peak Hill in country NSW. He spent his days looking up 
at the many double winged aircraft flying overhead (he later found out 
these were Tiger Moths on training sorties) and playing in a Mosquito 
Bomber which had been abandoned at the back of his house.

These first ‘flying lessons’ were followed up in adult life by a career 

A plane
by Norman 

Nichollsis born
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 The aircraft,  
now known as the  

Boatswain Sonerai, 
is a little stunner

>> John with 
his Sonerai, 
and below, 
the engine

in the aviation industry. The highlights included: 
•  Aircraft salesman with the Beechcraft Company selling the  

Bonanza V35B; 
• Winning 1972 Nationals (gliding) Sports Class; 
• Flying at 17,000ft over Narromine in a Glider under wave; 
• Flying the 22m Nimbus; 
•  Winning three contest days (standard class) Australian National 

Gliding Championships in a field of 50 sailplanes; 
•  Wave flying above the Australian Alps in open class Libelle Sail-

plane (on oxygen) attempting height gain record; 
•  Being Chief Instructor (Gliding Club of Victoria) Benalla teaching 

cross country techniques; 
•  First Glider flight long-wing Kookaburra (ES52B) over Camden with 

Fred Brown under cumulus cloud; 
•  And being offered and accepting a flying job with Gliding Club of 

Victoria, after winning at Waikerie SA (Australian National Gliding 
Championships Sports Class League 2).

However, John’s flying career seemed to be over when he was di-
agnosed with an apparently incurable cancer some years ago. Yet it 
was from that adversity, from which he eventually recovered, that was 
born his desire to fly again and to create the plane we had come to 
Orange to see.

For 3,000 hours over a period of three years, John built by hand 
his experimental (95-10) one-of-a-kind aeroplane, using Sonerai plans 
purchased from the US. Having conducted the required test flying, the 
aircraft received full registration, and John has been flying his baby 
out of Orange ever since.

The Sonerai was originally designed as a pylon racer, using a 
1600cc VW engine. John customised the original design with a more 
powerful engine, a shorter turtle-deck with the canopy moved further 
aft, along with a longer front cowl, a lower profile canopy, large rudder 
and small baggage compartment. 

The aircraft, now known as the Boatswain Sonera, is a little stun-
ner - a slick, single-seat, fast, midwing taildragger with an 18ft wing 
span (with ailerons only, no flaps) and a mighty VW 2180cc engine 
which John estimates produces 85 hp with its 30° 70° cam, tuned 
exhaust , 8.4:1 compression ratio and dual ignition. 

It has great fuel efficiency thanks to the attention John gave to 
cooling and parasite drag while building it. With speeds in excess of 
110kts and a full fuel load of 80 litres, combined with its fuel effi-
ciency, this is an aircraft for going places.

Peter and I flew home over the ridges and valleys of the Blue Moun-
tains with a new insight into aircraft design and a renewed passion for 
ultralight flying.

is born
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A Trip to Packsaddle by Jim Nesbitt

EVERY so often the members of 
the Broken Hill Aero Club like 
to plan a getaway into the less 

travelled and visited locations in our 
area, known as the Western Division 
of New South Wales. 

On this particular trip, we chose 
to visit Packsaddle, on the Silver City 
Highway, between Broken Hill and Ti-
booburra.

Packsaddle is just another dot 
on a map, until you actually visit one 
of the dots. The name dates back to 
when Burke and Wills left a camel 
packsaddle on a hill close by – Pack-
saddle Hill. Packsaddle is a unique 
name – you won’t find another one 
anywhere. 

Personally, I think we all tend to 
take our own neck of the woods too 
lightly, and we overlook the unique 
qualities of local regions. In doing so, 
we miss out on much. Packsaddle 
has an extremely interesting history. 

I can’t find the actual date when 
the original Packsaddle Hotel was 
built, but from the records in the Bar-
rier Miner (the main newspaper for 
the area at that time), it was before 
1892. The newspaper reported:

05/02/1892 Thomas Corcoran 
was shot by an assailant using a re-
volver, (his case involved police from 
towns which no longer exist) Euriowie 
(The creek named after the town still 
does) and Tarrawingee (The ruins are 
still visible).

16/08/1898 The publican licenced 

at this time for Packsaddle committed 
suicide. His name was W. Kelly.

15/11/1898 Packsaddle Hotel 
was burned to the ground. Much sym-
pathy was extended to Mrs. Kelly, due 
to the recent loss of her husband.

10/01/1917 
A telephone service incorporating 

Packsaddle with many now, non exist-
ent, towns was instigated.

It’s obvious Packsaddle has a long 
and colourful history, and has out-
lived earlier sister settlements which 
were started around the same time.

Today Packsaddle has the distinct 
feeling of both being connected to its 
past, while also being an important 
modern venue for the traveller. The cur-
rent owners, Arnie and Mia Degoumois 
have done a brilliant job in this respect.

Our club plans were simple. We we 
weren’t going to be ruled by any time-
table, it was to be a relaxing time. 
So, after finalising our flight plans, 
we left (after lunch) in order to arrive 
(well ahead of sunset). After depart-
ing YBHI under a mostly overcast sky 
with showers to the south of us, we 
headed north into an increasingly 
warmer and sunnier sky and arrived 
at Packsaddle ahead of the weather. 

A couple of pilots had difficulty 
spotting the airstrip, (because it is a 
white quartz runway) but we made it 
down and tied our aircraft down on 
the western end of the strip. 

If you are interested in visiting 
Packsaddle, get some local knowl-

readers' stories

Personally, I  
think we all tend to 

take our own neck of 
the woods too lightly, 

and we overlook 
the unique qualities 

of local regions.

Story of  
the month

Send in your stories and photos in. 
Email editor@sportpilot.net.au
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edge before your departure.
We were met at the airfield by Sally, a new 

comer to the crew, who ferried us to the hotel. 
The Degoumois bought the hotel in August 
2003 and have decorated it with all manner of 
memorabilia. 

In addition to this, they have put in great ac-
commodation. You can relax in your own air-con-
ditioned room and take in a movie via the satel-
lite tv. In this neck of the woods, those are rare.

In the morning, Sally and Mia ferried us back 
to our aircraft and waited until we were airborne 
before leaving.

It was great. We were away from our normal 
lives, in a relaxed environment. The beer was 
cold, the food was great and the company su-
perb. Well worth the trip to Packsaddle if you can.

A GYFTS certificate
by Joe Masters
FOR as long as I can remember all I wanted to 
do was fly.  

From the tender age of eight, I spent much 
of my free time on Microsoft Flight Simula-
tor. In 2006, while on a family holiday in New 
Zealand, I was introduced to one of the real-
istic Boeing 737-800 simulators and I loved 
it. When I suggested to my parents in 2009 
(when I started my first part time job at Coles), 
that I wished to purchase a large block of time 
on one of these simulators, it stimulated my 

father to research to what was available for a 
15 year old in the world of flight and maybe 
prepare me for a career as a pilot. 

After much research and discussion with 
various people, we decided Recreational Avia-
tion was the way to go. So off I went to Austral-
ian Pacific Aviation at Jacobs Well in Queens-
land. I was hooked right from my first flight and 
thanked my parents for stopping me spending 
my money on a simulator. 

I was progressing well when we discovered 
the GYFTS Grant on the RA-Aus website. I ap-
plied for and was successful in my application 
for the Grant which was fantastic because I was 
funding my own lessons through my part time 
job. The grant allowed me to go from flying once 
a fortnight to being able to fly every weekend. 

During this time APA purchased a new 

model of the Foxbat. The new model had a 
few changes from the previous model, one of 
which had a big impact on me. I am 190cms 
tall and I could no longer safely fit into the 
newer model. 

So I was forced to find a new school, a new 
aircraft, in unfamiliar air space at GoFly Avia-
tion at Caboolture. 

Finally, in September 2011, a couple of 
weeks after gaining my “P” plate driver’s li-
cence on the road, I also passed my flight test 
at the age of 17. 

After my first solo flight, I felt as if I needed 
to change my pants, but I was hooked. Another 
few months, I completed my senior year of high 
school and set off for a career in aviation. 

I applied to a Jetstar advertisement for their 
Pilot Cadet Programme and undertook their in-
terview process. I was accepted into the Jetstar 
Cadet pilot program which started in Melbourne 
in February. 

I cannot thank RA-Aus and Airservices 
Australia enough for the GYFTS grant and all 
five of my instructors for all their help, advice 
and patience. 

In a couple of years if you happen to be on 
a Jetstar flight with the First Officer (hopefully 
aged 19) named Joe Masters, feel some pride 
in knowing you helped a young pilot achieve 
his dreams when you added those couple of 
extra dollars to your RA-Aus membership fees.

>> The line-up on the Dalmuir property airstrip parking bay and escort 
vehicles, driven by sister Mel and her husband, Shane; Packsaddle 

airstrip; The welcome fire and a glass of red wine led to many stories. 
 

readers' stories
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readers' stories

What got me flying?
By Juris Greste
ONE of my best friends in high school was always building model planes. 

When he joined Qantas as a maintenance engineering apprentice, I 
followed his career with some envy. He went all the way to being a senior 
flight engineer with Cathay, hopping around exotic places. He regularly 
declared that he felt embarrassed getting paid for what he loved doing. 
For years, I savoured his stories. Some people have aptitude as well as 
luck. I ended up as a mere architect. 

My boss for many years was a passionate sailor of the Soling class 
of racing yachts. His stories of how an aerofoil (sail) can make you move 
against the wind got to me. As we travelled around distant jobs by car, 
conversation about the improvements to his boat was a more relaxing 
option than analysing the results of the meeting we had just left. 

One day when I could not bear the sail fascination any longer, I bought 
a small yacht. It was probably not much cheaper than flying, but it was a 
little less selfish because I could take my three boys and spend whole 
weekends afloat. Nevertheless, the intellectual challenge of managing 
and coping with the constantly changing elements – varying wind condi-
tions, currents and other water hazards –gripped me. It also presented 
me with a completely different environment from the office. When you 
sail, it demands all your attention, so you are obliged to forget about eve-
rything else.

Some indulgences become family affairs. One of my sons, Andrew, 
declared after finishing high school that he was interested in a career in 
aviation. As fate would have it, he ended up with a degree in agricultural 
science. But as a consolation prize, for his 21st birthday, we gave him the 
equivalent of the cost of a flying course. Perhaps it was my projection on 
him of my own dormant ambition.

We continued on our different career paths – I as a practicing architect 
then a stint in academia, Andrew as a cotton farm manager. 

One day he announced he was going to join a small group to start a 

local soaring club. I had, over the years, been on occasional short flights 
in light aircraft from a Mooney to an aerochute. However, when Andrew 
got his glider licence and took me up, I was smitten. I should not admit to 
fatherly rivalry, but I knew I wanted to do this too. 

Small soaring clubs can be difficult to sustain. Andrew’s club folded 
when the CFI relocated. Andrew wanted to continue flying, so he set off 
and achieved an RA-Aus certificate. Then one day he announced he was 
thinking of building his own kit plane. 

I promised him my physical help and moral support so he ordered a 
Van’s RV7. To bolster our belief in the project, we both attended a week-
end course to assure ourselves we were capable of aircraft standard riv-
eting. After many thousands of rivets later, the RV is at the instrument 
fitting stage. 

By this time my career was tapering off, but the flying bug had well and 
truly got a grip on me. If I was going to fly with Andrew, I did not want to be 
merely a passenger. 

I may not get an RV7 endorsement, but I wanted to speak the same 
language and be a part of it. It was time to get serious. The route I chose 
was powered gliding at Tyagarah, near Byron Bay. Gliding gave me a 
sound understanding of the basics of flight and the importance of good 
judgement. Powered gliding gave me an independence from launching 
rituals, as well as the opportunity to learn the fundamentals of engine 
management. 

But the logistics of getting from Brisbane to Tyagarah often enough 
presented problems. 

So I turned to Caboolture, the Mecca of RA-Aus flying– an excellent 
school, four grass runways, captivating scenery and a train to get me 
there and back. 

Whether it be it in a yacht or plane, the idea that air movement can 
propel me against the wind or keep me aloft is a never ending fascination.

And what keeps me flying? An air safari is a seductive fancy. In the 
meantime, every lift off is a thrill; no two circuits are ever the same and a 
good landing is reward enough. 

>> Juris 
and 

Andrew 
go flying
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IT is cheaper to go by plane. How often have 
you heard that? In these days of competi-
tive airfares, those words have been said 

many times. However, when it comes to visit-
ing exotic islands off the coast of South East 
Queensland, it can also be said that it is cheap-
er to take your own plane, especially if it is a ba-
sic one like mine. That is certainly true for North 
Stradbroke Island, and it has also turned out to 
be true for Fraser Island, a hundred or so nauti-
cal miles to the north of Stradbroke. 

The largest sand island in the world, with an 
area of 184,000ha, Fraser Island is more than 
67nm long and twelve or so at its widest point. 
The island has a World Heritage listing similar to 
Uluru, Kakadu and the Great Barrier Reef, and 
is described as a place of exceptional beauty: 
long uninterrupted white beaches are flanked 
by strikingly coloured sand cliffs, with over 100 
freshwater lakes, some tea-coloured, others 
clear and blue, but all ringed by white sandy 
beaches. Wow! It is further described as hav-
ing ancient rainforests growing in sand along 
the banks of fast-flowing, crystal-clear creeks. 
What the Fraser Island website doesn’t men-
tion, though, is that it also has several bush air-
strips, including a very serviceable 670m grass 
strip, perched on a sandy cliff 20m above the 
foaming surf, at Orchid Beach.

For pilots coming up from the south wanting 
to visit Fraser Island, a good stopping off and 
refuelling point is Gympie, a town with a popula-
tion of eleven thousand, about 90nm north of 
Brisbane. Gympie airport is 80nm from Orchid 
Beach and boasts a 1,400m sealed runway with 
an 800m grass cross strip. Gympie is a town with 
history. Originally settled for grazing purposes, 

the area became important when gold was dis-
covered in 1867. Gold mining still plays a role in 
the area’s fortunes, along with agriculture (pre-
dominantly dairy), timber and tourism.

My Irish mate, Stephen Cummins, was wait-
ing for me outside his hangar when I arrived at 
Gympie. Not too long ago, Steve had the very 
good luck to meet up with a very lovely lady by 
the name of Biserka, and they are now an insep-
arable unit. Biserka is originally from Yugoslavia 
and has taken to the position of co-pilot in Ste-
phen’s Jabiru 2200 with absolute enthusiasm. 
Stephen is a regular participant at local fly-ins, 
particularly BVSAC events, and you will never 
see him without his elegant partner. 

Steve Donald arrived shortly after me in his 
Savannah, closely followed by Peter Pretorius 
in his Tailwind and Yoshi Tanabe in the Dragon-
fly. We were soon organised and (in my case) 
refuelled. Peter and Yoshi had only come to 
Gympie to see us off (and for me to get photos 
of Yoshi’s plane),  so only three aircraft head-
ed north to Fraser. We had to zigzag our way 
around scuddy showers for about 20nm, but 
soon found clear, smooth air along the main 
Fraser Beach. We arrived over Orchid about an 

Orchid beach 
       Beautiful one day,      perfect the next

by Arthur Marcel



Orchid beach 
       Beautiful one day,      perfect the next

>> Planning our 
next excursion

hour after leaving Gympie. 
The Orchid Beach airstrip is oriented 13/31 

and is, as already said, perched on a sand cliff 
above the sea. It is protected from the sea 
breeze by a line of stunted trees running along 
the cliff edge and this makes for a very bumpy 
short final if the wind is up, as it was on this 
day. The small wheels on my Sapphire had no 
problem on the tufty grass and we all found 
the surface very acceptable. There was plenty 
of parking, but the tie-down situation was not 
ideal because the soft sand would not hold tie-
down stakes very well. 

Standing directly behind the airfield is the 
Orchid Beach Trading Post. The proprietor of this 
general store is Don McKay. He has been living 
on Fraser since 1985. He started the Trading 
Post in 1991. He told me that the building was 
originally part of a resort closed by the Queens-
land Government at that time for environmental 
reasons. Don said it took him about ten years to 
get lease approval for his operation. He says he 
likes the island lifestyle and plans to stay there. 
Further up the hill from the Trading Post is Orchid 

Beach village with about 140 blocks. These are 
mainly holiday rentals with only 30 regular resi-
dents. Don says that, on average, there are two 
or three arrivals per week at the strip, with Air 
Fraser sometimes doing charter flights. Landing 
fees are $20 per aircraft. I forgot to ask whether 
under-wing camping is allowed at YORC, but I be-
lieve it is. Bill Molliner is the man responsible for 
mowing the grass. It is advisable to check with 
Bill on (07) 4127 9441 before arrival to know 
when it was last cut.

We spent about two hours there. We didn’t 
descend the cliff to the surf because it looked 
quite precarious. Mostly we sat at the edge of 
the airfield, ate our lunch and planned our next 
excursion. We would have liked to have been 
sitting in the shade up at the shop; however, 
we had been hunted away from there. Even 
though we had paid $60 between us for land-
ing fees; even though I had gone there with the 
professed intention of giving the place national 
coverage in Australia’s highest circulating avia-
tion magazine; and even though, at that time, 
we were the only visitors, we weren’t permit-
ted to sit on the benches in front of the Orchid 

Beach Trading Post to eat our sandwiches be-
cause we hadn’t bought them at the store! Hard 
to believe, but true. 

A convoy of four-wheel drives arrived just 
before our departure and we had quite an audi-
ence as we took off. The trip home was back 
along the eastern shore. This time, I had woken 
up to the presence of a ridge wave caused by 
the strong sea breeze curving upwards over 
the steep coastal incline. The lift was smooth 
and powerful and, at 500ft above the beach 
with only half power on the Rotax, I cruised the 
length of the island. It was absolutely exhilarat-
ing and definitely the highlight of my trip. There 
was even one magic moment when I was for-
mated on by a hefty, white and grey sea eagle, 
but he quickly broke away unable to keep up. I 
also saw another aircraft which had landed on 
the beach near an old wrecked ship, along with 
numerous bush vehicles using the sand as a 
kind of highway to reach their camping sites. We 
met up again at Gympie and said our goodbyes. 
I made it home to Forest Hill about half an hour 
before sunset. It was a trip I would definitely like 
to do again. 

feature
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Brumby’s new evolution  
A WORKHORSE

>> Cavernous cabin 
with me inside

by Kreisha Ballantyne

feature
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BRUMBY HIGH WING SPECIFICATIONS
Wing span  28ft
Length of fuselage  20ft
Wing area  117sq ft
Cockpit width  47in (119.38 cm)
Engine options 
 Rotax 912 and Lycoming O-233 
Fuel capacity  140 ltrs
Maximum take off weight  600kg

Empty weight  345kg
Cruise speed at 75% power   
 110kts
Stall speed  35kts
VNE  140kts
Climb speed  65kts
Rate of climb  1,000fpm
Landing speed  55kts



feature
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OVER the mountains, a mere seventy 
minute flight away from Sydney, 
stands a small aircraft manufacturing 

company called Brumby. Family owned and op-
erated, they’ve been making light, all-metal air-
craft for over twenty years. Some time ago, I flew 
their sporty low wing and deemed it the aircraft 
I would buy should I ever purchase a two-seater; 
it’s an elegant, sleek, bubble canopied little bird, 
perfect for a pilot who still likes to see rivets on 
their aircraft.

Two weeks ago, I received a call inviting me 
to come and fly their brand new prototype - the 
Brumby 610 Evolution – a two seat, training 
and recreational aircraft. I flew to Cowra to see 
whether the new machine was as impressive as 
its low wing sister.

Being a high wing the Evolution lacks the 
streamlined, sporty cut of the low wing. Pack-
aged as a trainer, it has a functional appearance 
– ‘sturdy’, ‘robust’ and ‘hardworking’ are words 
that sprang to my mind. Truth be told, the Evolu-
tion is not as good-looking as its sibling.

The first thing that struck me was its decep-
tive cabin size. Entry is through one of two very 
large doors, whereupon I was reminded of the 
first advantage of the highwing – easy access. 
This should most certainly be taken into ac-

count for elderly or less nimble pilots, as well 
as the very tall. The cabin is cavernous – 

a massive seven inches wider than 

the 172 and able to accommodate pilots up to 
200cm tall. With an under-panel mounted con-
trol stick and runner adjustable seats, there is 
ample room for the most rotund of pilots.

Inside, the Evolution is laid out in the tradi-
tional GA format – the trim wheel, carby heat and 
throttles are reminiscent of a 152; the aircraft is 
fitted with toe brakes and a Vernier throttle. Elec-
tric flap and a steerable nose wheel complete 
the GA feel of the 610.

Because the aircraft has a six hour endur-
ance, Brumby has given a great deal of thought 
to comfort: the seats are finished with leather 
and fitted with four point harnesses. Cabin heat 
is a standard, rather than optional, fit. 

For the instrument panel there is a choice of 
conventional instruments or the increasingly pop-
ular Dynon D180. Its lightweight, low cost, simple 
to install characteristics make it an easy choice for 
Brumby to offer as an option. 

I took it for a spin (not literally, of course) with 
Temora Aviation display pilot,  Paul Goard, son 
of Phil and the flight training component of the 
Brumby family. 

Climbing out at around 1,200fpm, we reached 
4,000ft in under four minutes and tried a few 
stalls. With a stall speed of 37kts, it seemed to 
take forever to get there; when we did, it was bare-
ly noticeable - perhaps the politest stall I have ever 
encountered - no wing drop. A mere unloading of 
the nose was enough to unstall us immediately.

“Docile stall characteristics are a major con-
sideration in a trainer,” remarked Paul. “This is 
a compliant, well behaved machine. The buffer 
between the approach speed and the stall speed 
is massive.”

Here too, the second advantage of a high 
wing became apparent – excellent visibility. We 
cruised comfortably at 110kts, and I could im-
mediately see the advantages of this aircraft as 
a tourer. While the six hour endurance certainly 
exceeds the average person’s bladder capacity, 
in these days of dwindling fuel supplies at coun-
try airports, it’s reassuring to know you can flight 
plan along leg without having to worry about fuel.

After some steep turns, and some general 
handling we went in for a few circuits. Paul hand-
ed it over to me to land, and it was, once again, 
extremely well behaved. Pulling back the power 
on downwind, we lowered flap at 80kts and 
stayed on profile down to the aim point, where 
we crossed the threshold at about 55kts, allow-
ing us a slow, stress-free landing. On go-around, I 
‘forgot’ to raise the flaps (as many students do in 
early training), and we still took off and climbed 
out easily. We tried a flapless approach and an 
emergency glide approach, again with very little 
fuss. Paul demonstrated a short field take off, 
where we were off by 300 metres.

Evolution owner, Andrew Broad, President of 
the Victorian Farmers’ Association, says the air-
craft is perfect for farmers.

>> Fabulous 
paintwork, 
and right, 
Phil tests 

engine mount 
strength
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“Its short field characteristics are well suited 
for us. I have a 600m strip and the Brumby pre-
sents no challenges landing there under most 
weather conditions. My wife is a reluctant flier, 
but feels very safe in the Evolution because of 
its all-metal build and steel undercarriage. I am 
also a big supporter of local industry, and am 
glad to be buying an aircraft from an Australian 
rural business.”

Fitted with a Rotax 912 (A Lycoming O-233 
option is available) it is aimed squarely at the 
training market. With an 18 lph fuel burn, 6 hour 
flight endurance and 110kt cruise, it’s a pretty 
fine option when compared to a 152, no matter 
which way you do the maths.

Marketing manager, Ross McRae, says the 
Evolution also brings economic benefits.

“While I appreciate LSAs do not have a great 
track record for standing up to the punishing en-
vironment of the training market, I feel the 610 
Evolution really challenges this. 

“Its solid aluminium chrome moly build, 
with tough and robust 13mm thick spring steel 
formed undercarriage legs with the Cleveland 
style wheels and brakes, makes it the toughest 
LSA on the market. 

“In terms of economy, the Rotax-fitted 912 
has a fuel burn of 18 litres per hour, running at 
50% of the capital cost of the average GA trainer. 
In addition, maintenance costs are significantly 
lower, with a 100 hourly being 50% cheaper on 
a Rotax. All in all, I feel Brumby is offering a mod-
ern, high powered LSA perfectly positioned for 
the training environment.”

To demonstrate the process of creating this 
rugged LSA, Paul showed me around the factory. 
Every part of the Brumby, with the exception of 
the engine and prop, is built on-site in Cowra.

“The Brumby centre section has 2¼” ma-
chined spar caps, top and bottom with a .040 
web. Solid aluminium formed ribs join the front 
and rear spar with intercostals and doublers to 
create an extremely strong monocoque structure 
of conventional aircraft design,” says Paul.

Everything here is designed to GA specifi-
cations: with struts the same size as the 182 
and a rudder like a barn door, it certainly cuts 
a GA figure. 

Phil, the designer of the aircraft, came on 
board with some safety stats, informing me 
Brumby had hired an independent test pilot who 
spun the aircraft 56 times, testing the fore, mid 

and aft C of G positions and employing a spin 
chute. The wing can bear a loading force equiva-
lent to 64 bags of cement.

For a comparison, Paul and I followed the fac-
tory tour with a flight in the elegant low-wing 600. 
I was mightily surprised to note I actually pre-
ferred flying the high wing! From a training per-
spective, you certainly can’t go past the sedate 
characteristics of the Evolution – comfortable, 
sturdy and very, very forgiving. It may not win any 
beauty contests, but then again, neither will the 
Cessna training fleet. 

Overall, Brumby is extremely satisfied with 
the Evolution. In a tough market like today’s, with 
training doing it the toughest of all, it’s reassuring 
to know there are options for students to learn 
to fly more cheaply,  especially for those of us 
tired of flying the ancient asthmatic aircraft many 
schools still have online in Australia. 

The hardest task ahead is changing the an-
cient mindset of schools and operators with re-
gard to using LSAs. The company’s foresight in 
providing a Lycoming option will hopefully bear 
fruit. Offering a light, traditional GA engine is a 
smart move and Brumby should be saluted for 
being the first to do so.

>> The Brumby 
factory and the 
Brumby rear interior 

>> Multicam >> Cabin >> Engine
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A   RECENTLY released biography of Bert 
Hinkler (1892-1933) by Brisbane 
writer, Grantlee Kieza is welcome. 

The first one, by Roy Mackenzie, is long out 
of print and failed to look into anything of 
an intimate or personal nature apart, from 
‘happy families’.

Hinkler was foremost a pilot of uncom-
mon skill and fortitude who, by his solo long 
distance flights in light aircraft, where he es-
tablished records and sometimes broke them, 
became world famous. He’d also been a fight-
er-pilot, a test-pilot, an aircraft designer and a 
practical engineer of note.

It is hard to imagine in terms of today’s 
world what it was like in Hinkler’s day to be 
swept up in a huge groundswell of public ac-
claim.  Tens of thousands of people converged 
on airfields to see the conquering heroes ar-
rive. The volume of letters and telegrams re-
ceived by every flier who chalked up another 
record was staggering.

The awards bestowed and the monuments 
erected in their names are dominant features 
from the era of the long distance flier.

The flight which put Hinkler in the history 
books for all time was his 1928 England to 
Australia solo. Punch Magazine marked this 
achievement with a full page illustration of a 
big ‘roo reaching up waving the Australian flag 
as Hinkler’s plane approached Darwin. The 
caption read – Hinkle Hinkle little star. . . . six-
teen days and here you are.

For the Hinkler biographer, there are few 
revelatory wellsprings to tap, only the assorted 
impressions of people with whom he worked 
on airfields, workshops and in hangars. So, to 
do the man’s story justice at this remove re-
quires intuition, considerable interpretive skill 
and psychological insights beyond the reach of 
anyone with little learning in this field.

Grantlee Kieza has managed with the aid of 
newspaper reports and some surviving letters, 
to sketch a credible picture of the significant 
events in his subject’s life, from Hinkler’s early 
days growing up in Bundaberg around the turn 
of the century to his fatal plane crash in 1933. 

Over the years there has been a welter of 
controversy concerning the cause of the crash. 

The eminently qualified Australian airman, Lang 
Kidby, who has flown re-enactments of famous 
flights between England and Australia, has 
studied closely the Hinkler crash site near the 
summit of a 1600 metre high mountain range 
in Italy. It is his conviction that Hinkler came to 
grief trying to get through in impossible weather 
and that all other hypotheses, such as mechani-
cal failure, are far fetched. Kieza only mentions 
alternative scenarios in passing.

There are some passages in the book 
which give the impression Mr Kieza may have 
read a few too many Air Adventures of Biggles -

‘Bert wrestled with the joystick with all the 
strength in his brawny forearms.’

‘Bert watched Harry Hawker cheat death in 
solving the riddle of the tailspin.’

‘Bert arrived, a first-class, fair-dinkum, 
world-beating, headline grabbing, heart-stop-
ping pilot.’

Markedly better and free of all hype is his 
account of how he first learned of Hinkler - 

‘The life of Bert Hinkler has intrigued me 
since the early 1970s when I was a small boy 
on a school trip to the old Queensland Muse-
um (since relocated). I was terrified of heights 
back then and the sight of a tiny silver biplane 
hanging from the lofty roof of that cavernous 
building sent a shiver down my spine. When I 
was told that a man had flown in that little ma-
chine all the way from England, alone and un-
assisted, through storms and over mountains 
and deserts, jungles and oceans, I realised 
that Queensland had produced a hero to rival 
the most daring in the world.’

Throughout the book there is a mass of in-
formation about what scores of contemporary 
pioneers were doing. This is overdone and im-
pedes the flow of the Hinkler narrative, similar 
to the way Peter Fitzsimons tackled his recent 
Kingsford Smith biography, loading it with ex-
cessive extraneous detail. 

Where the book does break new and quite 
astonishing ground is in its revelations about 
the turmoil in Hinkler’s private life. Leaving 
his de facto wife at home in Southampton, 
he first visited America in 1925 as a reserve 
seaplane pilot in England’s team competing 
for the Schneider Trophy, a biennial interna-

tional event.  There he met an attractive young 
stenographer, Glasgow-born with ‘bright blue 
eyes, shining brown hair and a smile that Bert 
couldn’t get out of his head.’

He was deeply, irrevocably smitten. For the 
next eight years, until his death, he was em-
broiled in a tortuous emotional triangle, one 
that gave him only partial peace of mind. His 
mood swung from delight to despair. At root he 
was a kindly, gentle man, a romantic, for whom 
the thought of causing avoidable hurt was 
anathema. He was at once plucky, decisive, 
and methodical as airman and engineer. Yet 
away from that afflicted with feet of clay, una-
ble to resolve his dilemma, resorting to deceit. 

No surprise that in his wallet found at the 
crash site were ten photographs of his blue-
eyed beloved.

Although Mr Kieza does not explore in any 
depth the psychological implications pertinent 
to a man oppressed by internal conflicts and 
either unwilling or unable to comprehend the 
consequences of delivering for years hope-
lessly mixed messages, he does allude to 
some of the tragic aspects of the triangular 
relationship.

While the book ends on the saddest of 
notes, within it are several references to Hin-
kler’s quiet, wry and impish humour, such as 
when he was quoted in the press in 1932 –

‘I hope to fly for another forty years, even if 
I have to build a plane specially fitted to carry 
crutches. A woman is as old as she looks, but 
a man is old when he ceases to look.’

The aviation correspondent of The Sydney 
Morning Herald certainly had the measure of 
the man as airman when he wrote around the 
time of the fatal accident –

‘While other pilots of smaller but more 
raucous calibre trumpeted to the world their 
plans, hopes and accomplishments, Bert 
Hinkler moved in silence, and nobody was 
ever aware of what he intended until he was 
actually on the way. So it was with his last 
strange flight.’

John Darcy Williams is a Hobart-based avia-
tion historian and former flying doctor and 
airline pilot.  

Reviewed by Darcy Williams

Book 
review

Bert Hinkler - The Most  
Daring Man In The World
Author: Grantlee Kieza Publisher: Harper Collins
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Strahan on approach 

Macquarie Harbour

IT began like this. About mid last year my 
pilot partner, Vasant, forwarded me an 
email from the Illawarra Flyers about a 

proposed trip from Wollongong to Tasmania. 
Who could resist a Bass Strait return trip in 
a single engine aircraft?

We would travel in a group of nine people 
in four planes, and, joy of joys, someone else 
would be organising the trip.

So in mid February we took to the skies in 
our Jabiru 230D from Wollongong, following 
the NSW south coast via Mallacoota, crossing 
into Victoria for one night in Bairnsdale. The 
next day we flew further west along the Victo-
rian coast to Yarram, making a left turn across 
Bass Strait to Flinders Island via Hogan and 
Deal Islands for two nights. The next leg of our trip was down the east coast 
of Tassie landing at Friendly Beaches bush strip for a night in Bicheno. 

To get to Strahan on the west coast, we flew around the south east and 
south west coasts of Tassie via Wineglass Bay, Maria Island, Port Arthur, 
Bruny Island, Bathurst Harbour, Southwest National Park and Macquarie 
Harbour. After two nights in Strahan we flew via Sandy Cape to refuel at 
Wynyard on the north coast and made another crossing of Bass Strait via 
Robbins and Three Hummock Islands to King Island for two nights. 

A final Bass Strait crossing took us across Victoria to Tocumwal on the 
Murray River for one night, then home to Wollongong via Cootamundra.

We travelled around 1,470nm (approximately 2,650km) in thirteen fly-
ing hours over ten fabulous days.  Apart from the thrill of the Bass Strait 
crossing, flying the southern coast of Tasmania with its rugged mountains 

and natural beauty was a joy to behold. The first 
glimpse of Macquarie Harbour with a peek of 
the Gordon River and the Strahan strip were 
very welcome sights. 

The group we travelled with was fun. They 
were generous with experience. Special thanks 
to Peter Bryce from Illawarra Flyers, who 
planned the trip including the route, accommo-
dation, day tours and fuel stops, with great care 
and precision.

Other highlights included the freedom to go 
to places like Flinders and Kings Islands and fly 
around the formidable but beautiful coast and 
national parks of Tassie, as well as the privilege 
of cruising on the Gordon River and being up 
close and personal with ancient Huon Pines 

and unspoiled landscapes. And I must mention the moment when we took 
a left turn from Yarram on the south coast of Victoria and said “Bass Strait 
here we come!” As one of our fellow travellers Philip Olsen remarked, “On 
these flying trips you should do things that you can’t easily do on a com-
mercial flight.”

What didn’t change because we flew in a group? Weather is king and 
not always predictable. Have plenty of fuel; be well planned but ready to 
change the plan depending on the weather or other factors; take advice 
but make and take responsibility for your own decisions; work as a team; 
acknowledge learning opportunities and always count your blessings.

You can see more at our blog: http://theflyingnabateans.blogspot.com/
For more information about The Illawarra Flyers, contact club Presi-

dent John Cleary: johncleary@westnet.com.au 

here we come!

>> Scenic Tassie 
South Coast

by  Bernadette Bowe

 Weather 
is king and 
not always 
predictable

Bass Strait
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Bass Strait islands

Yarram turning left 

to Bass Strait

here we come!
>> King 
Island 
Cape 
Wickham 
lighthouse

Bass Strait
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Almost 20 years experience freighting aircraft and aircraft parts
 Convenient door to door service (if required)
 Weekly departures for consolidated cargo & full containers
 Flexible part container and full container services
 Convenient door to door service (if required)
 Honest advice
   Competitive costing
 Personal, friendly service

For a quote email christine@chfreight.com.au
or shelly@chfreight.com.au with supplier details, 
weights & dimensions – that’s all we need.

Call C&H Freight First!

100% 
Australian 

owned

PAIN-FREE IMPORTING FOR HOMEBUILDERS

Unit 3, 4-8 Mareno Rd
Tullamarine Vic 3043
Fax: 03 9330 0811

JK
D

 V
 1

12
08

03 9330 0800

PO Box 30 DENMAN NSW 2328 
Dexter Burkill — 0428 686 396 (Denman) 
Sean Griffin — 0499 030 659 (The Oaks) www.atecplanes.com.au  

email: atecplanes@bigpond.com 

Introducing to 

Australia 

FAETA 

“Created in the image of the 
legendary ZEPHYR  

we now present the all  
Carbon Fibre/Composite  
Factory Built FAETA” 

From Basic to Luxury models 
Optional Rotax 912iS engine 
Excellent Trainer with 912  
80HP or 100HP engine 
550kg MTOW 278kg Empty 
2 x 50L Wing Tanks 

  
  
  
 
  
  

The Legendary  ZEPHYR still 
Available in Kit form 
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THE Operations Manual is all an RA-Aus pilot 
needs...or is it? 

All holders of a Private Pilot Licence, RA-Aus 
Pilot Certificate or a balloon licence, operate 
under common regulations. Some are only rel-
evant to pilots who fly with fare paying passen-
gers, internationally, at night or in cloud. Others 
apply to pilots flying single engine aeroplanes 
under day Visual Flight Rules (VFR). Regardless 
of what you fly, all pilots are obliged to have an 
understanding of, and a healthy respect for, the 
regulations and the regulator. 

This is not to make the regulator out as an 
ogre, but to remind pilots that regulations and 
legislation are in place to allow us to enjoy a 
safe flying environment. Ultimately, if any one of 
us tries to do something different, or we do not 
follow the requirements of the legislation, there 
is potential for safety to be compromised.

It is important to be aware the Operations and 
Technical Manuals represent only a small part of 
the requirements for RA-Aus pilots to legally fly. 
This fact is highlighted on page two of the Intro-
duction Section of our Operations Manual:

The Civil Aviation Regulations 1988, Civil Avia-
tion Safety Regulations and Civil Aviation Orders 
are available on the CASA website www.casa.gov.
au. This link takes you to the Australian Govern-
ment Commonwealth Law site where you can 
read or download the appropriate regulations.

They take some effort to wade through, how-
ever there are some easier sources to assist 
pilots to find the regulations relevant to their 
operations. To make things clearer for us mere 
mortals, the CASA website has Civil Aviation Ad-
visory Publications, which provide clarification 
and interpretation of regulations. The number 

of the CAAP relates to the relevant regulation it 
is assisting the pilot to interpret. 

On the Airservices website www.airservic-
esaustralia.com under Pilot Briefing Services, 
Operational Documentation, there is a link 
called the Aviation Information Publication, 
which is divided into four sections - General, En-
Route, Aerodrome and Index. This document is 
where pilots will find information ranging from 
abbreviations, decoding information for weath-
er forecasts, VFR, aerodromes, procedures, ra-
dio protocols and First Light - Last Light graphs. 
The AIP provides the regulations in a slightly 
easier to digest form, and contains sections 
appropriate to VFR and IFR pilots, although the 
regulations remain the primary reference.

We have also previously mentioned an ex-
cellent reference book, the Visual Flight Rules 
Guide, a copy of which we encourage all pilots 
to download once a year. Simply type “visual 
flight rules guide” into the search engine on the 
CASA home page to easily find this document 
and download it. The VFG contains sections in-
cluding Pre-Flight Planning, Operations, General, 
Emergency and Helicopter Operations. The VFRG 
provides not only a plain English, easily digested 
version of the regulations, but also a reference to 
the appropriate AIP, CAR, CASR or CAO.

Exemptions
So if you are still with us, let’s take a look at the 
other misunderstood aspect of regulations for 
RA-Aus pilots - the exemptions. 

In general terms, while CASA is responsible 
for the safety of air navigation in Australia, self-
administering organisations like RA-Aus, the 
Hang Gliding Federation of Australia or Gliding 
Federation of Australia have been delegated by 
CASA to administer their own members. 

Aeroplanes used by RA-Aus, HGFA or GFA 
pilots may be amateur built, or not built to the 
same standards as General Aviation aeroplanes. 
But although we use our aeroplanes for rec-
reational flying and not in fare paying passenger 
roles, we are not exempt from the regulatory re-
quirements. Therefore, we need exemptions to 
some of the requirements of these regulations, 
and also need replacements which can be ad-
ministered by the relevant organisations. 

As outlined in CASR 200.13 and CASR 

200.14, RA-Aus pilots flying weight shift or 3 
axis aeroplanes currently have an exemption 
to all CASR’s, however these exemptions are 
only applicable if also complying with the re-
quirements of CAO95.55, 95.32 or 95.10. (At 
some point in the future, all self-administering 
organisation’s operations will be written into the 
regulations and we will no longer have to oper-
ate under exemptions. This should make inter-
pretation of the regulations easier).

In the Operations Manual, refer to CAO 95.10, 
95.32 or 95.55, which outline the exemptions 
under which RA-Aus pilots operate. These relate 
to airworthiness and maintenance requirements, 
including maintenance releases and aircraft log-
books; carriage of flight manuals; holding a flight 
crew licence and radio operator licence; mark-
ings on aircraft; documents to be carried; acro-
batic flight; low flying; formation flying; specific 
guidelines in the vicinity of non-controlled aero-
dromes (powered parachutes only); authorisa-
tions for operations from CASA; number of flight 
crew required; restrictions of advertising (relating 
to flight training only); starting and running of en-
gines; radio malfunctions; carriage of emergency 
systems and flights over water.

Before you start getting excited about ex-
emptions, remember that any exemptions from 
the CAR’s listed above will have an equivalent 
requirement replacing it in the Operations or 
Technical Manual, specific to our particular 
needs and operational requirements. In other 
words, the exemptions are only there because 
the regulation is not applicable to our category 
of aeroplane or operation, and is therefore re-
placed with another specific regulation better 
suited to our requirements. 

We hope this clarifies any long held beliefs of 
some members, that we are exempt from every-
thing but the Operations and Technical Manuals.

The final word is a challenge for pilots and 
readers. When there is a wet and miserable day 
and you can’t go flying, sit in front of a warm fire 
with your computer and read the regulations. It is 
very important to find out the facts for yourself, 
rather than rely on hangar talk or stories from 
other pilots, which tend to reinforce what you 
want to hear and not always what is permissible. 

You may find you begin to appreciate your 
instructor better.

It’s all about the regs

It is important to find out 
the facts for yourself, rather 

than rely on hangar talk

Pilot 
talk

pilot talk

Zane Tully & Jill Bailey 
RA-Aus Operations team

NOTE
The applicaple sections and requirements 

of the Civil Aviation Act, CAR’s, CASR’s, 
CAO’s, and any relevant legislation as 

amended from time to time apply to all 
recreational aircraft just as they do other 

aircraft except where RA-Aus member 
is specifically exempted from some 

regulations in either CAO, 95-10, 95-32 or 
95-55 or in CASR part 200 
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IN 1969 (back in the Dreamtime) I obtained 
my Private Pilot’s Licence. By 1992, after 
owning a couple of aircraft, I had accrued a 

total of 3,300 hours. 
By this time I was living on Sweers Island in 

the Gulf of Carpentaria. The cost of maintaining 
an aircraft in such a remote location was prohibi-
tive. For any unscheduled problem an engineer 
had to fly from Cairns, Mareeba or Mount Isa at 
great cost (I became fairly good at D.I.Y. mainte-
nance). So we decided to sell our beloved Arrow 
and use the local charter operators.

From 1992 until 2012 I would have done 
no more than 20 hours, all under supervision, 

so I decided to let my medical and BFR lapse. I 
thought my flying career was at an end. 

Chris Cabot, Wagga Air Centre (NSW Tec-
nam dealer) has been a regular visitor to our 
fishing lodge since way back when he was a 
lowly private pilot. Late in 2011, Chris rang to 
say he was bringing a Tecnam to Burketown 
to do some RA-Aus conversions and asked if I 
would like to be included. “S**t yeah!” (or may-
be I said “You bet I do.”) 

That first flight went something like this:
Me: (as we are taxiing) “Where is the mixture 
control?”
Chris: “There isn’t one.”

Me: “Keep a close eye on me, I have done bug-
ger all flying in the past 20 years and I have never 
flown anything with a stick.”
Chris: “You’ll be ‘right, it comes naturally.”
Me: “At my age NOTHING comes naturally.”
I took off and was climbing out at an unbelievable 
rate, at 5,500 rpm.
Chris: “What are you doing?”
Me: “Reducing the power.”
Chris: “Leave the bloody thing alone. You can 
throttle back in cruise.”

Downwind, ready to turn Base.
Chris: “Power off to 3,000 RPM.”
I started to gradually reduce power.
Chris: “3,000 RPM NOW!”
Me: “But. But…Shock Cooling?”
Chris: “Can’t shock cool a Rotax, liquid cooled 
heads, 3,000 RPM NOW or we will never get 
down!”

by Tex Battle 
Sweers Island Gulf of Carpentaria
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This old Lycoming/Continental driver had 
great difficulty with this. 

But the result was:
I grasped the use of a stick instead of a yoke 

within one circuit, soloed in about 6 circuits, com-
pleted my five hours and became the proud hold-
er of an RA-Aus Pilot Certificate, which I though I 
would never use.

As fate would have it, a few months later, a 
friend, Harold Cislowski of Ayr, North Queensland 
– decided to sell his home-built Canadian de-
signed Ultravia Pelican P.L. (Google it), a side-by-
side, two seater, high-wing, Rotax-powered, light 
sports aircraft. I listed, in my head, all the reasons 
why I should not buy it and kept urging him to find 
another buyer. 

I discussed with flying and non-flying friends 
the idea of purchasing a LSA and received pearls 
of wisdom like “Haven’t you learnt? If it’s got boo-

bs or propellers, it’s trouble,” and “Mate, if it flies, 
floats or does the ‘wild thing’, hire it.” I considered 
all of this and thought “I already have a boat (ten 
actually), and one wife, so I might as well go for a 
hat trick.” 

At the end of February, when we returned from 
holidays, I rang Harold and found he had not yet 
sold his pride and joy. So I took the plunge and 
became an aircraft owner again after 20 years of 
Aviation Deprivation. 

We had seen Harold’s terrific work on other 
machines he had built for us, and for others. We 
had also seen the repairs he had carried out on 
everything from electronics to bulldozers. So I had 
every confidence his aircraft would have been im-
maculately built.

A few weeks later, Pelican 19-3365 landed 
on Sweers Island. Since then I have flown about 
25 hours, including one trip to find one of our 

$30,000 boats which had wandered off from 
home one rough, windy night.

When I tell non-flying friends we have invested 
in an aircraft called a ‘Pelican’ the usual response 
is “Oh, it’s an amphibian.”

“No, it is a Light Sports Aircraft.”
“Oh, an Ultralight, don’t those things fall out of 

the sky?”
Through clenched teeth: “No, they don’t, but it 

is not an Ultralight, it is a Light Sports Aircraft, and 
if you shut up I will explain the difference. They are 
the future of private aviation in Australia.”

I explain what an LSA is but they still shake 
their heads and walk away in disbelief. GA Pilots 
react in much the same way until I tell them about 
the running costs.

We haven’t had time to do too many extended 
trips yet, but you will be seeing us around. Watch 
this space.

The eagle pelican  HAS LANDED ...at Sweers Island
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Australian Distributor: Global Aviation Products | Errol van Rensburg | 0415 072 498 | evrensburg@gmail.com  | www.slingaircraft.com.au
Jacobs Well Airfield, Gold Coast, Queensland | * All prices exclude GST.

Now available in Australia
Fly away price - Starting from $95,500 *

Kit price - $35,000 *

Australia
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MY advice for this month is for 19 Category 
builders. Remember to notify RA-Aus at the 
start of building. This gives you the chance to 
check it is approved by RA-Aus. We can also 
send you a builder’s pack to cover all the pa-
perwork and advice about what you need to 
provide during the process.  A major thing be-
coming evident to me, now I have had a few 
months to get settled, are builder’s logs; these 
are mandatory as described in Section 3.3.1 
of the RA-Aus Technical Manual and will be re-
quested when applying for provisional registra-
tion for the test flight period.

Flutter
Flutter is a phenomenon where a surface - wing, 
tail, or even the fuselage - extracts energy from 
the air stream and oscillates or vibrates.

Should it happen at the 
natural frequency, flutter can 
be catastrophic i.e. failure or 
breakage occurs.

As may be expected, there is 
no simple explanation. It is the 
result of a combination of a num-
ber of aerodynamic, inertial, and 
elastic factors.

Although every effort is made 
during the design and construc-
tion of an aircraft to minimise 
the possibility of flutter, mainte-
nance must ensure the original 
design limits not be exceeded in 
order to keep the structure ‘flut-
ter free’.

There have been a number 
of instances where flutter has 
produced a mild vibration or 
‘buzz’ in a control surface.

Causes of Flutter
Since there are a different factors involved, 
the following are only examples.

A wing not only bends under load but also 
twists. So if the speed is fast enough it will 
continue to bend and twist more than normal. 
If the rate at which this bending and twisting 
occurs is at the natural frequency, it will bend 
and twist even further. Depending upon the air 
speed, the amount of energy available from 
the air can be enough to break the wing.

This is known as divergent flutter. If the air 
speed is not so fast, the wing just vibrates up 

and down - no doubt causing the pilot to wake 
up and slow down.

A control surface which is not balanced, 
when hitting a gust the wing or tail plane, will 
deflect, but the control surface will lag be-
hind. The resulting increase in angle between 
the two will produce a force in the direction 
the wing or tail plane is moving, thus deflect-
ing them even further. Once again, if the air-
speed is high enough and the frequency near 
the natural frequency, the deflection will be 
even greater.

Overcoming Flutter
The design of an aircraft will ideally produce 
a stiff and well balanced structure. Ground 
resonance tests will be conducted to produce 
another estimate of the critical flutter speeds.

Every effort will have been made to ensure that:
• The wing is stiff in both bending and torsion;
•  Control circuits are not flexible, by using con-

trol rods instead of cables where possible;
  (Note: The minimum diameter of control  
     cables is 1/8 inch or 3mm)
•  The centre of mass of structural compo-

nents is forward of the elastic axis;
•  Backlash or free play in any control surface 

is less than 2.5 % of chord;
•  Partial or total mass balancing of control 

surfaces;
•  In some cases it is necessary to provide ad-

ditional dampening in either aileron or rud-

der circuits with a friction device;
•  VNE has been checked by flight testing with 

no flutter occurring.

Maintenance against Flutter
The pilot in command, who may also be the 
maintainer, should check a number of items 
to ensure they are in accordance with Mainte-
nance Manual for the aircraft.

The following items may not include eve-
rything for every aircraft, so look at your air-
craft’s manual and AD’s/SB’s to ensure you 
cover the lot.
•  Cable tensions are within limits, including 

rod ends on push rods;
•  Free-play / backlash are within limits for 

every control surface and trim tab. In re-
gards to all flying tails, make sure there is no 

free-play between both left and 
right elevators;
•  That the mass balance has 

been checked following any 
repair, including painting of 
any control surface;

•  Control system dampers are 
correctly installed and func-
tioning properly and checked 
throughout the whole control 
movement range;

•  All mass balance weights are 
attached to a structural area 
on the control surface/system 
and not just skin on the flight 
controls;

•  There are no fatigue cracks 
in any mass balance attach-
ment fittings.
Any unserviceabilities must 

be entered into the aircraft log 
and the aircraft not flown until repairs are car-
ried out by an authorised person and checked 
by a second party. Flight controls must be 
treated with the utmost respect and care.

Youtube has a lot of video footage of air-
craft flutter and some are quite scary, showing 
the damage which can occur quickly if the flut-
ter is not reduced.

Take your time doing your pre-flights, after 
each flight and annual service. Just because 
you landed safely without any problems, does 
not mean there are none. It’s better to find a 
problem before the problem finds you.

Make it safe to keep it up.!   

TECH 
      TALK  

Adam Finn

All aflutter
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Certified to tow a 750Kg glider

EuroFox:-
Superb Workmanship 
Rotax 912 Engine
(80Hp or optional 100Hp)
3 Blade Propeller
Short TAke-off & Landing
Stall 36Kts, Cruise 110Kts
Quick Folding WingsQuick Folding Wings
Modern Cowling & Landing Gear
(tricycle or tail wheel configuration) 
Optional Glider Tow version (works very well)

Horsham Aviation Services
ABN 65 007 339 451

Ph 03 5381 1727
info@horshamaviation.com.au
www.horshamaviation.com.au

Australian Agents For EuroFox & Dynon Avionics: 

Dynon Avionics:-
All NEW Dynon SkyView 7” or 10” 
with Terrain Awareness, Synthetic Vision,
Autopilot, GPS, Backup Battery,
Engine Monitoring and more...
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Jabiru J230 D
Conditions: Strong winds, light turbulence. 
While on cruise, the pilot noticed the fuel level had dropped suddenly 
and then saw a stream of fuel coming from the right wing. Due to the 
strong headwind and rough terrain ahead, the pilot elected to land in 
the only available landing area. The aircraft sustained damage to its 
propeller and landing gear on touchdown due to the rough surface.

On inspection it was found the right fuel cap had not been properly 
secured and had come undone, allowing fuel to flow from the tank. It 
was estimated approximately 60 litres of fuel had been lost.
 
Jabiru LSA 55
Engine: Jabiru 2200, 900 hrs ttis. 
While the aircraft was on downwind, the engine emitted a hammering 
noise. The instructor shut it down and landed the aircraft without 
further incident.

An inspection revealed the head of No. 2 cylinder exhaust valve 
had departed the stem, damaging the cylinder head and destroying 
the piston.
 
TL Ultralight Sirius
Conditions: Moderate wind, nil turbulence.
Pilot experience: 250 hrs, 138 on type. 
The aircraft was landing in an uphill direction into a moderate 
headwind and the touch down was heavy, possibly due to windshear. 
The pilot went around and on the subsequent landing the nose gear 
collapsed and the aircraft flipped inverted.

None of the crew was injured but the aircraft sustained damage 
to its propeller, struts, wings, windscreen and fuselage.
 
Thruster T300
Engine: Rotax 582, 266 hrs ttis. 
The aircraft was approaching the airfield when the engine faltered 
and then failed. Being unable to make the airfield, the pilot landed 
the aircraft in a paddock without further incident but due to the wet 
condition of the paddock, was unable to retrieve the aircraft until six 
days later.

An inspection revealed the front piston, and possibly also the rear 
one, had seized.
 
Jabiru LSA
Engine: Jabiru 2200, 394 hrs ttis. 
After returning from a local flight, the pilot did a touch and go. As 
the aircraft was climbing out, the engine started to vibrate and lost 
considerable power before stopping altogether. 

The pilot carried out a forced landing without further damage or 
injury and exited the aircraft. The cause of the engine failure was a 
dropped exhaust valve.
 

Tecnam P96
Pilot experience: 56 hrs, 22 on type.
Conditions: Light winds, nil turbulence. 
After touchdown the pilot applied some right rudder to keep the 
aircraft on the centre line but it drifted slightly to the left so he 
applied more right rudder. The aircraft was still to the left of centre 
and further application of right rudder had no effect.

The port wing impacted a mound alongside the runway and the 
aircraft rotated through 180º before coming to rest with damage to 
both wings, fuselage, undercarriage and propeller.

 
Jabiru J230C 
Engine: Jabiru 3300, 188 hrs ttis. 
As the aircraft approached its destination, the engine failed and the 
pilot carried out an uneventful forced landing in a paddock.

Later investigation revealed the mechanical fuel pump had failed 
due to the diaphragm pushrod disconnecting from its rocker and 
jamming against the body of the pump. There was also doubt about 
the electric fuel pump and the whole fuel system is being checked.

pilot notes

PILOT  
    NOTES

DEFECTS

Aeroprakt A22 LS
Airframe: 490 hrs ttis. 
During a landing following a normal circuit, the right wheel spat 
was torn from the gear leg. The cause was the retaining bolt 
which had come undone. The bolt has no retaining system and 
relies on friction to prevent it from coming undone.

After a new spat was fitted, a tang was fixed to the spat and  
the bolt head drilled to enable lock wiring between the tang  
and the bolt.
 
Quicksilver GT400
Airframe: 650 hrs ttis. 
As the aircraft began its take-off roll, the left main gear leg failed 
at the main axle cross member. The failure appears to have been 
caused by fatigue cracking from a hole drilled down the centre of 
the leg during manufacture. The other leg was inspected using 
dye penetrant and was also found to be cracked.
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Check list NORRA-Aus Monto 2012
If you are planning to fly in for the weekend,  
here are a few important things to pack.□  Current aircraft registration  and paperwork□ Current BFR□ Serviceable EPIRB□  Current WAC charts, VNC and ERSA□  Complete full flight plan with fuel calculation□ Leave flight note or SAR□ Tie-down kit

By following these simple steps avoid embarrassment 
or worse. Also remember your MTOW. The RA-Aus web-
site will have daily updated information about the event 
including forum information.

by Myles Breitkreutz, Event Manager
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Forget the 
countdown 
ONLY 3 
WEEKS  
TO GO

Second Biennial 
NORRA-AUS  
Monto Fly-in
THE final touches have been made, risk 

assessments completed and the pro-
gram printed, all thanks to the dedicat-

ed team which has made this event possible. 
The team has endeavoured to cater for eve-

ryone’s interests - from new release aircraft and 
aviation equipment to off-road camping equip-
ment and even merchandise for the kitchen. 

One thing we learned from 2010 was to en-
sure every taste bud is catered for. So the tucker 
will range from BBQ burgers to stone oven pizzas 
to German sausages and even Chinese gourmet. 
For those who  like the good stuff, there will be 
soft serve ice cream, strawberries, cream cakes 
and biscuits. And, of course, perfectly made cof-
fee. There will also be local wine available, served 
up by volunteers from the local fishing club.

For the kids there will be a side show alley, 
fairy floss and pony rides. Joy flights will be avail-
able in a beautiful vintage Bi-plane, just find Des 
and ask him to take you. And Jack’s lads will or-
ganise chopper rides. And if you want to find out 
what is so special about RA-Aus, simply sign the 
temporary membership book and you can be off 
on a TIF.

On the business side, there will be a packed pro-

gram, involving seminars delivered by RA-Aus man-
agers on Operations, Maintenance and Direction. 

For those thinking of building an aircraft there 
will be a design in progress in the end hanger, 
where Andre will be happy to demonstrate what 
is involved in doing things like fabric repair. Adam 
will also conduct a hands-on workshop.

The off-road car club, vintage car clubs and 
the caravan club will also have a presence.

There will be a team on the field from Sep-
tember 26, so if you would like to arrive early and 
help out, you will be welcome. 

There are still vendor sites available at very 
reasonable rates. The economy is picking up 
again, after all. 

Keep an ear out for my important announce-
ment at NORRA-Aus about a future Fly-in event 
you won’t want to miss. 

And finally don’t forget there will be no Avgas 
at Monto. Plan to refuel at Bunda-
berg, Gladstone or Emerald. 

MOGAS will be available.
It is going to be an historic 

weekend in Queensland.  
I can’t wait to say G’day to 
you all. 
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Pre take-off  
considerations

OVER the past few years, I have noticed that once a student nerv-
ously makes their ‘entering the runway and lining up’ call, their major 
concern is to diligently count to three as they move the throttle fully 
open. It is as if this has been the most important lesson learnt about 
the take-off roll. From the mechanical point of view it may be so, but 
as a pilot there is so much more to consider.

For every pilot, though, the Pre Take-Off Considerations should be 
a major factor.

The purpose of Pre Take-off Considerations is to prepare you to 
act quickly in the unlikely event of an engine failure during, or shortly 
after, take-off.  On training flights they should be said out loud. When 
carrying a passenger say them to yourself to avoid causing your pas-
senger to become concerned.

The consideration statements are:
•  With an engine failure during the take off roll – I will abort the 

take-off;
•  With an engine failure airbourne and sufficient runway remaining  

– I will land on the remaining runway;
•  With an engine failure airbourne and insufficient runway remaining 

– I will adopt the glide attitude (speed appropriate to make of 
aircraft), select a field within 30 degrees either side of runway 
heading and land;

•  With an engine failure once established on a crosswind leg 

and not below 700 feet AGL – I have the option of turning back 
towards the runway and landing.
If time permits conduct shutdown sequence:- 
F - Fuel off.
M -  Mixture lean.
M -  Magnetos off.
M - Master off (only after flap has been selected).
The use of flaps in these circumstances will depend on the avail-

ability of a landing area.  If there is a field close by, full flap may be 
required.  If the field is some distance away, flap should be left until a 
safe landing is assured.

If learned well, these words will immediately spring to mind when 
they are required, in high pressure and time critical situations.

The Pre Take-Off Considerations are an important passive check-
list which may one day be the difference between a successful and 
not-so-successful outcome to the unlikely event of engine failure af-
ter take off. 
 

The original Professor Avius may be taking some time off, but Pro-
fessor Avius continues. Like the Stig or Batman, the identity of the 
new Professor must remain a closely guarded secret to protect his 
or her loved ones.

Facilitated by the aviation guru - Professor Avius

Flight instructor’s forum
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members’ market   

2567 JABIRU J160C 

Factory built in 2007, total time flown 120 hours, 
fitted with standard instruments, permanently 
hangared, not used for training. Contact Paul. Mobile 
0428 661 902. PRICE: $55,000 including GST

2580 TECNAM BRAVO LSA 

Immaculate condition only 165 hrs TT. 100hp Rotax 
912. Dynon EFIS D100. Garmin Mode C transponder. 
Garmin radio. AvMap large screen colour GPS. Dual fuel 
flow meters with electric fuel gauges. Electronic trim. 
Fully maintained by LAME. Always hangared. $105,000 
+ GST. Phone 0411 471 273 for more details.

2595 MINICAB 19-7218  

Formerly VH-D.G.U This aircraft has been fully restored. 
New Fabric and Paint, New Instruments, Radio, 
Intercom New Interior. Airframe has a total time of 505 
hours. Engine is a continental C-85 with 900 hours to 
run in first life. 95 knot cruise at 15 litre per hour at 
2250 RPM Price $36,000. Ross 0418 502 270

2680 PIONEER 300 

Jabiru 3300 powered, retractable geared, 
transponder, Garmin 296 GPS, Micro radio & 
intercom, electric trim, VFR instruments, RA-Aus 
Registered, fuel miser, 34kts stall, 130kts cruise. 
All up 265hrs, this aircraft has been hangared, 
service records up to date. Many other extra’s 
$125,000, call Mark on 0448 387 828.

2752 FOXBAT A22  

24-4239 TT 550hrs. Rotax 912 100HP, L2 
maintained, Excellent condition. New Kiev prop & 
tyres recently fitted. Hangared at Mudgee NSW. 
Transponder, Fuel flow meter, Microair radio, 
Garmin 196, Altimeter, ASI, VSI, Flydat monitoring 
system, AH-Trutrak ADI Pilot 2 (includes GPS Track 
readout). $72,000. Ph John 0437 373 503

2760 JABIRU J230C  

Factory built, Natfly 2008 winner, 24-4937. 
Excellent condition, Flies “Hands Off”. Always 
hangared, TT420hrs, Microair radio, transponder, 
Fuelscan 450 (couples to GPS),. Low fuel light, 
new battery, dual stobes, heater, 10ply tyres. 
Serviced every 20hrs. Many extras. Ph: 0418 930 
100. $70,000 + GST. Will be at Ausfly, Narromine, 
in September. 

2765 THRUSTER T 500  

25-0780 2 seater T/T 1165 hrs, 582 Rotax 225 
hrs since overhaul. UHF and ICom VHF Radio. New 
tubeless tailwheel. Long range fuel tank. Flies 
great and well maintained. $15,000 Hangered in 
Helidon/Toowoomba area. Complete spare engine 
and gearbox also available. For more info ph Paul 
0427 622 176

2804 BANTAM B22S  

Rotax 582 260TT, A great machine to fly with a 
short take off and low landing speed. Aircraft 
always hangared. Western Australia. Reason for 
sale building a new aircraft. VGC Including 2 X 
helmets with inbuilt headsets. $17,000 ONO.Ph: 
Ian 0458 727 111 or email ianclapp@bigpond.com 

2809 JABIRU J160 2200A 

95% complete. Built by experienced builders. 
Extras include VSI, dual strobe (not fitted), 
upholstery kit, interior finished in speckle paint. 
For further info contact John (02) 9351 7137 or 
Duncan on (02) 9351 2459 between 8.30 AM & 
5.00 PM email john.todhunter@sydney.edu.au 
$49,900 or $39,000 less engine.

2823 XT912 - AIRBORNE TRIKE 

New sst wing with only 45hrs, base 450hrs, 
excelllent condition, no incidents, always hangared 

Selling your Aircraft?

About Members’ Market Ads
MEMBERS can e-mail, fax or post market ads to the RA-Aus head office. 
Stampils Publishing does not handle market ads. Payment by cheque, 
money order or credit card must accompany ads which must be paid prior 
to publication. Deadline is the first of the month, one month before the 
cover date. RA-Aus accepts all major cards (except American Express and 
Diners Club).

Text - $15 (50 words maximum - text will be edited when it exceeds 
maximum limit). Text and photos - $30  (include stamped addressed 
envelope for return). Neither RA-Aus nor Stampils Publishing accepts 
responsibility for any errors or omissions. The Members Market is 

subsidised by members and is for non-commercial sales only.
Before purchasing any aircraft/engines/equipment that appear in the 

members market make sure that the technical details and registration 
information is correct for that type and model of aircraft/engine/equipment.  
RA-Aus takes NO Responsibility for the technical accuracy of the details 
and information attached to each advert in the members market and may 
not be able to transfer the aircraft after purchase.

RA-Aus and Stampils Publishing reserve the right to withdraw from 
publication, without refund, any ad deemed unsuitable, including low 
quality or faulty images. 
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and covered. Set up for touring. c/w covers, pylon 
bag, o/night covers, landing light, bar mitts, engine 
cover. Trailer available. For further info please 
phone 0419 518 353. Making way for new aircraft.

2841 AIRBORNE EDGE X 582 CLASSIC 
32-7815 

Streak II B wing 40 hours. Engine 270 hours TT. 
Microair M760 Transceiver. Raptor Headsets with 
intercom. Custom-made trailer (Regd.). Tundra 
tyres and large windscreen. Always hangared, 
Free Transport within 500km radius of Melbourne. 
$24,500. Phone Nigel 03 6383 9452 (Tasmania)

2861 COLYAER MARTIN 3 LSA 

As seen at Natfly 2009/10. Excellent condition, 
252hrs TT, Rotax 912ULS 100hp, AirMaster fully 
featherable CS prop, Dynon 180, Garmin 296 
GPS, electric trim.Glide ratio better than 23:1.
Cruise 97kt. 130L fuel, 600kg MTOW.Great 
visibility. $110,000. Will deliver. Phone or email for 
more details. WA 08 9851 4147, jandshoward@
westnet.com.au 

2868 JABIRU J170 

2010 Factory built Jabiru J170. Always hangared 
and professionally maintained. No accidents. 
Complete with headsets and spats. Fuselage has 
1250 in service and the new factory reconditioned 
engine has done 250 hours. This is an ideal 
aircraft for a private owner and it will be available 
late April, 2012. The Committee of the Adelaide 
Soaring Club has decided to purchase a new 
aircraft and is offering 24-7314 for sale at a very 
reasonable price of $60,000 o.n.o. For enquiries 
contact: Karl Faeth. kfaeth@chariot.net.au 0414 
701 019.

2910 SABRE RVX  

100. TT 410 Hrs. Rotax 912S, Kaspar inflight 
variable pitch prop. Two stage Fowler flaps, 
retractable UC, Electric trim. Cruise 
(110kts@15Lph). Stall 28 kts . VFR flight and full 
engine instruments, Navman GPS with fuel flow, 
Microair comms. Striking aircraft with outstanding 
handling and performance. Always hangared, 
professionally maintained and in excellent 
condition. No reasonable offer refused. For full 
details call 0417 362 844.

2911 LIGHTWING GR582 

TT- 629 hours,114 hours on new motor.This aircraft is 
in excellent condition.Always hangared, Icom VHF 
radio, headsets, all gauges, plus strobe, custom 
heavy duty spats that can be stepped on for refueling, 
big tyres plus strut end fairings, gas struts on doors; 
new battery. Level 2 maintained. Buyer gets option of 
hangar with power at Mount Direction airfield, 
Northern TAS. $26,995. Phone Rodney 03-6382 
2787 or 0400 847 605.

2930 TERRIER 200 CAMPER  

Seats lay back to sleep in - Excellent Condition - 
270hrs L2 build - Carbon fibre ribs and spars - Fuel 
injected - Electronic ignition 100hp EA81 - Sub 4 
Gearbox 15ltr @ 95kt cruise - 6.5hr endurance - Gen-
uine figures - One of the best you will find - $57,000 
Firm - Phone Peter (07) 5590 4313.

2942 TL 2000 CARBON STING 

680 hrs,always hangered, Rotax 912 uls, EFIS, 
transponder , full recovery system, CD, in flight 
adjustable prop, wing tip strobes, cruise at up to 135 
kts. Too many extras to list. Full history. Thousands 
below replacement. $107,000, inc GST. Phone Terry, 
0427 561 562 for more details.

2946 JABIRU 160    

Reg 19-4780. Built 06 Air frame and engine total time 
235 hours. Micro Air VHF, 2EGT. Lowrance 2000c 
GPG, Ground adjustable Sensenich R64Z propeller, 
Cummins chrome spinner, Always hangared, 
$50,000. Contact Stewart on 0427 024 969 or email 
zephyr01a@bigpond.com

2986 JABIRU SP6 

19-3481 Family built and owned with 160 hours total 
time on 3300 solid lifter engine and airframe. 
Upgraded starter, oil cooler and cowl. Standard panel, 
ICOM A-200 radio, 406Mhz beacon/GPS. Always 
hangared and L2 maintained. Located Gippsland and 
will travel for inspection. $37,000 or best offer. Ring 
Dave on 0466 288 050. 

2996 CARBON CUB SS  

White and Silver, rego 24-8015 as seen at Temora, 
180 hp, ipanel, extended baggage, 3 by 3 landing 
gear and more, 60 plus hours still under factory 
warranty, big discount from new price. Call Steve 
0414 444 971

3009 DRAGONFLY 
RA-Aus registered 
(32-7852) and fully 
optioned Dragonfly with 
Combat T wing, Bailey 
4-stroke engine, electric 
retracts, flight & engine 
instruments, parachute, 
manuals and log books. 
17 hours TT. Simple, fun 
and affordable flying at 
its best! $23,500 
contact Larry 0408 815 
094 or email fly@
airsports.com.au

3011 JABIRU J230     

19-4949 Manufactured 2007.Excellent condition.2 
seater, only 105hrs TT. Always hangared. Engine 
information system. Transponder. Inbuilt Garmin 296 
GPS. Garmin 340 audio panel. AM/FM radio, blue 
tooth, I-Phone connect .UHF, I Com radio. Electric trim, 
electric flaps. $72,000. PH 0412 218 029.
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3012 JABIRU J200B 19-4103 

Avalon Winner 2007, best overall recreational aircraft. 
Excellent condition always hangared. TT435hrs 
serviced every 25hrs. Microair radio, Garmin 296 and 
95 GPS. Low fuel light, heater, 2 strobes, manual 
flaps. Nil Accidents. $77,000. Ph 0428 536 338. 
Email bevanlane@bigpond.com

3013 FLIGHT DESIGN CTSW 

06 Bulid, First Reg 07, TTIS 340, Rotax 912S, Cruise 
120knts. Dynons D100 and D120, avmap ekp1v GPS, 
trutrac11vs auto pilot, back up asi & alt, Garmin SL40 
comm, Garmin mode C transponder, pm3000 stereo 
intercom, telex stratus digital anr headsets, brs 1350 
parachute, carpets, sunvisors, unique decals, profession 
cover. $105,000. Ph David 0419 804 864. SA

3014 19-5175 REGISTERED TIL OCT /12 

TT airframe 167 hrs . The engine blue top 582 has 
only 32 hrs and NEW bolly prop 3 hours. Always 
hangared. Foldable wings / trailerable. Reason for 
sale Upgrading aircraft. Asking price $19.900 ono 
Contact “Ëvan”on : 0409660716 or bluepece24@
yahoo.com.au located in the Whitsundays QLD. For 
photos go to: www.buyplanesforsale.com/aircraft/
airplanes/1989-kitfox-1-wings-ii/1844/ 

3015 MAGGIE 19-7617 

Single seat all metal fitted with 1835 vw sweetapple 
prop icom vhf radio. Designed and built by present 
owner. Price $14000.00 offers considered. Tied down 
at Bradfield near Gatton SEQ EMAIL Don at don.
mellow@optusnet.com.au or ring 0732818449

3016 SAVANNAH 

Rotax 912 ULS, 100 H.P. fully maintained, always 

hangared. New battery, tyres, brakes. 3 blade Bolly 
prop, electric trim, GPS, strengthened front axle. 
$58,000 Ph: 0408 022011. E-mail for more photos 
and details: litchfieldhotel@ west net.com.au

3017 JABIRU J 250 

Reluctant sale best offer over $80,000, std VFR inst, 
good handling US version with low speed wing, stall 
39, cruise 115. TTIS 60hrs. Anthony 0407 804 503

3022 SONEX 19-8143 

Aerovee 80HP. TT 100 hrs. Garmin 196 GPS. Microair 
Radio. Headset. Cover. Cruise 100kts.  $48,000 OBO 
Phone 0412 537 730

3024 FLIGHT DESIGN CTSW 

406 hrs TT eng & airframe, owned & maintained by 
L2,18 ltrs/hr, 7 hrs endurance @ 110-120 kts cruise, 
Dynon EFIS, 50kg luggage. THE BEST u/l there is. 
Looking for offers 0407 761619

3025 GATTON AIRPARK (YGAS) 
Best airpark in Australia. 4br architect designed luxury 
home with in-ground pool, 2000 sq m block, 12m x 16m 
hangar, 750m grass strip, established garden plus lots 
more. Call for details, make an offer 0407 439807

3026 JABIRU SP 500 19-3615 

2002 Model, always hangared. Good condition, TT 500 
hrs, seat covers, MicroAir VHF mode C transponder, 
stand by UHF, GPS, solid lifter engine. All ads complete 
incl. Head bolts, 2 head sets, Pilots ANR, spares incl. 
$45,000 ph 08 8383 6140 or 0407 607 180

3027 SAVANNAH  

106 hours, built 2006, always hangared, professionally 

maintained. Bolly prop, V.G.s fitted, standard instruments, 
dipstick access,Garmin SL 40 radio, Garmin 296 GPS. 
Brakes fitted both sides. $48,000 negotiable. Call 08 
8536 3101 or losdos@optusnet.com.au

3028 FLIGHTSTAR 11 SC 

Brand new beautiful 2 seater. Shown with protective 
covering on windscreen and doors. Engine 0 hours. 
80HP HKS. Fuel injected turbo with intercooler. 
Aerolux 3 blade adjustable prop with spinner and 
individual blade covers. Hydraulic disc brakes. ASI, 
ALT, VSI, tacho, manifold pressure, slip indicator. 
$39,500. Ph 0419439976

3032 KR2 - FAST & FUN 

Jabiru 2200 engine, 110 Hrs TT, Sweetapple Propeller, 
Galaxy Ballistic Shute, XCom 720 Radio with Intercom, 
110lt Fuel Capacity, L2 maintained, Always hangared, 
110Kt Cruise, 15lt/hr, $23000 ono, 0419 654 048, more 
at http://athertonairport.com.au/atherton/forsale/kr2/ 

3035 NEEDS TLC - STURDY LITTLE 95.10 
AIRCRAFT 

Needs one wing recovered and engine. Has mounts 
for Rotax 447, large aluminium long range tank. One 
weeks work and you’ve got a flyer. $1000.00. Phone 
03 5856 2154

3036 J160 1/7TH SHARE FOR SALE AT 
YADG 

A 1/7th (one seventh) share of a factory built LAME 
maintained Jabiru 160 is available. The aircraft has 
it’s own hangar at Aldinga airfield. Flying costs are 
$45ph wet plus $70pm. Share price is $9,500. 
Contact Steven on 0430-464-725 or at steven@
jaglanbeta.com for more information.

3037 SAVANNAH XL VG 19-8033 

members' market



 For best Prices and availability call Chris at GT PROPELLERS AUSTRALIA
Phone 0415195095  Fax (08) 8326 7268   Email  chris@gtpropellersaustralia.com.au  or visit  www.gtpropellersaustralia.com.au

Fast delivery for standard fixed pitched to suit RV, 
Tecnam, Jabiru and most RA-Aus aircraft. 
Now increased inventory for Tecnam propellers

• constant speed
• electric or hydraulic in flight adjustable
• ground adjustable
• custom propellers on request

            SEE YOU AT NARROMINE

           “LETS TALK”

TONINI BROS

ITALIAN HIGH PERFORMANCE 
WOOD COMPOSITE PROPELLERS 
SINCE 1969

CNC MANUFACTURED TO EXACTING STANDARDS 
AND HIGH QUALITY WITH THE ITALIAN PASSION 
FOR EXCELLENCE.

Very Competitively Priced          www.superpetrelaustralia.net



 FOR RECREATIONAL PILOTS  . Sport Pilot  6362  Sport Pilot . FOR RECREATIONAL PILOTS

First flown January 2012, 78 Hours on airframe and 
motor,100hp rotax with three blade Bolly prop, 
profesional paint job, 6 ply Condor tyres,extended luggage 
area,wide body with curved doors,presents as new,a 
delight to fly,located on the Gold Coast, $63,000.00, 
contact Owner Builder 07 5563 0006 or 0418724462.

3038  DYNAMIC PROP BALANCER KIT 

Complete with case and instructions. 2 x Accelerom-
eters short and long leads. 1 x Optical pick up & tape. 
Pro Balancer display. Fly in to pick up, and get 
instructions/or FOB Nowra . Perhaps share with 
others $900.00. 02 4423 1087 or 0425 319 669 
Keith Baker LAME L2,4. 

3039  AIRFRAME TT 2393HRS 

582 TTSN 60hrs Skins 250hrs. 55 Registration, dual 
controls ready for training. Carry 70l burning 16l p/h 
cruising @ 65kts ALL NEW: Microair Radio; Bolly sport 
prop with CNC hub and Duratuff leading edges; 
Storage compartment; Tail wheel fork and main tyres. 
Includes unfitted tacho & Airspeed indicator for PAX. 
Nothing to do ... get in and fly it! $25,000 drgates@
bigpond.net.au 0427 000 553.

3040 HOMEUNIT FOR SALE  
Discover Redcliffe. Live and play by the sea. Relaxed 
flying. Council airport 6km away. RAA/GA Clubs/
schools. Retired Jet Captain selling luxury 3bed 
beachside apartment. Bay/Island views forever. Huge 
protected deck. 30km hi-speed hwy to Brisbane Air-
port. $500-800k buyers please seek details/photo’s 
dallasdoll@bigpond.com or 07 3880 1623 

3041  10-4338 PERCEPTOR N3 PUP 

Single seat, 35Hp Mosler - cruise 55kts at 6.5 litres/
Hr 40 litre tank. This is a fun low performance aircraft 
with cross country capability (if your patient) and low 
running costs. It does need some minor paint work 
and resides in the garage at home as I’ve bought 
another aircraft. The engine has had the crankshaft 
balanced and a quieter exhaust system fitted, 12v 
battery fitted to run Radio (not included) $12,500 
Mark 02 4821 0800 Goulburn, N.S.W. 

3042  AIRBORNE XT-912 OUTBACK 

Streak 3 wing, MicroAvionics intercom, 2 x headsets, 
2 x helmets, stone guard, bar mitts, strobe light, dust 
covers, L2 maintained (670 hours) and always 
hangered. Peter 0447 439 033 Price $39,000. 

3043 JABIRU J170 

Reg No. 24-7601. Factory built September 2010. 
Total time in service 190 hours airframe and engine. 
Immaculate, as new condition. Never damaged in any-
way. Always hangared at Goolwa, South Australia. 
Private owner/Pilot use only. All ads up to date and 
serviced every 25 hours. Still under warranty. Extras: 
Garmin GPS 495, red leather upholstery, fin strobe, 
landing light, external power point, 2 head sets, 
microair dual radio, 135 litre tank. Flies hands off and 
perfect in every way. Owner upgrading. $68,000 Ph 
0413 847 865 jimgwen@adam.com.au 

3044  WANTED 
Rotax 503 DCDI with hours to run. Will pay good $ for 
right engine. Ph Wayne 0458 118 938

3045 1948 LUSCOMBE SILVAIRE 
TT 2394 hours, time since o/haul 1280, dismantled 
and shipped from US in 1992. Continental A65-8F 
engine was stripped and serviced by Scone Aircraft 
1997. Plane needs some work and assembly, empty 
weight 364kg, usefull load 210kg. All log books, 
flight manuals, modification manuals, and drawings. 
Reasonable offers considered. Ph Neil 02 6760 8409 
or 0427 936 430. 

3046 AUSTFLIGHT DRIFTER 

Wire braced, Rotax 503 dual CDI, TT 131hrs, airframe 
481hrs, long range tanks, L2 maintained, always 
hangared, avionics front & rear, new tyres, Ultracom 
intercom, icom VHF radio, 3 Bilsom Viking helmet 
headsets (L, M & S), Drifter manuals and mainte-
nance log. Many engine & airframe spares. No 
accidents. Cranbourne, Victoria. $17,500. Call Stan 
(03) 9754 3551. 

3047 LONGEZ 

160hp. G.A Registered. Extensive refurbishing + 
annual completed jan 12. 1425htr. Total time 
1150hrs. New bullet prop! ADF, VHF, fuel flow, 8 
function engine gauge, low oil consumption. 10hrs 
endurance @ 160kts easily! Very comfortable and 
easy to fly. Fly east to west coast on one refill! 
$77,000 ono Contact Peter ph:0403 865 474 

3048 CHEETAH - SIERRA 

Rego 19-5234. No 2 plane ready only 1 hangar this 
one has to be sold by order of her indoors. Late series 
jab 2.2 all updates done less than 500 hrs since 
engine has new. Garmin 196 - icom 210 - asi - altim-
eter - turn & bank - ch, temp - oil pres - hr, mtr - taco - 
fuel gauge. $27,500 firm! be quick. No tyre kickers 
please. Fly away no more to pay. Ps you couldn’t buy a 
kit & build for this price. Call Peter 0409 505 393 or 
email peter.brown505393@gmail.com. 

3049 JAB 3300 MOTOR 

3300a Jab Engine complet sir no 33a862 hp120 ttis 
170 on 23/4/2012, motor rebuild new cylinders, 
piston, heads, by Jabiru motor has 2 hrs on. Also a 
prop an cover, eng mounts, complet kit forward of fire 
wall. There is jab waranty, and motor has to be run in. 
$10,500 ono ph 0407 176 252 ah 07 3287 3001. 

3050 24-7427 DEC 2009 

Fly Synthesis Texan 550. Excellent condition, nil 
accidents TT 750hrs, 2000hrs TBO rotax 912ULS 
100hp, In flight adjustable 2 blade propeller, 115knot 
cruise, AvMap EKP-4 GPS, turn and bank gyro. 
Transponder, radio, intercom, electric trim on control 
sticks with L/R trim select switch, cabin lock, cabin 
heat, lockable fuel caps, blue canopy, special colour 
scheme decals, TEXAN brand decals etc. Provision for 
fitting ballistic parachute, manifold pressure gauge, 
EGT gauge, Tail & wing tip strobes, wing tie down 
mounts, compass, ASI, VSI, altimeter, RPM, cyl head 
temp, oil temp, oil pressure, fuel pressure, 2 fuel 
gauges & low fuel warning lights. Power socket, trim 
indicator, flap indicator, hour meter, carby heat, 
landing light, currently at Caboolture on line with 
possibility of work for the new owner if needed, 
currently paying for itself. $100,000 plus GST. Ph 
0407 603 510 

3051 HALF SHARE IN JABIRU J230 

19-7150, located at Murray Bridge. Kit built, total time 
60 hrs, SENSENICH prop, XCOM radio, transponder, 
truetrack, vertical card compass, GARMIN 295 GPS, 
CHT stepped to all cyl. 3 Stage elect flaps, beacon & 
wingtip strobes, cabin heat, transponder, sheepskin 

members' market



 FOR RECREATIONAL PILOTS  . Sport Pilot  63

seats, $35,000 ono. Phone Mike 0438 400 601 or 
Graham 0400 144 282

3052 JUST AIRCRAFT HIGHLANDER 

RA-Aus reg,107 hrs TTIS, 100 hp 912S, G.A. Kiev 
Prop composite 3 blade, 100 litres fuel, deluxe 
interior, Professional PPG aerospace 2 pak paint, 
600kg MTOW, 294kg useful load, $90,000. 
Unstarted kit also available. Ph Peter 0418 
129222.

3053 24-4784- FACTORY BUILT 

Oct 2006- private pilot, 460 hours has been a dream 
to own.No incidents or repairs.Just fastidious 
maintenance. EZ Auto-Pilot Garmin Sl40 radio,Garmin 
327 mode a/c transponder.Garmin 296 GPS. Nice 
panel with all essential instruments-10 ply tyres.
Fuselage,wings & interior as new. Dual control. Always 
hangared-all manuals & maintenance books. TAS 
120kts at 23lph,100kts at 19lph. Temps always spot 
on. 95.55 /32 condition report completed. Yes we will 
buy our third Jabiru another J230. Mike Clifford.
Serpentine W.A Hangar FF12. mcre@iinet.net.au 
0411744948.

3054 LIGHTWING 582 

582 Rotax 290hrs, Factory built, rego 25-0326 until 
July 2013. New brakes, fuel filter and plugs. In good 
condition. Always hangared near Glen Innes. Currently 
in Ballina. Owner has moved to Sydney, $23,000. Call 
Sam Mob; 0427 929 211

3055 CHEETAH XLS BY RAINBOW 
AIRCRAFT  

Factory built 24 – registration. Jabiru 2200, 80 Hp 
engine. 64 Hours total time engine and airframe. 
Single owner and pilot, always hangared. Easy to fly 
and responsive in spacious cockpit. Cruise 70kts, 
110 litre tank. Built for tough conditions. Digital 
engine monitoring and flight instruments with 
analogue backup. Economical. Very easy to 
maintain and work on. Based at Bunbury Airport, 
WA. Price AUD$ 38 500 ONO. Half share 
considered.

3056 PIPSTREL SINUS MOTOR GLIDER 

Three aircraft for the price of one - glider, long range 
super economic cruiser and versatile training aircraft. 
With 663 airframe and 478 engine hours, this aircraft 
is well presented and maintained. Rotax 912 powered 
with in flight adjustable prop. Available in New 
Zealand. NZ$120,000. Contact: Colin 0064 7 574 
7973 colin@solowings.co.nz.

3057 12/2007 SPORTCRUISER 

Always hangered about 500 hrs in very good 
condition, leather seats adjustable pedals toe brakes 
both sides. garmin 296 gps radio and transponder, 
dynon D100 nav & stroibe lights, wing lockers, new 3 
blade prop update front gear assy cruise 115 knots 
priced to sell $98.000 phone Tony on 0429 132 128

3058 TECNAM RG 2000 

700Hrs in very good condition owend and maintaind 
by L2 & L4 friend all updates done lates heavy duty 
undercariage incluiding rocker boxes, Garmin AERA 
500 GPS 2 x microair radios and microair transpond-
er full panel Vac turn & bank AH &dg. Fantastic retrac 
plane to fly 124 knot cruise $100.000 + gst phone 
Tony 0429 132 128

3059 J3 KITTEN 10-3660 

A classic single seat aircraft. 447 Rotax TT90hrs. 
Push button start. Microair760 radio. CHT/EGT. ASI & 
VSI. Compass. Fuel Flow meter. Dual fuel tanks, total 
capacity 43Litres. This aircraft won best 95.10 Natfly 
2008 & is in excellent condition, stored in a custom 
built enclosed trailer, a pleasure to fly. Can be 
delivered. $15,000 ONO Ph Mike 0412 776 849

3060 5055 TECNAM P92 ECHO  

Super As new, 2007 mdl, 68hrs. A S, well equipped 
with Dynon D100 EFIS & Digiflight VS II autopilot linked 

to Lowrance 2000C GPS, Garmin SL40 VHF Comm, 
Garmin GTX327 Transponder, Garmin 296 GPS, Fuel 
Scan FS-450, Elec. AH/Turn and Balance, Cabin heat, 
Strobe, L’Light, L.R Tanks, and more, Hangared, LAME 
Maintained, $115,000+GST, tax invoice avail. Ph Ian 
0418 311 896 or mcpherson01@live.com.au 

3061 BUCCANEER ULTRALIGHT 

buccaneer amphibious 2 seater with rotax 618 75hp. 
Dual controls, flaps, retractable undercarriage, icom 
a210, two bose noise cancelling headsets, alum fuel 
tank, epirb, great fun aircraft,excellent condition tt 
150 hours , must sell $22000 onco, email 
hydelotter@hotmail or call 0488791175

3062 HKS 700E ENGINE 

3.47 b type gearbox. Only 5 hours from new. The 
engine was purchased by Airborne from HKS direct 
and was used to evaluate a potential new product. 
The engine performed well but is better suited for a 
tractor installation. Comes with: HKS Tacho, Electric 
Fuel Pump, Type 4 muffler set, Oil Tank, Oil Cooler. 
See engine http:www.hks-power.co.jp/hks_aviation/
products/700e/cad.html $7500 plus shipping 
Australia wide. Call spares or email spares@airborne.
com.au. Airborne Australia (02) 4944 9199 

3063 WANTED 
Tail Wheel Skyfox CA21,22,25tw or similar. Reply: 
looking4CA22@gmail.com 

3064 NEW XT 582 OUTBACK 2012 

With everything to fly, 0 hours on base, The wing is a 
streak 2B with 10 hours and no incidents. Selling due to 
cut hours at work. Also comes with all the manuals and 
books, brand new aerial and helmets, Lynx head sets 
and microair inbuilt radio. Still has protective plastic on 

members' market

RAA and GA aircraft 
delivered anywhere in 

Australia. 
Ow ner to cover all outgoing 

costs including air fares. 
No charger for my time.

Phone Graham Phone Graham 
0428298057

based in Caloundra

SOLDSOLD
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members' market

screen etc from factory. Would sell the lot for $33000 
which is very cheap. Please call on 0407012306

3065 TRIKE TRAILER FULLY ENCLOSED 

Trailer dual axle storage shelf security mesh custom 
designed wing box with rollers and ladder wheels jerry can 
holders winch your portable hanger one man operation a 
must to protect your trike from the weather Paid $14000 
Sell $7000 good condition. Phone 0419610975 email 
martin@lakemacquarieglass.com.au 

3066 MICROLIGHT XT 912 4 STROKE 

Airborne Trike as new TT 220 hours Helmets (2x) 
intercom radio and Headsets cruise wing engine cowl 
large windscreen Spat , prop and trike covers Suite. 
New trike buyer Colour Garmin GPS seeing is buying 
Price $44000 the lot Call Martin 0419610975 Email: 
martin@lakemacquarieglass.com.au 

3067 JABIRU J230D 

Syndicate shares. Factory-built late 2009; as new, 250TT; 
Garmin 495GPS, transponder; extras include Punkinhead 
covers. Joint owners seek one or two new partners for a 
three or four-person syndicate at Warnervale. Quarter 
share: $21,000; third: $28,000. Phone Jack (0407 241 
783) or Thomas (02 9804 0392).

3068 SKYFOX GAZELLE 

24- 4131 Factory built. Rotax 912 80hp. Hyd toe 
brakes ASI, VSI, Alt, T&B Co-ord, pitch and roll, full 
engine gauges ICOM VHF, UHF, intercom, 2 x Dave 
Clark Headsets, Garmin GPS. All Ad’s done. Recent 
100hrly. Hangared at Heckfield, Jacobs Well Qld 
$28,000.00 Ph 0409968421

3069 SAVAGE CRUISER 

stand out in the crowd. Two types of pilot; those that 
are completely in-love with this aircraft and those 
that have not yet flown it. Factory build; performs 
almost as good as it looks. 100HP Rotax, outstand-
ing short field performance. Comfortably (and 
legally) carry over 200kg payload PLUS full fuel. 
Always hangared and maintained by LAME/L2. ICOM 
radio, Garmin Transponder. $80,000 (incl GST) 
Contact Paul 0417 561 397

3070 AUSTFLIGHT DRIFTER 25-186  

TT 1820 hours, Rotax 503 DCDI, B Gearbox, 99 
hours (air switch), Brolga 3 bladed pusher prop, 
underbelly and long range fuel tanks total 63 litres 
with electric boost pump. Equipped with ICOM A22 
VHF radio, two helmets with intercom, Garmin GPS 
38, EGT, CHT, VSI, AI, ASI, Hobbs meter, NAVMAN 
fuel management, Rotax VDO Tacho, hand operated 
brakes and spats. Aircraft is two seats tandem, wire 
braced, tail wheel configuration with red and blue 
trim and hangared at a country town 150 km NE of 
Perth. Inspection by appointment. Aircraft comes 
with a spare 3 bladed prop. Asking $14,990 Call 
Bernie 0409512267 (WA)

3071 KARAONE 10-0119 

TT640hrs, VW1600cc engine 359hrs direct drive 
wooden prop. Fuel tanks total 55 litres and cruise at 
65 knots. ASI, AI, VSI, Tacho, CHT, EGT, Hobbs meter, 
oil & temp gauge, strobes lights, electric fuel pump, 
carby heat, choke, elevator trim and heel brakes. 
$9,900 Call Bernie 0409512267 (WA)

3072 SHARE IN TECNAM SIERRA 

Third share in Tecnam Sierra P2002, located at 
Warnervale airfield, 45 mins north of Hornsby.
Beautifully presented and maintained aircraft with 
adjustable leather seats, very easy to fly! Cruise 105 
kts, Rotax 912s motor.Third share $27,500 Phone 
Nigel 0425 259 984.

3073 JABIRU LSA 55-3705 

FOR SALE - Factory built, good condition, always 
hangared. LAME maintained, TTAF ~2600hrs, TTE 
18hrs brand new hydraulic lifter engine (not recon, 
brand new). Microair VHF & transponder. Spare 

propeller. All new control cables, main gear, tires, J120 
brakes.$35,000. Located YBUD. Contact FlyBondy@
exemail.com.au 0420 750 710 or 0434 082 023 

3074 ROTAX 912 
80hp unused. Still in box. Includes engine mount, 
also spare air filters, oil filters and spark plugs. 
$15,450.00 ph (02) 4928 2285

3075 FOR SALE AIRBORNE 
Airborne T Lite Single 
Seat Soaring Trike 
Only 6Hrs.Can Be 
Transported In Back 
Of Ute Or Will Fold Up 
To Fit In Station 
Waggon With Wing 
On Roof.New Price 
Was $20,000 Will 
Sell For $16500 Is In 
As New Condition.
Colours Different 

From Photo. Alasdair 0247572699 Or 0406472109

3076 FACTORY BUILT TEXAN 

Club $115,000 high performance KEVLAR composite 
low wing airplane with tricycle landing gear. 110cm. 
Wide cabin, 360deg. Panoramic view plus CARBON 
FIBRE (stronger than steel) roll frame for maximum 
SAFETY. Outstanding performance, fast cruise & low 
stall speed short field landing and take-off capability. 
Contact: Jim Crocker 0458 159 988. 

3077 AIRBORNE 912 TUNDRA 
Full package. Base 
538hrs Upgraded by 
Airbourne at 375hrs 
with new Streak 3 
wing ,new mast , was 
used as Airborne 
Tundra demo. 
Purchased from 
Airborne May 2009 
with new Lynx 
helmets & headsets, 
training bars, full set 

of travelling covers & camping cover. Includes ACT 
registered trike trailer for pod & wing & with 4 jerry 
can holders. Garmin GPS111, GME PLB MT410G, 
additional handheld Vertex Pro V1 plus tools , spares 
& some parts. Bolly prop recently serviced. Hangared 
Canberra area . Log books. Contact Rick 02 6258 
5579 Mob 0409 847 680 All for $46,000.

3078 FREE AIRCRAFT 
My low-hours CTSW is yours FREE if you buy my luxury 
4br house and pool and hangar on the best airpark 
in Australia. Genuine offer. Won’t be repeated. Offer 
may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Act NOW 
before I have an attack of sanity. Ph 0407 439 807

3079 SKYFOX GAZELLE - TRAILER 
Certified factory built TT907, folding wings, panel 
includes elect T and B, CIPS, vertical card compass, 
VSI, cabin heat and headsets. Rotax 912 with new 
propeller. $37,500. Tandom enclosed trailer designed 
for Gazelle fit similar, solar powered - electric winch 
for easy loading. Perfect travelling outfit. $7500. Ph 
0405 382 235 S.E QLD. 
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Want to REALLY 
learn how to FLY? 

Pilot Certificates  

Tail Wheel / Nose Wheel 

High / Low Performance 

Instructor Ratings 

Advanced Flying 

The  

Recreational Flying Co. 

Gympie Aerodrome 
Queensland 
 

040 582 9996 
 

www.recreationalflyingco.com 

www.australianppc.com 
rob@australianppc.com

0423133056

Learn to fly

Flying made easy  

Easy Foot control  

The Summit Steel Breeze 

Weld tough

Affordable

Big Boys Toys 

BIG

Live a Dream

   

AU TRALIAN  CERTIFIS  ED

More Room 
More Options 

More Powered Parachute
  

www.australianppc.com 
rob@australianppc.com

0423133056

  Glide Ratio: From 4 to 1, up to 6 to 1.

  Rate of Climb:  400 to 800 feet per minute. 
 
  Take-off Roll:50 to 300 feet.  

  Landing Roll:50 to 100 feet.  

  Airspeed:   (up to 60 KPH)

Depending on weight and weather conditions 

W: www.australianppc.com 
E: rob@australianppc.com

Ph: 0423133056

More Room

More Options

More Powered Parachute

Affordable KITSLSALSA

Elliptical wings  

Foot steering 

More Room

More Options

More Powered Parachute

More Room

More Options

More Powered Parachute

Elliptical wings  

W: www.australianppc.com 

Elliptical wings  

Foot steering 

mmu itS

Foot steering 
Ground Steering 
Suspension
Elliptical wings
Front Brakes
 

Affordable KITS

Summit 

- Brakes
- Cruise control
- Variety of engine
- Variety of wings
- Rear suspension
- Advanced foot steering
- Ground steering
- Single seater 
- Two seater

- LSA KITS

STEEL BREEZE

P O W E R E D  P A R A C H U T E

USTRAL I AN

Ph: 0423133056

W: www.australianppc.com
E: rob@australianppc.com
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SONEX raised a few eye-
brows at Oshkosh this year 
when it flew in its proof of 

concept aircraft, the Subsonex.
The very, very light jet flew 

several times during the air-
show, piloted by renowned per-
former Bob Carlton, who has 
flown much of the JSX-1’s flight 
test program.

According to Sonex, the Sub-
Sonex is a kit concept designed 
to allow pilots to cross “jet jock” 

off their bucket lists. It claims 
the aircraft will be an easy to 
build, easy to fly premium kit 
package. 

The company says the air-
craft uses the PBS TJ-100 en-
gine and has been extremely 
successful to-date. The JSX-2 is 
already under construction with 
enhanced features. 

You can’t buy either model 
yet and there’s no indication if 
either will make it to Australia. 

Very light jet 
jocks wanted  

happy landings

Got an aviation moment you’d love to share? Your kids or maybe your club get together?  
Send a photo as a jpeg attachment and a short explanation to editor@sportpilot.net.au

Pictures: Sonex Aircraft 

SubSonex JSX-1 Proof-of Concept Prototype 
with Bob Carlton at the controls 

LLC founder/president and SubSonex 

designer John Monnett with Bob Carlton

after JSX-1’s first flight in August, 2011



RAAus flight training
including Instructor Courses, Human Factors,

Cross country, ‘Controlled’ Airspace, 
Passenger Carrying, Retractable Undercarriage, 

Adjustable Propeller, Aviation Theory

TRIAL FLIGHT: 
40 MINUTES SPECIAL OFFER 

$100 ALL UP
We operate Jabiru airplanes

and  will train in yours

CHIEFTAIN Recreational Aviation

Learn to fly the fun way at Bankstown
It’s close & not difficult; as some would say

Experienced, committed instructors
Do you learn or get taught?Also: airplanes for hire:

Piper Seneca II, Piper Warrior, Cessna Cardinal RG
Soon: a 2nd Warrior, a ‘172’ and a Piper Lance

phone: 02 9790 4130   
info@chieftainaviation.com.au
www.chieftainaviation.com.au



HM
2 place portable ............... $175
2 place for Icom ............... $175
4 place portable ............... $250

PS ENGINEERING
PM500EX panel mount 4 place I/C $350
PM 1000II 4 place ................ $395
PMA 4000 audio panel & I/C ..... $895 
PM 3000 4 place I/C ............ $525
PCD7100-I CD player & I/C ..... $895

SIGTRONICS
SPA 400 panel mount ....... $295
SPA 400N high noise version .. $395

ICOM

LIFE JACKETS
HM SURVIVOR
Slim line NON TSO 
life jacket with light 
and whistle .. $150
5 Year Service Life
(HM Survivor pictured)

RFD 102 MK3
Approved life jacket in sealed
bag 10 year service life ... $199

PLB’s with GPS
Kannad XS-4 PLB w/ GPS $399
GME MT410G PLB w/ GPS $439

SURVIVAL PRODUCTS

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENTINTERCOMS

FOR THE BEST PRODUCTS AND SERVICE, CALL CASSIE, ROY OR HARRY  03 9537 3848 OR MOBILE 0404 877 412. All prices subject to change.

Weighs
only

7.5
Kilos

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE GST

( (03)95373848
www.ozpilot.com.au
PO Box 1038, Windsor, Vic. 3181

Zaon MRX $525

Zaon *XRX $1475

TRAFFIC ALERT

Zulu.2 ANR GA version ....... $ 995 
Zulu.2 ANR Helicopter ver. $ 995  
Zulu.2 ANR Lemo panel ver. $ 995 
Sierra ANR GA version ... $ 695
with blue tooth and music input

Improved comfort
better noise attenuation
bluetooth connectivity
auxiliary music input 

HM40GA H/set ...... $179
HM51child headset $199
Peltor 8006 GA H/set $350
Sennheiser HME95 ... $299
Sennheiser HME100 ..$399
Sennheiser HMEC250 $599
David Clark H10-13.4 $399
David Clark H10-60 $449
David Clark H10-13H $425

INSTRUMENTS

FS450 FUEL FLOW
With Transducer, fittings, Firesleeve

and GPS interface ........ $850

JP INSTRUMENTS

NON APPROVED INSTRUMENTS

RC ALLEN
(TSO approved)

RCA 2600 digital horizon (electric) $3150
RCA22-7 horizon (vacuum) ........... $ 995
RCA82A Turn Coordinator (electric) $ 995
RCA15 series D.G. (electric) from .... $2495
RCA22-11A-8D.G. (vacuum) ........... $ 995

GH030 (vacuum) Artifical Horizon .......... $475
GH025 (electric) Artifical Horizon 14v .. $1195
GD031 (vacuum) DG .............................. $475
DG023 (electric) DG 14v ........................ $1195
BZW-4B turn coordinator ....................... $399
BG-3E Altimeter 20,000 ft ........................ $299
Vertical Speed Indicator ..................... $199
Magnetic compasses .......................... $150
Vertical card compass ......................... $299
Air Speed Indicators from ................... $199 

PRECISION vertical card compass $429

BENDIX/KING
KMD 250 panel mount ... $3695
KY 97A VHF (OHC) 14v ... $1695
KN 64 DME (OHC) ......... $2095
KR 76A transponder (OHC) $900
KT 78A transponder (OHC) $700
KR 87 ADF (OHC) system $2495
For New BK Avionics please call

MM001B Integral helmet  $795
MM001C Integral helmet with
VOX electronics ................. $995
MM020A Helmet only ...... $349
MM001 UL100 headset ..... $440
MM001A UL200 ANR headset  $575
MM005 Powered Radio Interface $440
MM030 Single Head Strobe $165
MM032 High Power Double Strobe  $395
MM033 High Power Triple Strobe $495

GARMIN GPS and AVIONICS

DYNON AVIONICS

D1 
Pocket 
Panel .............. $1595
Portable true attitude
indicator that can be
used by all pilots

Auto Pilot
Systems

SV32 servo (36in/lb) $825*

SV42 servo (55in/lb) $825*

AP74 Interface module $715*

EFIS-D10A +2 servos $3995
*requires D10A/100/180

AFFORDABLE GLASS COCKPIT AVIONICS

SkyView
SV-D700 7”display $2871
SV-D1000 10”display $3861
SV-ADAHRS-200...$1320
SV-EMS-220/A ...... $660
SV-XNPDR-262  Mode S 
transponder Module $1980

AIR GIZMO

Bose A20 Headset
A20 GA twin plug w/bluetooth  $1275
A20 GA twin no bluetooth ..... $1175
A20 Helicopter w/bluetooth  $1275
A20 Lemo w/bluetooth ....... $1275
Installed wiring harness .... $75

ICOM
IC-A15 .................. $375
IC-A6 Sport .......... $395
IC-A6 Pro ............. $595
IC-A24 Sport .........$495
IC-A24 Pro ........... $695
Sport versions come with cigar lead and
alkaline battery case. Pro version comes
with rechargeable battery rapid charger,
cigar lead, and headset adapter
IC-A210 (panel mount VHF) $1299
IC-A110 (vehicle VHF) ..... $1195

Aware ......................$279 Aware+ ..................... $399
Aware 5 ...................$399 Aware 5+ .................. $549
Aware+ upgrade....... $189 Clarity 3.0 .................. $899
Foresight .............. $1259 Foresight 3 ...............$1495

• Airservices Australia (or*NZ Airways) 
digital charts as standard

• Moving map GPS
• Unique airspace alerting system
• Ready to use straight from box
• Free airspace updates for life

AIRBOX–AIRSPACE WARNING DEVICE & GPS

HEADSETS

MICRO AVIONICS

Aware is Australia’s first airspace warning GPS complete with
digital charts from Airservices Australia (*NZ ver. also available).

The multi-award winning Aware takes situational awareness
to the next level with 3D warnings displayed over digital
versions of the maps pilots most often fly with.

NEW

NEWGTN 650 and GTN 750 series
GPS/NAV/COM ................ CALL
GNS 430W GPS/COM/NAV .. CALL
GNS430 recertified condition with  
Install Kit, Antenna and Datacard $6995
GI 106A Course Deviation ind $2495
GTX 327 transponder ..... $2150
SL 40 VHF Comm ........... $2  195
SL 30 VHF Nav/Comm .... $4595
GMA 240 Audio panel .... $  975
GMA 340 Audio panel .... $1595 
G3X EFIS/EMS System .... $6995

COCKPIT VIDEO CAMERA

Nflightcam

NFLIGHT CAMERAS

AMERI-KING

MICHEL/TKM
MX11 Comm ................... $1095
MX170C Nav/Com .......... $1795
MX300 Nav/Com ............ $1795

MID-CONTINENT (TSO approved)
4300-411 LIFESAVER Electric Horizon
with 1 hour emergency battery .... $3995
MD200-306 Course Dev. Ind ..... $1995
1394T100-7Z Turn Coordinator $ 925
7000C.31 Vertical Speed Ind. .... $ 695
MD90 Quartz clock from ............ $ 295

4-6 PERSON TSO’d RAFTS

TSO’d raft with canopy .. $2995
TSO’d raft with FAR91 survival
equipment  ...................... $3295
Specially designed for light aircraft

“The lightest most compact
rafts in the world”

ZULU.
2

NEW iPad Knee Dock ....... $199
NEW Panel Dock for ÆRA 795 $275
Panel Dock ÆRA 500 ........... $195
Panel Dock for 196/296/495 $195
Panel Dock for Garmin 695 .. $275

AK-350 altitude encoder .... $295

AK-451 ELT (406 MHz) ......... $899
FAA/ETSO approved 406 MHz ELT

* Not TSO'd. For experimental aircraft or for certified aircraft with a CAR35 approval

ÆRA 795 ............$2495
• 7 inch high resolution screen
• Intuitive icon driven touch screen
• Large sunlight readable display
• 3D Vision technology
• Terrain and Obstacles

GNS and BAD ELF

MFI GPS Bluetooth receiver
GNS 5870 for iPhone/iPad $119 

GNS 5890 ADS-B USB stick $250
The world’s smallest ADS-B receiver
displays ADS-B equipped aircraft
within 300 kilometres radius on
your PC

Bad Elf 1000 GPS for
iPhone/iPad ..... $150 

NFLIGHTCAM+ HD GPS Camera $649
NFLIGHTCAM Helicopter adaptor $ 99

ÆRA 500 ............ $825
ÆRA 550 ......... $1295
GPSMAP 695 .... $1995
GDU370 ............ $2995
GPSMAP 196 .... $650
GPSMAP96C .... $525
NEW GLO Bluetooth GPS
for Mobile Devices $119 

EFIS and EMS
EFIS-D6 ....... $1760
EFIS-D100 ... $2695
EMS-D10 .. $1870
EMS-D120 ... $2387
FlightDEK-D180 $3575

NEW

*Now interfaces with Garmin 495/695/Aera500/550/795,
Dynon, Avmap EKP4 / Geopilot2, and Bendix AV80R


