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15, you can earn a pilot’s certificate. You can actually 
learn to fly before then, but you can’t go solo or get your 
certificate until your 15th birthday. And if you are under 
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an RA-Aus Pilot Certificate can undertake conversion 
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of one hour solo. 
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can answer all your questions.
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It seems like only yesterday i took over as 
the President and here i am writing my 
second magazine article already. i have 

been in the job for six weeks and i am realis-
ing how busy it is going to be, however, it is all 
good and i continue to enjoy it.

The CEO and I attended the Safeskies confer-
ence October 25 – 27 in Canberra, which was 
well attended. There were many presentations 
given by various aviation experts from around the 
world. It was a very good opportunity for me to 
catch up with who’s who in the aviation world and 
to introduce myself and present Recreational Avi-
ation Australia to as many people as I could. It was 
amazing to see the looks on people’s faces when       
I told them we had almost 11,000 members.  
I suspect when they asked the question they were 
expecting me to say something along the lines 
of ‘we are already up to a thousand members’!  
     The highlight for me was the presentation 
given by the distinguished lecturer and Austral-
ian born NASA astronaut, Dr. Andrew (Andy) 
SW Thomas AO. After an already very success-
ful career in aviation, Dr. Thomas was selected 
by NASA in March 1992 and began work in the 
Johnson Space Centre in August 1992. During 
his career so far with NASA, Dr. Thomas has 
completed four space flights, including a 130 
day stint aboard the Russian Space Station, Mir 
in 1998. It stated in his biography that he has 

logged over 177 days in space – most of us have 
a log book logging our hours flown. This Austral-
ian born astronaut has a book logging his days in 
space. To top it all off, his wife shares the same 
profession as him and she too has experienced 
the wonders of space flight. It was truly amazing 
and someone all Australia should be proud of. 
During his presentation, as well as being in awe 
of this man, I was sitting there wishing I had tried 
harder at school.

Note to self: stop dreaming, come back down 
to earth and get back to work.

By the time you read this, all candidates for 
the by-election for NSW/ACT and the Northern 
Territory will have submitted their paperwork. 
I am sure they have all thought long and hard 
about volunteering and considered a number of 
things, such as what they have to offer the board 
and the organisation or. And if they have the time 
to spare for the work involved.  Their election 
statements and your voting paperwork will be in 
the January edition of the magazine. Please take 
this opportunity to have your say by casting your 
vote. Get to know them and have a chat to them 
if you are able. I very much look forward to wel-
coming the successful candidates to the team in 
the near future. The new members to the board 
have settled in extremely well and are already 
working hard on a number of various tasks.

Also, by the time you read this, RA-Aus will 
have completed its audit from CASA and we will 

be waiting for the official report. Or we will al-
ready be working on the observations, both good 
and bad. We will, of course, let you know how it 
all goes. As I said previously, I welcome this audit 
and I look forward to assisting CASA and reading 
the final report.

The progress of our new website contin-
ues to be painfully slow, but rest assured we 
are working hard to resolve the problems and 
get this long overdue facility up and running. I 
would like to be able to say, you will have seen 
the website by the time you read this article, but 
I would not be so brave to commit myself to that.  
 
    The organisation for both NATFLY 2012 and 
NORRA-Aus 2012 is gathering pace. The com-
mittees we have for these events are made up 
of great, hardworking, passionate individuals 
who will ensure the success. I am sure you will 
hear much more in the coming months. I am very 
much looking forward to attending them both.

Whatever type of aircraft you fly, have fun and 
stay safe over the holidays.  

You will, of course, see a January edition of 
Sport Pilot Magazine to make up for the one we 
missed earlier in the year.

Don’t forget, the board members are here for 
you, so please get to know them.  

I would like to finish by wishing you all, on be-
half of the board and staff, a Merry Christmas 
and very prosperous New Year.

President’s  
Report
Steve Runciman
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calendar of events
 

King island Race Season 
Finale fly-in Family day 
2 Jan 2012
45 minutes flying from the Victorian 
and Tasmanian coasts. Feature races, 
entertainment for the kids. Great food, 
great fun. Email info@kiracing.com.au or 
visit www.kiracing.com.au

 
great Eastern Fly-in 
6 -9 Jan 2012
Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome
20th anniversary. Flying, Sun and Surf.  Air 
Displays, the Flying market, Great Eastern 
Drive-In,
Pilots Dinner, outdoor Film Night, camping, 
food and Fun and more!
Contact: Gai Taylor 0427 825 202. 

 
Moot yang gunya Festival 
and Mundulla Show 
3 March 2012
We would love to have flying enthusiasts 
fly into Bordertown,SA. Shuttle service to 
Mundulla Showgrounds. Blessing of the 
Horse Sunday at 7:45am on the main 
oval, followed by an entire day of show 
jumping, dressage and harness events. 
Vintage Machinery Display, Giant Pumpkin 
Competition, Yard Dog Competition, 
Ute Muster, Indoor and Outdoor Trade 
sites, Camel & Clydesdale/Heavy Horses 
on display. For more information www.
mundullashow.org.au 

Tyabb Airshow
4 March 2012
Flying operations began at Tyabb, Victoria  
in 1962. This milestone will be the theme 
of the 2012 Airshow. Proceeds of the air 
show will benefit local charities, boost the 
town, the aero club and private aviation.
For more information www.tyabbairshow.
com.au

Clifton Fly-in
11 March 2012
Darling Downs Sport Aircraft Assn. Inc. 
Annual Clifton Fly-In at Clifton Airfield 
(Bange’s). This fly-in has become an iconic 
event in the region and is the premier 
attraction for all types of aviation in 
southern Queensland. See various types, 
shapes, sizes and models of recreational, 
ultralight and homebuilt aircraft including 
sport, vintage, general aviation and any 
other flying machine. Come late pm 
Saturday, 10th for BBQ, drinks. Fly or drive 
in, see ERSA. On field camping, bring your 
swag. Advise for catering.
Contact:  Trevor Bange Phone 0429 
378 370; A/h:(07)4695 8541; Email: 
trevorbange@bigpond.com

     
    Having completed the five year DA for the Fly-
in and being in the final stages of planning for 
this year’s Great Eastern, the Fly-in committee 
has had to make the heart wrenching decision  
to cancel this year’s event, which was was to be 
held at the Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome, 
on January 6 – 9, 2012. 
    Yes, in the last issue, we were all on track and 
looking forward to a great weekend. However, 
circumstances began developing about five 
weeks ago and came to a head in late October, 
after we took a very hard look at a number of 
issues relating to the Fly-in and to whether or 
not we could run. These issues included the 
condition of the site, last minute 
unexpected financial requirements and safety 
concerns. 
    For the past six months, the aerodrome has 
been undergoing decontamination remediation 
works on the South East section, leaving much 
of the non airside area unusable, including 
the camping, market, car clubs and children’s 
activities areas, as well as the access to runway 
09/27. 

    There is high, demountable barrier fencing all 
over the site, huge piles of soil and it looks like 
a major works site. The unexpected financial 
requirements came up three weeks ago when 
we were told by council, we would need to pay 
for an all traffic, all weather access road into 
the proposed onsite car parking area. This was 
just not possible for us as we ‘re a Not for Profit 
group with budget constraints. 
    We were also looking at having to hire a de-
mountable shower block because council 
could not fix the men’s showers which they had 
been told, were not connected to the septic 
system. Our safety concerns were to do with 
the location of the 300 car  parking area, which 
we were required to put on the southern airside 
area of the aerodrome. This area included the 
end of runway 14/32 (decommissioned) and 
would have been adjacent to the main runway, 
18/36. We believed this was a major hazard to 
air safety. 
    But on to 2013! Yes, January, 2013 will be the 
21st birthday bash for The Great Eastern. We’re 
all looking forward to it and of course everyone 
is invited. We’ll keep you posted through the 
year ahead about our plans and would like to 
thank you all for your support for us and the 
Great Eastern and wish you a very happy holiday 
time and have lots of flying fun.

Maryborough Aero Club 
WWW 2012
12-13 May 2012

In support of the RFDS and Angel Flight, 
the Maryborough Aero Club of Queensland 
is holding their annual Wings Warbirds and 
Wheels Fly-In. 
The weekend will feature Warbirds, vintage, 
and modern aircraft both large and small, 
vintage cars, motorbikes, stationary 
engines, aero engines, trade stands, model 
aircraft and much more.
We invite all aircraft enthusiasts to fly in 
and camp etc, or take advantage of the 
many hotels, motels and caravan parks the 
region has to offer.  Join us for our Saturday 
evening Spit Roast Dinner.
Contact Tony Pope 0408 988 081 or  
info@maryboroughaeroclub.com

Megafauna Flyers goolwa Trip 
24 March - 1  April 2012
We will be starting at YFT and heading for Horsham for the first night. Monday, we head to 
Naracoorte, with a trip to the caves. Tuesday we arrive at Goolwa, for three days of flying 
around and seeing the sights. We will track back to Wentworth on Friday, and then Hay on 
Saturday. We will arrive back at Yarrawonga Sunday morning. Anyone wishing to sign on 
may ring or email YFT for a sign on form. First in gets the slot. Contact Peter or Anne on 03 
5744-1466 or yft@yarrawongaflighttraining.com.au

CAnCEllED

great Eastern Fly-in 2012 Cancelled 
But bring on 2013
 By Gai Taylor

The best laid plans of mice, men, 
women and Fly-in organisers.

“See more on Evans head aerodrome on Page 16.”
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DON’T hold it in and give yourself  a headache.
Share it with the members and not only will you get it off your chest. But you could win 

some great pilot gear. Every month, one Letter to the Editor will be chosen for a special 
prize. Maybe it’s you and your completely reasonable opinion about the world of recrea-
tional aviation that no one else will listen to. 

Email editor@sportpilot.net.au and have your say. (By the way - the editor reserves the 
right to edit Letters to the Editor to shorten them to fit the space available or in case of libel.  
We don’t want your completely reasonable opinion to land you in court.)

Something to say?    
Email editor@sportpilot.net.au

letters to the editor

 

Damned if you don’t
Re article by Dave Tonks: just wondering if 

hovercraft are allowed on SE Qld lakes? They 
are classed as aircraft in some quarters and 
may be worth pointing out. Just a thought 
from a lowly gyro pilot.

 
-Joe

Ed – Joe, there are no lowly gyro pilots. We 
will check out the regulations re hovercraft  
for you.

    Thanks so much for producing the magazine  
I  thoroughly enjoy reading each edition. I want 
to lend my support to Dave Tonks ‘Dammed if 
you don’t’ article. It is clear to me the Minister 
for Energy and Water Utilities, Stephen Robert-
son, has no concept of the training required by 
a pilot, let alone the additional training for an 
waterborne endorsement. 

   Surely viewing the lake from the air, allows 
the best view of boat traffic, deep water and 
submerged hazards? Surely the draft (the 
distance from the waterline to the deepest 
part of the float) of a seaplane is far less 
than that of a motor boat? Surely there are 
many, many areas where seaplanes and 
boat traffic co-mingle without incident? 
  The logic and information to the Minister is 
flawed. I would be interested to search the  
FAA and CASA database for accidents be-
tween seaplanes and boats - on Google there 
were precious few. I also want to thank you for 
finding the AvPlan iPad App. 

I had spent quite some time looking at a 
number of apps for my iPhone or iPad, but 
all of them were centred around the USA and 
did not integrate Australia well. My instruc-
tor told me about one another that needed 
a $400 a year subscription. But AvPlan 
is around $100 (Flight planner + VFR up-
grade pack). This one sounds a real winner. 
 
-Tim  - northcote,  ViC

Ed- Tim the best App to get will soon be the 
Sport Pilot magazine. Stay tuned in the new 
year for news.

Regarding the article about Seqwater’s deci-
sion to ban amphibious aircraft from dams/lakes. 
  The person responsible for the above deci-
sion should take note of operations at Victoria 
Harbour, Vancouver.  Arriving there by ferry from 
the USA, the ocean going vessel threads its 
way among small whale watching tourist boats, 
speedboats, commercial fishing boats and 
adjacent small and large amphibious aircraft 
taking off, landing and water taxiing to berth. 
 

  Likewise, another example, in the town of Ke-
nora, set around a fresh water lake. We parked 
our car just outside a large C̀oles’ type super-
market.  Nearby, multi berth parking f̀ingers’ 
catered for speedboat shoppers as did another 
docking area for about a dozen seaplanes, where 
a Twin Otter and other types were tethered. 
  A short distance away, a large market ca-
tered for fresh produce, cooked food and 
trinkets of every description for locals and 
tourists alike.  Again, many types of air-
craft and other vessels mingled happily on 
the water’s surface adjacent to the town. 
  This typifies the way Canadians and prob-
ably many Kiwis, treat people in their coun-
tries – they are not overregulated by bu-
reaucrats sitting in air conditioned offices.  
Neither should we be. Any h̀oons’ in the air or 
on the water should be very severely dealt with. 
   Further, regarding water operations on floats, 
may I mention that after shutting down a float 
equipped chopper on water, starting up again 
gets interesting.  During this operation I’ve seen 
white knuckles on passengers and on pilots be-
ing endorsed for float ops. The surface friction 
on water is not sufficient to prevent the machine 
spinning around completely several times while 
speeding up the rotor before the tail rotor speed 
(thrust) is sufficient to counteract the torque 
being applied to the main rotor.  Especially dra-
matic on types with high inertia blades.  This is 
somewhat akin to the right (or left) pedal needed 
initially on fixed wing takeoffs. But sitting on the 
floats fishing in an isolated spot is a great way 
to go.

-Phil latz 
Ed- Phil, next time get some video of the spin-
ning helicopter. It sounds scary. Victoria Harbour 
sounds like an aviator’s dream destination.

December 
st    r letter

Each month the editor chooses one of the letters to the Editor to win a great prize. 
next month’s best contribution wins a copy of your Pilot’s licence valued at $36.95 see page 35

This edition, the Star 
letter writer  

Mark Pearce 
will receive an  

Airbox GPS valued at 
$899.00

That icy feeling of fuel  
  
I just thought I’d share a recent experience 
with you all. Last week I flew westwards from 
Orchid Beach on Fraser Island to home at Pa-
cific Haven Airpark, some 20 miles further west 
of Hervey Bay, Queensland. I aimed to climb to 
4,500ft but eased back on the throttle during 
this time to avoid some light, wispy cloud that 
came into view. Some other really light cloud 
was so hard to see that, in fact, I didn’t see it 
from a distance. With the sun in the position 
it was, some was simply too light to see even 
if conditions had been ideal, but I noticed 
in my peripheral vision some of it flash past 
each side of my aircraft, a trusty Jabiru J200. 
 In hindsight. I suspect that cloud was forming 

in front of me where moments earlier there had 
been none. Outside air temp was around 17C. 
These days I run 98 RON premium unleaded 
mogas with additive to replace the missing lead. 
     About 10 miles out from Pacific Haven I 
eased the throttle back even more to start 
a slow descent. I use carby heat on all long 
slow descents as a matter of habit. On this 
occasion, I pulled on carby heat and the en-
gine revs immediately dropped by about 400! 
I can’t recall this ever happening to me be-
fore. Normal run-up carby heat checks display 
barely discernible movement. On this occa-
sion, I have to assume that unknowingly I had 
some ice build up in the carburettor. Although 
the engine continued to run on smoothly, this-
was a wakeup call.The prevailing significant  
factors I believe I had were:

 

 
1. High humidity. Nearby cloud indicated this, 
albeit light wispy stuff, readily forming; 
2. Cool temperatures. At the height I was at 
anyway; 
3. Low throttle setting. While manoeuvring 
around and under the cloud I could see; 
4. Mogas may not have quite the resistance to 
icing as Avgas.

Personally, I am not advocating one fuel over 
another but the oil companies will direct avia-
tors to Avgas. Perhaps this has more to do with 
legalities.

   In their defence, they don’t know the condi-
tions in which any particular pilot will fly and  
they do have to contend with the lowest com-
mon denominator (consumer).

 
    Nevertheless, more Jabiru operators are 
using Mogas more often as an alternative to 
Avgas. At around 60 cents/litre price differ-
ence, (that’s $120-00 a 44 gal. drum price 
difference) we can see why. This may be 
fine for most situations but it means that its 
suitability has to be considered by the op-
erator against its intended application and 
the potential for adverse flying conditions.   
   In short, while Mogas fuel of at least 95 RON 
is stated by the Jabiru factory as acceptable 
for their engines, it would pay to be just a bit 
more circumspect when determining all your 
flying needs – including what we put in the 
tank.

Mark Pearce  
Pacific Haven 

Winners!
Every edition, a letter to 
the editor wins a great 

prize. get yours in.

november Sport Pilot 
● Letter to the Editor:  

Dave Briffa 
Wins an Avplan iPad app 

worth $79.95 

● Story of the Month:  
David Jones  

Wins an Avplan app worth 
$79.95

 

if your name is here, 
please contact us for 
your prize at editor@

sportpilot.net.au

losing a member
 
    I first became concerned about the direc-
tion the RA-Aus was going last year, when 
one of our local pilots was reprimanded over 
an incident. He was reported by a member 
of the public to have crashed. He was actu-
ally at a legal height over water, warning swim-
mers of sharks in the water after carrying 
out practice landings on the deserted beach. 
    The local group had Parks and Wildlife permis-
sion for this procedure, which we all do regularly. 
    The pilot was not contacted by RA-Aus offic-
ers and felt he’d been presumed guilty. The pi-
lot subsequently sold his aircraft and left the 
RA-Aus. We lost a good pilot and club mem-
ber.  What happened to our motto of KISS?  
It appears the RA-Aus has become a part of 
CASA instead of representing its membership.   
    It is becoming cheaper to buy and fly a small 
Cessna than the plastic fantastics which seem 
to be taking over our ultralight association  - to 
the detriment of real ultralights in my opinion. 
The gap between RA-Aus and GA is becom-
ing very blurred. I am waiting for a breaka-
way group to form. As sad as I would be see 
it happen, (I have been a member of RA-Aus 
for over 50 years) I cannot stand by any longer 
and see our organisation taken over by CASA. 
 K.V.Bauer
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Accidents/Incidents Reporting
I often get asked about accident/incident report-
ing. “That’s just for GA, or the big end of town isn’t 
it?” Well no. Reporting accidents and incidents 
is a requirement under the Transport Safety In-
vestigation Act. So let’s have a look at the what, 
why, where, when, who and how of these require-
ments.
    What is an accident or incident? I looked up 
the Operations Manual (the Bible for all RA-Aus 
pilots) and in section 4.08, way at the back of the 
book it states the definition. An Accident means, 
there has been a serious injury, or even worse, a 
death, the aircraft is damaged badly enough that 
the structural integrity, performance or opera-
tional characteristics are affected; the aircraft 
is destroyed or requires major repair or replace-
ment of components and possibly even that the 
aircraft is missing. An Incident is an event (other 
than an accident) that relates to your aircraft that 
occurs from the moment you are preparing it for 
flight until you and your passenger have disem-
barked at the end of the flight (e.g. a near miss 
with another aircraft or terrain, system failures, 
fuel issues etc) . Even if there is no harm or injury 
to people, aircraft or participants, but something 
out of the ordinary occurs, it should be reported. 
Incident and Accident reports are not about as-
signing blame. They are a way of advising fellow 
aviators of potential problems in the interest of 
safety. 
    Why? Have you ever hit a bird (on a Reg. or 
Cert. aerodrome)? Ever had an engine sput-
ter and then recover? Ever had a near miss in 
the circuit? By reporting these things, the ATSB 
can track trends which can be used to improve 
safety. Sometimes things happen which we think 

could only be a one off. But when compared with 
other pilots reports, they can produce trends we 
could never imagine. We would never know or 
find out unless incident and accident occurrenc-
es are reported in the first place. You do not need 
to decide if the information is worthy of report-
ing or not, just submit a report. The information 
is then analysed and can result in changes to 
ERSA entries, training processes, regulations or 
manufacturing procedures. Remember, the sole 
intention is to make the skies safer for all of us. 
    Where? There is a form provided on our web-
site and also a copy in our Operations Manual 
(our Bible). The form simply asks for details such 
as who was the pilot in command, how many 
hours experience that person has, what aircraft 
type was involved and how many hours it has, 
who owns the aircraft, where and when the inci-
dent/accident happened and the weather condi-
tions at the time. It goes on to ask for detail of 
what happened and for any information on dam-
age or injury. You can download the form, fill it out 
and email it. You can print it, write on it, and post 
it in or fax it. If you do write the form up, please be 
as clear as possible. It can be hard to read some 
people’s writing after it has gone through a fax 
machine. (I know my handwriting is not the best.) 
    When? How soon do we need to send in a re-
port? As soon as is practical after the event, how-
ever within 72, hours written notification needs 
to go to the ATSB (The Australian Transport Safe-
ty Bureau). These great people are dedicated to 
improving safety in the aviation, maritime and 
railroad fields. An interesting fact I learnt while at-
tending a training course at the ATSB recently, is 
that the information you provide them cannot be 
used to prosecute or create liability. In fact, you 

are breaking the law by not reporting honestly to 
them what happened. 
Who is responsible for the completion of the 
forms? The pilot in command, the owner of the 
aircraft, the operator and the hirer, (if any) are 
each responsible to ensure the accident or inci-
dent is notified. A phone call initially is enough, 
followed with a written report as soon as reason-
ably practical.  
How does RA-Aus process these forms? 
We read them, obviously, and then decide if any 
follow up is needed for further information. The 
form is passed onto the ATSB and used to as-
sess if there are any immediate safety concerns. 
If there are, members are notified through Air-
worthiness Notices, Operations Bulletins, maga-
zine articles and in some cases by mail, email 
and phone calls.
Where do we send these forms? Once a form 
has been received by RA-Aus, we pass it on to 
the ATSB. If no further action is required by us, it 
is filed for future reference.
The final word from me. 
Don’t worry about trying to decide if the informa-
tion is relevant or important to anyone else. If it 
can happen to you, it can happen to someone 
else and without your information, the outcomes 
may be far more catastrophic. From a Human 
Factors point of view, lots of small things can line 
up to become a major thing and this is exactly 
what these types of reports are designed to pre-
vent. So, send in your incident and accident re-
ports, no matter how insignificant you think the 
information is. 
Safe flying, try not to empty your bucket of luck 
before you fill up your bucket of experience, and I 
will see you out there.  

Pilot talk  Accident/incident
reports, what are      
they all about?

Jill Bailey 
Assistant Operations Manager

02 9424 1700

SIERRA 200

COUGAR 2+2 
   RAA 4 SEAT VH

TYPE APPROVED

Proudly Australian
Designed and Made

Contact Garry Morgan  Morgan Aero Works  Hangar 15 Taree Airport  Cundleton NSW Australia
Ph (02) 6553 9920 Mob 0418 253 466  Email gkmorgan@ihug.com.au Web www.morganaeroworks.com.au

125kt CRUISE
COMPLETE KIT $58,600.00 + GST
MANY OPTIONS AVAILABLE
DE-RIG INTO TRAILER IN 5 - 10 Min

Single seat Super Diamond MK1,MK2, MK3 kits from 14,900.00 + GST    All kits simple to build ,and no jigs required. Many options available
Sierra 100 and 200 32kts stall, and 130kts cruise speed. Flying school, and aircraft hire. Our aircraft are proven to be one of the strongest 

and safest avaiable. Good cross wind handling at low speed, and good stall warning.  All aircraft de-rig in a trailer in 5-10 min 

Sierra 100 kit from $24,800.00 + gst, 
complete kit $46,890.00 + gst  
Cheetah kit $22,800.00 + GST

Business hours 
The business hours for the RA-Aus Head Office is 0900 to 1700 
Eastern Standard Daylight Saving Time – Mondays to Fridays.

Outside of those hours you may leave a message on the answering machine.
The office will be closed on Monday 26 December 2011 and not re-open until Tuesday 
3 January 2012.
The Board and staff take this opportunity to wish you all the compliments of the festive 
season and a happy, prosperous and safe year in 2012.



14 | sport Pilot | DECEMBER 2011 DECEMBER 2011 | sport Pilot | 15

news

out and About 

Russ becomes a BRAT the hard way  
Photo and words by graham Pemberton.

   Russ Dennis, a young fella at heart, rocked up to Montpellier Airfield in 
Townsville, North Queensland, for his first lesson in how to fly a flex wing 
microlight. 
Although knocked by inclement weather and the closing down of the 
microlight school in Townsville, Russ was not to be deterred. Through 
perseverance, determination, and a willingness to know why birds sing, 
Russ found another way. Russ finally went solo two years after that 
initial flight.
He had to travel to Port Douglas in the Far North to complete his training 
and he had to do this on more than one  
occasion. This required packing up and 
transporting his aircraft, because he 
was not yet qualified to fly it there.  Russ 
finally qualified with Kevin Gilligan of 
Updraft Adventures in Port Douglas  
(http://www.updraught.com.au/micro-
lighting.html) So Russ has now become 
an official member of the Barrier  
Reef Adventure Trikes (BRATS).
    Steve Runciman, President of RA-Aus 
(also a member of the BRATS) was on 
hand to present the BRATS Tee-Shirt to 
Russ.
 >>Russ proudly wearing  the BRATS Tee-shirt 

JABiRugoes to  
       China

Sue Woods and Jamie Cook, of 
Jabiru, visit China

Jamie Cook and I were treated like royalty 
by our hosts. Our dealer in China operates 
from a facility at Chenjin Airport, Panjin in 
the province of Liaoning, approximately 
500km north east of Beijing. This airpark 
is under construction in preparation for 
the opening of the skies in 2015. Our 
dealer (a property developer) and the gov-
ernments of the province have invested 
heavily in the airport development.  
    The Jabiru J160C was validated by 

the Civil Aviation Administration of China  
(CAAC) to fly in China in March, 2009. It 
was the first Light Sports Aircraft to be val-
idated, with the help of a technical agree-
ment between CASA and CAAC.
    After visiting the Chenjin airport devel-
opment, we flew to Xi’an for the China In-
ternational General Aviation Convention 
(CIGAC) where we attended the airshow at 
which the Jabiru J160 was demonstrated 
before the crowds.
     China is on the verge of opening up its 
skies. Until recently, airspace was avail-
able only to military and commercial air-

lines. There has been no infrastructure for 
GA or recreational flying and building this 
infrastructure has been no small task. 
Flight training schools have to be set up; 
the military is in control of licencing and 
it is very difficult to get approval to oper-
ate a school. It currently takes at least two 
weeks to get a flight plan approved.
    Jabiru is well positioned for this poten-
tial market with 22 aircraft in China now 
- six of these are being used in a flight 
training facility. We look forward to fur-
ther developments at this exciting time of 
growth in China.

“It currently takes at least two weeks to get a flightplan approved”

>>Jamie Cook (Production Manager Jabiru), Yuna Zhao and Wenxing  Zhao 
(our hosts Sinoaustral Aviation Technology Corporation ),  
Sue Woods ( Business Manager Jabiru),  
Lei Wenxing (Sinoaustral Aviation Technology Corporation marketing)
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In the meantime, Council is trying to get public approval for modified 
conditions to the decontamination consent for work already done, this 
is not the first time approval was sought after the fact.  Hundreds of 
blocks of aerodrome land were sold without the necessary permission 
of the Federal government in the 1990’s.  The Feds did nothing.
   We have asked Federal Minister for Transport, Anthony Albanese, 
to enforce the Transfer Deed over the site. But the Minister and his 
department continue to sit on their hands and do nothing. The Minister 
is under the mistaken belief that the market place is the best place to 
determine what happens to our aviation infrastructure, a recipe for the 
continuing loss of airfields for inappropriate development. 
    It is now very clear that all three levels of government are doing as 
they please.  The lack of action by the new State government copy-
cats that of the former mob. Part of the problem seems to be that 
the same bureaucrats are holding the reins.  There is precious little  
accountability.
    The main casualties in all of this are the World War II Veterans who 
trained and served at Evans Head and who are deeply opposed to their 
‘sacred site’ being destroyed by development not compatible with avia-
tion.   They want their aerodrome kept as a working-and-living memo-
rial to their 1000 mates lost during World War II.   They are angry that 
governments at all levels are unresponsive to the very democratic pro-
cesses they fought so hard to preserve. 
    The battle for Evans Head is not over.  We are now seeking legal ad-
vice.   We need the support of the aviation community.  Please write to 
your local state and federal members and ask them to intervene in this 
matter.   The fight for Evans Head is not only about aviation infrastruc-
ture, but the men and women who served Australia in World War II.     
They deserve better.
    First prize for the retirement village name goes to the wag who sug-
gested it be called “Whispering Death”.  It not only captures the World 
War II aviation history of the site, but the demographic status of the 
occupants and the fate of the aerodrome.  

 news

The NSW Joint Regional Planning Panel (Northern Region) approved 
decontamination work for the  site in January based on a Plan of Man-
agement for the Aerodrome which had never been sanctioned by Rich-
mond Valley Council or the NSW Heritage Council, the joint consent 
authority. 
    The Plan was not given final approval until August, well after most of 
the stripping of the contaminated site was done, part of runway 14/32 
and associated taxiways were ripped up, and the main and critical 
WWII drainage system destroyed.
    Heavy rain caused many problems for the decontamination process.  
Formal complaints about degradation of local waterways and lack of 
dust control were dismissed by the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage following what we consider to be cursory inspections made 
when the problems were no longer apparent.
    It‘s now 30 months since Expressions of Interest were called for 
an airpark on part of the aerodrome.  Developer, Peter Lynch, put up 
his hand to purchase the remainder of the aerodrome but there’s no 
evidence of a sale. 
    Lynch seems to be getting the runaround as happened to a previous 
airpark developer, Bill Finlen, when his proposal was ignored during 
the planning process for the aerodrome in 2004.  Council offered the 
land to the retirement village without a word to Finlen.  He only dis-
covered what had happened  when council released a draft Plan of  
Management for public comment in 2005.
    Council is dragging its feet so approval for the retirement village 
can be pushed through without the need for integrated planning.   
The addition of an airpark to the planning mix would mean a new 
ANEF.  The noise contours would well and truly intrude on the village 
and probably kill it off.

Whispering 
Death  By Dr Richard gates
President, Evans head Memorial Aerodrome Committee inc. 

The State heritage listed Evans head Memorial Aerodrome 
continues to be under threat from a proposed 10ha regional 
retirement village (RRV) 130 metres from the main runway.

ThE AWPA RA-AuS 
STuDEnT PiloT 
SCholARShiP
Sponsored by  
AERo REFuEllERS
Are you in training for your  
RA-Aus Pilot Certificate?  
If yes, you might be eligible for one of these 
scholarships.
 

The Australian Women Pilots’ Association, with sponsor-
ship from Aero Refuellers, is offering two RA-Aus Student 
Pilot Scholarships in 2012.  The scholarships are to assist 
female RA-Aus student pilots to complete their RA-Aus Pilot 
Certificate. 
Applicants must have at least 5 hours flight time and be 
a member of AWPA. Each scholarship is valued at up to 
$1,500 – paid on a ‘dollar for dollar’ basis. 

These scholarships are two of a comprehensive portfolio of 
awards and scholarships that AWPA is offering with the sup-
port of its membership and a range of sponsors.  
In all, there are 33 separate scholarships and awards avail-
able that are worth over $65,000.  

Applications are open NOW but close soon!  
Go to the website for further information, criteria required 
and application forms –  
www.awpa.org.au
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Leather adjustable seats with headrests, 
central dual controls with numerous switch-
es and buttons built into the handgrips and 
the fishbowl like visibility from the cockpit 
certainly also grabbed our attention.

The power plant is a 100hp 912ULS Ro-
tax mounted above and behind the cockpit. 
The fuel tanks are in the lower wings and hold 
a total of 90 litres giving an endurance of five 
hours. Both wing tanks feed a holding tank 
mounted behind the passenger seat which is 
in full view of the pilot. The holding tank holds 
45 minutes of fuel and is readily visible to the 
pilot.

Two reasonable size bags fit behind the 
seats. The range of instruments available is 
impressive. The plane we were testing has 
two DynonSkyviews, and a centre mounted 
Garmin VFR Panel package – GPS, tran-
sponder and radio. A 12 volt power outlet is 
also mounted in the dash (great for the iPad).

The cockpit layout and ergonomics are 
impressive. Two large blokes fit comfortably 
and legroom is more than sufficient. Any-
one over 181cm might find the headroom a 
bit tight, though. A cabin heater keeps you 
toasty during those cold frosty days. Before 
we headed for the skies and Lake Leslie, we 
removed the cabin doors by taking out two 
hinge pins on both sides.

Having flown in various types of aircraft 
and seen many instrument panel layouts 
over the years, we were impressed with the 
layout of the instruments in the LS; switch-
es look great and the throttle and arm rest 
configuration worked well. The position of 
the compass and choke is questionable but 
we couldn’t see where else they could be 
mounted.

As we moved along the taxiway, we took 
the time to get used to the sensitive heel 
brakes. We also found that with the tail sec-
tion located immediately behind the three 
bladed prop, the rudder kept us on the cen-
treline with very little need for the brakes.

We throttled up on runway 09 and were 
off the ground well within 100 metres (M). 
The climb out rate is impressive. The electric 
trim (stick mounted) worked well as we tried 
to keep the nose down when all the Super 
Petrel wanted to do was climb out at a rate 
we were not prepared to try.

As we reached the end of the airstrip, 
we raised the undercarriage with the centre 
mounted undercarriage lever and the lights 
on the dash went from green to blue. Booster 
fuel pump was switched to off and there were 
no flaps to worry about.

We climbed to 3,500 FT and tracked for 
the training area to test the aircraft’s flying 
characteristics.

Doing 15, 30 and 45 degree turns, stalls, 
turning on a point, side slips and stall recovery 
were no problem. The aircraft’s responsive-
ness is impressive. Cruise speed at straight 
and level, to achieve an economical fuel burn, 
is 90 KT. The manufacturer promotes 97 KT 
cruise speed. Stall speed 30 KT, rate of climb 
an impressive 1000 FT/MIN, glide ratio 10:1.

Feeling comfortable with the aircraft and 
having one of the best RA-Aus Floating Hull 
trainers in Australia beside me, we headed 
for Lake Leslie. The wind was from the south 
east at 5-8 KT. The lake told us the active 
with ripples and wind shadows against the 
shoreline pointing the way.

We kept away from the fishermen, the 

caravan park and dam wall which placed us 
over trees and at the base of a mountain as 
we made a circuit to check our watery airfield 
for logs, buoys or snags. All was clear, so we 
checked the landing gear was up, fuel pump 
and bilge pump on and started our descent.

The swish of water on the hull established 
we were on the lake and we pulled up within 
100 M. We powered up and step taxied to 
the boat ramp. The Super Petrel LS was in its 
other element… water.

As we approached the boat ramp, we 
lowered the landing gear and powered up to 

climb up the concrete ramp. We turned on 
the boat preparation area to face back to-
ward the lake and powered down. People ar-
rived from all directions and dribbled all over 
the plane. We answered countless questions 
and then with more than 100 people watch-
ing us, we re-entered the lake and prepared 
for take off.

We turned into the wind and powered up. 
Stick hard back, forward and back again to 
get on the step and within 120 M we were off. 
We climbed out low and straight ahead until 
we had reached 1000 FT AGL then turned to 
fly downwind, base and final again.

This time, we tried a few additional proce-
dures, crosswind taxi, sailing, power sailing, 
beaching, anchoring, step taxi and water 
plow. The Super Petrel LS performed very 
well in all of it. 

During all these exercise we did not get 
wet or have a situation where the bilge pump 
needed to do any work. Manoeuvrability of 
the Super Petrel LS on water at a low power 
setting was very good, because of the hull 
shape and prop position pushing air over the 
tail.

As we landed back at Warwick airfield, 
with undercarriage down (something I must 
get used to) the plane flared nicely and pulled 
up within 120 M. At no time did we find any 
vices or performance problems with the Su-
per Petrel LS. The seats were comfortable 
and visibility good.

Not only is the LS a good looking plane 
with good performance and endurance, it’s 
at the lower price range too, comparable to 
its competitors at around $125,700. 

If you are in the market for a versatile 
amphibious aircraft, the Super Petrel LS is 
worth a test flight. Australian lakes, estuar-
ies and rivers, here I come.  
 
 

For more in formation  
www.superpetrelaustralia.net

feature

Kelvin Hutchinson puts the latest amphibious  
aircraft the Brazilian Super Petrel LS  to the test at  
Lake Leslie in South East Queensland.

O ver the past few years, sports and recreational aviation com-
munities have been bombarded with hundreds of new aircraft 
options, all with very high quality finishes and impressive instru-

ment choices.
For the first time, the Jabiru, Lightwing, Savannah, Tecnam, Drifter 

and Sierra manufacturers, have real competition. Affordable and ex-
tremely well designed and finished aircraft arriving in the country from 
Brazil, The Czech Republic and the US are grabbing the attention of 
recreational aviators.

Brazil, in particular, has been a country producing a wide range 
of successful aircraft for many years. One is the EDRA Super Petrel.

 
 
    I happen to be lucky enough to live near Warwick, Queensland 
where the first of the new model  Super Petrel LS arrived in Australia. 
With Lake Leslie only six nautical miles away we decided to put the 
LS, to the test.

The LS replaces the SP100 model. There are around ten SP100s 
flying in Australia today. The main difference between the old and new 
model is the body shape, which is more streamlined and aerodynam-
ic, support cables have been removed and there is more space in the 
cockpit. 

When you first approach the LS model, you can’t help but be im-
pressed by the quality of the finish and attention to detail throughout. 
A major feature of the LS are its biplane wings. There is 15m2 of wing 
area. The body of the LS is composite and the wings predominantly 
fabric covered, but, visually, you can hardly see the difference due to 
the high quality finishes. 

   Pouring  
on thePetrel 
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reader’s stories

 

Steve Donald is a LAME with more than thirty-five years’ ex-
perience in the airline business. he started at Ansett Air-
lines and is now with Virgin Blue at Brisbane Airport as a 

Senior lAME. Many years ago he acquired a restricted PPl, but 
work and family got in the way. 

In 2004, however, Steve had time and opportunity to look at the 
private aircraft scene once again. He quickly realised that times had 
changed. GA was now too complicated, vocationally oriented and ex-
pensive. The recreational regime seemed by far the better way to go. He 
soon had his recreational pilot’s certificate. 

In 2005, he decided that he needed a plane with a cruising speed 
of between 90 KT and 100 KT. He had a preference for an Austral-
ian designed and produced kit. The Aeropup caught his attention.  

    It seemed to have everything he wanted. It was a good all round 
recreational aircraft (registrable as either RA-Aus or GA) and it had a 
sound design history, being a development of the popular single-seat 
Supapup.

However, there weren’t too many flying at that time and it wasn’t un-
til Narromine in 2006 he was able to see a finished flying example of 
the type. It turned out to be love at first sight. The Aeropup is indeed a 
special aircraft. But what is it about the plane that makes it different? 
To begin with, it has easy, quick folding wings. Then, it has a chromoly fu-
selage frame that acts as a roll cage in case of accident. It has good fuel 
capacity (96L) too, in the wings rather than in the fuselage. It is a high 
wing design, which not only provides great downwards visibility, but also 
some shade when at those summer fly-ins. It has good luggage capacity 
as well. All these features were important to Steve in selecting a safe, 
medium-range touring aircraft for Australian conditions.

Steve picked up the kit in April 2006 and spent the rest of 2006/2007 
putting it together. He chose a Jabiru 2.2L motor for his aircraft. By late 
2008, it was ready for weighing, C of G calculations, engine test running, 
etc. Soon after came that moment that every aircraft builder dreams of; 
that moment the plane leaves the ground for the first time. Steve was 
determined that he should be the one to pilot his Aeropup on its first 
flight. He did the research and prepared himself thoroughly until he was 
confident and when the right day came, he did it! Of course, he first did 
lots of taxi trials and mock takeoff tests, gradually building up speed 
down the strip at Caboolture, lifting the tail almost to the point of takeoff 
without actually launching into the air. Then he was away!

Before long he had done the mandatory 25 hours test flying and 
proceeded to venture further away from home base as he built up con-
fidence in the plane’s ability. He has now done 190 hours in the air-
craft.  I first saw Steve’s Aeropup at Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield in 
June 2009 and was immediately impressed with the aircraft’s quality. 
Steve flies in to Watts on a regular basis and I have now had opportunity 
to look the aircraft over in detail. It is rare to see such a well finished 
aircraft. True, Steve is a senior LAME, but he obviously has a very pro-
fessional approach to his hobby as well. Well done Steve Donald! 

a  love affair 
with a Pup  

reader’s stories

by Arthur Marcel
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       light 
 FaNTasTIC
    The ASI held nicely at 50kts after a touch 
of nose-up trim, and the balance ball cen-
tred with just the lightest left rudder pres-
sure. The VSI indicated 550fpm up as we 
climbed to 3000ft. I levelled off, trimmed to 
hold the nose in the level flight attitude and 
the ASI settled to 54kts at 5500 RPM. This 
was all the speed we were going to get at 
this power setting.
     I tried the controls, each in turn. They 
were all light but remarkably responsive, be-
cause the mass of the engine is close to the 
aircraft’s centre of gravity. Control harmony 
was impressive.
     In 45 degree banked steep turns air-
speed decayed quickly until I raised the 
power and here I noticed the first significant 
Drifter characteristic. Turns were easier 
to the right than the left, a trait caused by 
the propeller being close to the rudder, so 
more slipstream strikes the right side of 
the fin than the left. Thus, more rudder is 
needed to coordinate when turning left than 
right, and adding power aggravates it. A 60 
degree bank needed full power to maintain 
height and 50kts.
   Stalling was simple and straight forward. 
Ok, it sagged sideways a bit on some stalls, 
but rudder stopped the yaw and the aircraft 
levelled its own wings. Then Peter suggest-
ed I try a full power stall. This was an im-
pressive demonstration of the aeroplane’s 
general docility. Stuck on a screaming pole 
like a demented witch on a broomstick, 
with the nose wavering at what seemed 
like 60 degree to the horizontal, the aircraft 
just sat there, dancing on its tail. So long 
as I stopped the yaw, the nose just waved 
around while the ASI flickered around 30kts. 
What a party trick!
    Gliding is sensational with an angle only 
marginally better than you’d get from an an-
vil. Power off requires a simultaneous and 
substantial nose-down attitude change or 
the airspeed vanishes. The low nose at-
titude seemed extreme until I checked the 
ASI and saw we had cornered the correct 
glide speed. Obviously, gliding range is re-

stricted: better than a helicopter in autoro-
tation, but that’s all.
    Returning to the circuit we had just 
10kts of wind, with 5 of it across the run-
way. Under Peter’s direction, I set the re-
quired 50kt best glide speed on a base 
leg which appeared impossibly close to the 
runway’s end. And then, as I turned final, 
everything stopped except our descent. 
To make the field we had to penetrate the 
headwind, so I raised the IAS to 60kts. 
    Gympie’s grass was too wet from recent 
storms so we were stuck with the bitumen. 
Slowly we closed on the threshold, and it 
was a toss-up deciding if we made that or 
the boundary fence first, until I added a 
burst of power. We skipped over the runway 
numbers and into the flare. The elevator 
was light and lively, even with the falling air-
speed, and it was no effort to hold off in the 
float. The hard bit was getting the float height 
right as this seemed so close to the runway, 
that I was going to get a gravel rash on my 
nether regions. Then with a gentle bump 
we were down. There was no bounce and 
Peter quickly called for the stick to be cen-
tralised and for full power for the go-around.  
   Then the Drifter’s sensitive directional con-
trol swung into action and had me swerving 
across the runway. Quick feet and rudder 
solved the problem, and at 45kts we lifted 
off. I accelerated to the required 50kts and 
we climbed away.
     As a low performance aeroplane, we flew 
a 500ft AGL circuit so I nailed 760ft indicat-
ed on the altimeter for each downwind leg. 
We did a further four circuits, each one more 
precise and each one further reinforcing 
the steep approach and high descent rate 
inherent in this little aeroplane. Then Peter 
climbed out and I did another four circuits 
before the wind started to rise. I made a full 
stop landing and taxied back to the hangar.
This is a delightful aircraft challenged me  in 
ways I have not been challenged for a long 
time. 
           It has unique characteristics due to its 
high centre of gravity, pusher propeller and  

because the pilot is so exposed to the ele-
ments. The small performance envelope is 
also a challenge with almost constant pow-
er adjustments necessary to maintain both 
airspeed and altitude. 
In a Drifter, the pilot cannot just sit there 
and let the trim do the work. This aeroplane 
will not give an inch and the challenge this 
presents makes a flight a very worthwhile 
exercise for any pilot, regardless of their 
level of experience. 
I liked flying the Drifter very much and rec-
ommend it, if for nothing else than the ex-
perience. I’ll probably be back before long to 
have another run in it. All I have to do is find 
someone else who will enjoy being part of 
the atmosphere at 2000ft.

Drifting the

 
Austflight SB-582 
by Rob Knight 

Peter Stanton at The Recreational Flying Company 
in gympie had been pressing Rob for some time 
to go “Drifting” with him in his Austflight SB-582 

so Rob drove from Brisbane to take him up on his offer. 
 
    Thunderstorms brewed upwind of Gympie airfield as Peter kitted 
me out in black jacket and white headset/helmet. Then he went 
through the starting procedures. These were straightforward and 
we were quickly setting the CTAF frequency and waiting for the en-
gine to warm.
    Under Peter’s guidance, taxiing was a breeze as long as the speed 
was kept low because the brakes were not especially efficient. Al-
though the rudder was effective in the slipstream, the tail-wheel 
springs were soft and the tail-wheel was less useful for steering 
than I had expected.
The run-up was uneventful and the pre-take-off checks uncompli-
cated – this is a very basic aeroplane, and in what seemed no time 
at all, we were ready to go. There was no other traffic and the run-
way was ours.
    After carefully taxiing onto the centreline, I gingerly cracked the 
throttle, straightened the tail-wheel, then opened the throttle ful-
ly. Suddenly the centreline disappeared over my left shoulder. Of 
course! The prop turns anticlockwise when viewed from behind, 
and the swing is all to the right. I jabbed belatedly on the left rud-
der pedal and the centreline re-appeared. Unlike a tractor powered 
aeroplane, thrust is now an un-stabling force. The tail rose and the 
bitumen streaked past far too close to my posterior for comfort. I 
reminded myself that I was strapped onto this thing, and not in it 
as is usual with a flying machine. Then I remembered the airspeed, 
we were approaching 45kts, nearly the rotate figure that Peter had 
given me. The silence in the back seat could have been his activat-
ed survival instincts, or maybe tacit approval for what I was doing.
    Surprisingly quickly, I had to adjust the nose upwards to hold a 
50kt climb. Then a shudder started and shook the windshield and 
front cockpit. It was only a wheel out of balance, an issue as I found 
out, which is typical of Drifters.
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Just as well each of us is reasonably 
content with our own patch. Be it 
the street, neighbourhood, club or 

even flying venue. However, when you 
reach the end of this story, you will want 
to be flying out of Caboolture.
Lest this become a “mine is better than 
yours” contest, here is a very objective case 
why your recreational flying is not complete 
until you have crossed Caboolture off your 
list.  
   Caboolture is about 50km North of Bris-
bane CBD and easily reached along the fast 
Sunshine Coast motorway. If you prefer not 
to compete with the other motorists, you 
can even put your bicycle on the train, as 
this writer does, and 15 minutes of easy 
pedalling from the station will get you there. 
If you are flying in, it is YCAB. CTAF 118.8, 
elevation 40 feet, approximately 4.5km 
East of the town. The climate of this part of 
Queensland is the envy of most of Australia 
and flying conditions are excellent all year 
round. There are two grass strips – 12/30 
and 06/24, well drained and maintained. 
The 17 year old airport is owned by the local 
council and is under the operational control 
of the Caboolture Aero Club. 
    Even if you are not a nav wizard, it is hard 
to get lost. Either follow one of the major 
highways or the coastline. And as you get 

closer, there is always the water tower 
in town to fix your bearing.
    Caboolture as a centre is no village 
outpost. Its nearly 50,000 population 
supports major cultural, social and 
commercial facilities and amenities. If 
you are a flying visitor, there is a good 
choice of accommodation and almost 
everything else you might need.
The services at the airport itself are 
very extensive. The more than 100 
hangars obviously accommodate a di-
versity of flying devices, which in turn 
have spawned other supporting busi-
nesses and services, either within 
the airport precinct or in the adjacent 
industrial area. There are no landing or tie-
down fees. Shell AvGas is available 24 hours 
by self-help with a credit card. The Aero 
Club always offers a welcome to visiting 
aviators, even though its premises suffered 
some damage recently. There is a choice of 
refreshment facilities available in the sur-
rounding industrial area.
    As if that is not enough to tempt you, there 
is more. There are at least four flying schools 
within the precinct, covering a big range of 
aircraft including helicopters and gliders. 
Occasionally the skydiving club is also ac-
tive. The range of aircraft is truly amazing – 
either flying regularly, visiting, in the course 

of restoration or represented in the ex-
cellent Warbirds museum. In operational 
condition is a P51 Mustang, CAC Wirraway 
and CAC Winjeel. A group of  volunteers is 
restoring an Australian built DAP Beaufort 
Mark VII bomber or you can buy yourself a 
thrill in a Nanchang CJ6 – China’s People’s 
Liberation Army Air Force basic trainer, first 
produced in 1960. 
    I have kept the best to last. There truly 
cannot be scenically and recreationally a 
more attractive place to fly than this part 
of the Sunshine Coast. 
Fringed to the East are the shimmering 
waters of the Pumicestone Passage, the 
variegated ground pattern of Bribie Island 

with its swamps, plantations and beautiful 
beaches, housing areas and emerald blue 
ocean. To the West are the unmistakable 
majestic peaks of the Glasshouse Moun-
tains, rising out of the undulating plain like 
brave sentinels. Mt. Beerwah punctuates 
the sky at 1824 feet. In between is a colour-
ful mosaic of State Forest plantations, small 
farms, the chequered patterns of pineapple 
fields and small settlements. What a feast 
for the eyes. 
    If you are an aviator living at beautiful 
Bribie Island (and there are a few) you re-
ally have it made. Bribie is truly a place of 
relaxed living with all kinds of watery ameni-
ties, only 20km by road to the East from 
Caboolture. It is the only island on the East 
coast of Australia, with a bridge connection 
to the mainland. If you would like to give 
yourself some local landing variety, there is 
Caloundra airport to the North or Redcliffe 
to the South. However, take care approach-
ing these alternates as you can easily drift 
into controlled airspace – the Sunshine 
Coast airport in the case of the former and 
Brisbane for the latter.
Brisbane leisure flyers must surely con-
sider themselves blessed with such great 
opportunities available at Caboolture. Why 
would you fly from anywhere else but the un-
crowned capital of sports and recreational 
aviation of Australia? 

A Compelling Case for Caboolture
By Juris Greste

coming  to an airstrip near you

Very Competitively Priced          www.superpetrelaustralia.net

Ever wanted to fly Tailwheel?
Come to the Tailwheel specialists at Aldinga in the heart of the beautiful McLaren 
Vale wine region. Recreational and GA endorsements in our fantastic new Sport 
Cubs or the venerable Piper Super Cub. Sharpen your skills, broaden your horizons.

www.adelaidebiplanes.com.au       Aldinga Airfield   Tel 08 8556 5404

Fly a Classic, Fly a Cub... with Adelaide Biplanes.
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greetings from Canberra

At the Recreational Aviation Safety Fo-
rum held in Canberra on october 7, a com-
ment was made by the Regional Airlines 
representative about the general stand-
ard of responses to a request for a pilot 
to advise the position of his / her aircraft.  

    The representative indicated that their 
pilots rarely have an intimate knowledge of 
the local area. So reporting your position 
over a local feature, along the lines of say, 
over the wetland and the like, is not always 

helpful.   
    Such a response can invariably lead to 
additional and unnecessary radio calls. 
Accordingly, reporting your position as a 
distance and bearing from the airfield is 
generally more accommodating. 
For example 
     Aircraft type 
     Callsign 
     Position e.g. seven miles North (North   
     West or Nor East etc.) of 
     Bathurst(Include altitude and intentions   
      if not   previously advised) 

The above call was an anathema in former 
times but CAAP 166-1(0) permits its use – see 
bullet point 2 of paragraph 6.4 of the CAAP. 

   Remember, a pilot’s ability is some-
times being judged by people who 
are not even in the cockpit, and the 
standard of your radio phraseology is 
an indicator of your professionalism.  
     Recently, I was waiting for a flight at 
the domestic airport in Manila in the Phil-
ippines and a light aircraft taxied by, go-
ing way too fast. The aircraft was also 
flashing strobe lights (unnecessary) and 
the pilot did not even bother to have a 
hand on the control column, because  
I could see the elevator move each time 
the aircraft hit a small rut on the taxiway. I 
wonder how well the radio calls were being 
made ... food for thought.

Reporting where 
you are

Steve Tizzard

a word 
from 
the CeO  

                                      For best Prices and availability call Chris at GT PROPELLERS AUSTRALIA
Phone 0415195095  Fax (08) 8326 7268   Email  chris@gtpropellersaustralia.com.au  or visit  www.gtpropellersaustralia.com.au

Fast delivery for standard fixed pitched to suit RV, Tecnam, 
Jabiru and most RA-Aus aircraft.

• constant speed
• electric or hydraulic in flight adjustable
• ground adjustable
• custom propellers on request

 GT PROPELLERS AUSTRALIA

Distributor of Sensenich 

Fixed Pitch for RV & also 2 & 3 Blade Ground Adjustable Propellers
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  Our Past and NATFLY 2012

Many members are surprised this option 
is still available, and the rules and specifi-
cations for these beautiful aircraft haven’t 
changed over the years.  True, you now have 
to have the design approved, but that is rel-
atively quick and painless.

 
Natfly 2012                              

 Yes, it is months away, but it starts Good 
Friday April 6, 2012.  This year a group of peo-
ple approached me about having something 
for the 95.10 aircraft enthusiasts.  Strangely 
enough, I had already decided to empha-
sise (as far as tech is concerned) the 95.10 
category, (must be psycho- I mean psychic).  
What I plan is a full day talking about these 
aircraft, having a look at some examples, and 
giving people a chance in an open forum to 
talk about the advantages of these aircraft 
(I’ll make sure you get a say even if you have 
a negative view). So if you have designed, or 
built, or wish to build a 95.10 aircraft come 
along, but please bring along a younger per-
son (for me anyone in their 50’s), and we can 
all try and convince them the effort to build 
a 95.10 aircraft has some huge advantages, 
and that the magic of flying for fun is concen-
trated in these aircraft.  

    Bring along your designs for me to see, 
and perhaps you can talk and get hints 
from designers who have been down the 
same path as you are going.  Remember 
95.10 aircraft can include trikes, high 
wing, low wing, multi-engine, single seat 
types. They can be built from a commer-
cial kit, or from plans. We can even talk 
about a two seat type (variant of a 95.10), 
which can be factory built so you can learn 
to fly one.  After all, many of our current 
older school aircraft started out as 95.10 
aircraft, and just got bigger.  You can also 
give me some suggestions as to how I can 
make it easier for you to operate these 
aircraft.
    If you are interested in the aircraft which 
were the foundation of RA-Aus, contact 
the Holbrook Ultralight Museum and 
have a look at their displays.  You may 
get inspired, and even if you are not, I can 
guarantee you will have a good interest-
ing time. (Club Office: (02) 6036 3042) 
    NATFLY may seem a long way off, but 
now is the time to start planning, par-
ticularly if you would like to bring along 
your 95.10 aircraft. I would like to see 
as many as possible. Let’s make the 
95.10 prize the hardest to judge next 
year because of the numbers present.  
     

Perhaps we can arrange a field nearby so 
if necessary, you can use a trailer and just 
fly the last couple of miles.  If this can be 
arranged, I’ll try and organise transport 
to the staging area, so you can be taken 
back to get your aircraft.
    I’m going to see what I can do to make 
NATFY as much fun as possible for every-
one, particularly the small aircraft which 
were used to make RA-Aus what it is today. 

One final thing
     December/January is the holiday period, 
where many of us will have the time to fly.  
Remember you need to have a close look at 
your aircraft, (particularly if it hasn’t flown for 
some time), and make sure it is airworthy and 
decrease the chances of having problems.
   A problem, even a minor one, can spoil 
your fun and can be costly if left. So spend 
the time and make sure everything is right, 
before you go. 
    Checking your aircraft thoroughly will al-
ways make you look like you are professional, 
where a broken aircraft at the end of a flight 
can do the opposite and frighten people off.
 
Happy and safe flying and fixing.

T   his is similar to “it was better in the old 
days”.  While I think some things may have 
been better in the former years of RA-Aus 

(AUF), some things were not.  There has been a 
steady movement away from the smaller, single 
seat aircraft, which were a joy to the founders of 
the organisation, towards larger two seat factory 
built or amateur built aircraft (not that there is 
anything wrong with these aircraft).  
    But, in a way, we are losing the fun which came 
from struggling with an aircraft design, which we 
could build reasonably cheaply, and then fly.  True, 
there are problems with learning to fly these air-
craft, particularly since nearly every one is differ-
ent. But everyone got the sense of achievement 
and fun which went with them.  The aircraft I am 
talking about are the small, 300Kg MTOW, single 
seat aircraft, which were the only ones available 
in the early days.  I really wouldn’t like a situation 
where these small aircraft just died out.
    They are perfect for a young pilot, with limited 
funds.  They are just plain fun, and after all that’s 
what we are about -  “making flying fun again”.  
Cost is a huge advantage for these aircraft. They 
are relatively cheap to buy and operate.  The only 
disadvantage is the single seat. With the vast im-
provements and numbers of suitably reliable en-
gines available today, the only obstacle is a lack 
of imagination. 

I wish I had a dollar for every time  
I heard that we need to get back to 

our roots.

with Steve Bell
RA-Aus

Tech talk
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reader’s stories

“Humans are  
            easily amused” 
 
   The next morning the weather was beautiful, so we 
packed up and headed for Manilla Skyranch on the 
shores of Lake Keepit. The microlights had a good flight, 
which was punctuated at the beginning by light rain 
and even small hail for a short time. In the hail, the pi-
lots reduced RPM to minimise the risk of propeller dam-
age but all was OK. The fliers did a scenic flight around 
the Warrumbungles with a lunch stop at Coonabarabran. 
     At Skyranch, they were met by Hunter, Neil, Dean, Willi 
and Tina.  Neil was instructing Dean in the tender art of flying 
gyroplanes.      These machines, for those who have not had 
the good fortune to fly them, are tremendous fun I was told 
by one of our group who did some training earlier this year.  
They are extremely well mannered, even in conditions which 
would give my microlight flying friends white knuckles.
    The crew at Skyranch was very hospitable and hangared 
the microlights before settling down to a convivial BBQ. I met 
the two resident dogs, Jack (Daniel’s) and Bundy, while I took 
great interest in whatever the ravenous fliers left of the bar-
bie.
    If any fliers reading this get a chance to visit Manilla Sky-
ranch and check out the Autogyros, they should do so.  Gyros 
have had some bad press for various reasons, but these new 
generation machines are very capable and safe in all flying 
conditions.
 
 

As with any aircraft, proper training and understanding of 
their characteristics is essential.
The next morning, Damien and I packed up and drove to a 
property between Inverell and Glen Innes.  
    Leaving Skyranch, the fliers had a headwind which disip-
pated at a higher level.
The final half of the flight was on top of broken cloud over 
scenic undulating farmland with a silky smooth magic carpet 
ride.
    The fliers were greeted by Peter (Win’s son), Karen and 
their two teenage sons, Andrew and Glen. I took up my bed 
in the VW for the night and was told to keep away from the 
goats which were kidding, in case my natural canine curiosity 
upset them.
    The following day, the wind dropped at 09:00 as Peter 
predicted (you can’t beat local knowledge) so Peter Andrew 
and Glen took the back seats of the trikes for a jolly around 
the property and surrounds.  It is great for farmers to get an 
aerial perspective of their properties and all three soon over-
came their initial trepidation to enjoy the flight immensely.  
Lunch was the usual country fare, followed by a relaxing af-
ternoon, finished off by a trip to Glen Innes in the trikes with 
the now veteran passengers on board.
Next morning, the weather looked a bit bleak for the flight 
to Lightning Ridge, but our team meteorologist, Glen, deter-
mined it would be flyable. The intrepid fliers took off at about 
08:30 and did a touch and go at Inverell, just so they could 
say they had been there and add it to their lists. Humans are 
easily amused.
 
 

I have just completed an important assignment as 
Security Officer for the ground support vehicle ac-

companying some microlight aircraft doing a tour from 
Cootamundra to northern NSW and back. 
    My mate, Damien, was the driver of the VW van 
pulling a trailer, while my duty was to guard the vast 
quantity of paraphernalia the fliers wanted to take with 
them.  I took a food bowl and a sleeping mat.  As you 
know, you can’t take much in a microlight, so the tasks 
assigned to Damien and me were critical to the suc-
cess of the mission.
    We left Cootamundra in fine weather and the fliers 
stopped at Cowra to eat their sandwiches and attend 
to human needs. There were three microlights with five 
people on board.
 

 
    Ian and Elaine were flying one, Glen was flying the 
second and Arnold and Win were in the third.
We met up for the night at Mudgee Aero Club, 
where Rob showed the group to their accommoda-
tion and gave them the keys to the courtesy vehi-
cle the club provides for visiting fliers. We couldn’t 
all fit into our van so this was handy to go to town. 
     The three flying machines were put to bed in a Coun-
cil hangar and we all headed to town for dinner.  Actu-
ally, I had already had my dinner, so I took up station in 
the van while my friends dined at a restaurant.
During the night, there was a severe thunderstorm so 
I hid under my rug, and everyone was glad the aircraft 
were safely hangared.

  

Barry’s                    Tripby Barry 
 
(He doesn’t remember his parents,  
but he thinks one was a Kelpie  
and the other a Rottweiler)

>>>Barry the author
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reader’s stories

 
 

 
 
 
    Damien and I arrived at Lightning Ridge about the same 
time as the fliers. They told us they had waited in Mo-
ree for a couple of hours hoping the showers would pass.   
Glen’s weather radar showed light showers clearing and re-
forming, so the pilots and crews decided to head for Light-
ning Ridge.  The cloud base was about 4000ft without many 
bumps and not much rain fell on the way.
Damien and I arrived at Lightning Ridge Airport just after the 
squadron landed.
    There is a new caravan park at the Ridge called the Opal.  
Despite the unimaginative name, it is excellent and we had 
three very fine cabins.  During the night it rained heavily, but 
the cabins were comfortable and my bed in the VW van was 
very snug. In the morning the cabins had lake frontages.
    The fliers and Damien did the tourist thing for the day, but 
I decided to stay on the verandah of one of the cabins in a 
comfortable kennel that Mark, the park manager provided 
for me. “Damien now speaking’ What a great idea. It’s good 
to see us dogs being accorded our rightful place in society.
After a second night at Lightning Ridge, the weather 
was clear so a trip was made to Cobar with landings at  
Brewarrina and Bourke. Each of the airports had lovely rose 
gardens. 

The  Nancy Bird terminal at Bourke was a happy surprise, with 
photos and stories of the amazing life of this wonderful Lady.  
(Ed- I didn’t know dogs could read?)
    The flight from Bourke to Cobar was a bit of a roller coaster 
ride with a surprising amount of thermal activity for the rela-
tively low temperatures of less than 20C.
I am told Cobar is not a pretty place from the air, unless 
you have a financial interest in copper mines.  The town 
is very much supported by mining with every second ve-
hicle being a 4WD ute with a HiViz clad driver. Two nights 
were spent in Cobar because the unpleasant weather 
convinced the fliers, the ground was a better place to be. 
    The museum in Cobar was well worth a visit but I had 
to stay outside because the family admission didn’t include 
dogs.
    Our overnight stop at Condobolin was cancelled and we 
all decided to go back directly to Cootamundra. The ground 
crew met the fliers at Condobolin to refuel them when they 
stopped for lunch.  Between Condobolin and Cootamundra, 
Damien took some gravel roads and the rear windows of our 
VW were broken by rocks bouncing up from the trailer.  I con-
soled Damien and explained that  “you get that on a big job”.
    We all arrived at Cootamundra without further incident 
and enjoyed dinner in town before spending the night in 
Elaine and Ian’s superbly fitted out hangar.
It was a great trip and my only regret is that I did not go for a 
fly. They told me it was because they didn’t have a helmet to 
fit my ears and, being dog tired, I didn’t argue, but I wasn’t 
really convinced.

Barry’s Trip  
>>>Future Aviator ian
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Book review
By Kreisha Ballantyne 

W   ritten in an easy-to-understand 
style by a certified flight instruc-
tor, Your Pilot’s Licence is filled 

with practical advice to help you under-
stand what it takes to learn to fly an aircraft. 

    A wise old pilot once said to me ‘you’re never 
as vulnerable as when you’re standing in the 
car park of a flying school with five hours in 
your log book’. And he’s right - not just in terms 
of navigating the maze of aviation options (RA-
Aus or GA, tail wheel or nose, block learning 
or weekends, etc) but also in terms of training 
(if your instructor is not covering the subjects 
in this book, it may be time to look for a new 
school). 
    Every once in a while, a learn-to-fly book be-
comes a classic, a student bible to be handed 
down to each generation of baby pilots. Now 
in its eighth edition, Your Pilot’s Licence is just 
that. Beginning with a frequently asked ques-
tions chapter, the reader is walked through the 
most obvious initial questions - what should I 
fly, where, how much will it cost? - before be-

ing introduced to the most comprehensive 
section on instructors I’ve ever encountered, 
with a focus on mutual respect and commu-
nication. 
    An American publication, the book contains 
a breakdown of the various pilot’s licences 
available under the FAA, which happily mirror 
(with a few minor differences) our RA-Aus and 
GA licences here. Although there are a few 
differences in terms of air law and prices, the 
publication remains relevant to the Australian 
market in its comprehensive breakdown of 
the mechanics of flights, navigation and me-
teorology.
    In addition to being a guidebook of choices, 
the text makes a perfect companion to the 
study syllabus, particularly for students who 
prefer an in depth background to their study.
TAKE TO THE SKIES WITH THIS  
FULLY UPDATED, DEFINITIVE GUIDE 
FOR AVIATORS IN TRAINING
“An outstanding resource for anyone interest-
ed in getting a pilot’s license.” -- Private Pilot
. This trusted reference has been revised for 
the latest technologies, regulations, and re-
quirements and offers expanded information 
on sport pilot training and certification. Get 
your plans of becoming a pilot off the ground 
with help from an expert!

 

Book review
YOUR PILOT’S LICENSE 
Next month’s letter to the editor wins a copy of Your Pilot’s License RRP $36.95 

 
 

 

About the Author 
Jerry A. Eichenberger is a licensed 
commercial pilot rated for single 
engine – and multiengine aeroplanes, 
helicopters, and gliders. 
He holds an airplane instrument rat-
ing  and is a certified flight instructor, 
rated for aeroplanes, single- and mul-
tiengine, and instrument instruction. 
He is a practicing attorney devoting 
his legal time to the area of aviation 
law, representing manufacturers, 
maintenance facilities, flight schools, 
airlines, airports, and individual pilots 
and aircraft owners.
 

Caution from the CEo
Kreisha Ballantyne, in her role as the 
book reviewer, has done a great job 
with the article and even pointed out air 
law and cost differences between the 
USA and Australia. However, significant 
differences in flying training techniques 
between the two nations commenced in 
1916, some 95 years ago!  
Accordingly, the book should be used 
for guidance material and not as a text 
book.”
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being in control of your own aircraft. These 

are only 3 of the endless reasons why I was 

determined to become a pilot. However as 

they say, in aviation you start with a lot of 

money and you end up with none, this would 

have been my case, except for one reason, I 

didn’t have any money to start with. 

When I was 13, I nagged my parents for 

days on end to let me try learning to fly. And 

so one day before my 14th birthday, they 

booked me in for a flight in a Jabiru J-160. 

I was instantly grabbed by the flying obses-

sion. I couldn’t resist going for more flights. A 

few weeks after I turned 15, I flew the J-170 

for the first time. At the end of this flight I 

went solo for the first time, 13 months in the 

waiting. That first flight by myself was amaz-

ing and one I will never forget.

The whole time I had been mowing lawns 

around the neighbourhood and helping out 

people to earn money for my flying, and even 

then I was only able to fly once a month. This 

made it difficult to stay proficient with my 

flying as the gaps between flights were so 

long. My instructor of the time mentioned to 

me that there was a scholarship available 

(GYFTS, Giving Young People Flight Training 

Support), issued by Recreational Aviation 

Australia. As soon as the words entered 

my ears I was searching for the applica-

tion form. I spent hours on end filling in the 

forms, gathering up references and writing 

the essay. 

About one month later I received a call from 

Carol Richards (head of the GYFTS program) 

telling me that I had won a scholarship. I 

was absolutely over the moon and couldn’t 

wait to get right into more flight training. 

Five months later I received my Pilot Cer-

tificate with 23hrs in the book, and hadn’t 

even turned 16 yet. 

The GYFTS scholarship got me about 14 

hours worth of flying before it ran out. This 

may not sound a lot but it got me from just 

after my solo circuits stage, to half way 

through my cross country endorsement, 

and to me that was exactly what I needed to 

help me get my goal completed. 

I am now endorsed on the Tecnam P92-S 

Echo and have obtained my passenger 

endorsement, and I have ambitions to 

become an Air Traffic Controller, or a pi-

lot for a small airline in the Whitsundays. 

By Carol Richards

This is a ‘feel good’ story about the mem-

bers of Recreational Aviation Australia. 

giving young Flyers Training Support (gy-

FTS) is in every sense of the word, a mem-

ber initiative that has changed the lives of 

48 young people in only three years.  It has 

assisted 48 young people in their journey 

to their dreams of becoming commercial or 

recreational pilots. 

This training support program was proposed 

by a member (Carol Richards), modelled on 

an existing member program (Darling Downs), 

funded by members (all of you), and member 

services (Brolly Props), and administered by a 

volunteer group of members (Peter Gilmour, 

Bill Cain, EJ Lim, Graham Draffin, Alan Bridg-

es, Robyn Otley).  The members of RA-Aus 

can claim true ownership of this program.

This program is a genuine success story.  The 

students who benefit always want to express 

the gratitude they feel for the assistance the 

program provides.  Ritchie Bullard, is one 

such recipient.

“The freedom, the views and the joy of 

Gyfts
Member Initiative Changes Lives 

 
I recommend, on the highest level, that 

anyone doing their RA-Aus Pilot’s Certificate 

apply for this scholarship and reach for the 

skies.  
I would like to say thanks to GoFly Aviation, 

and Caboolture Recreational Aviation, Rec-

reational Aviation Australia and Airservices 

Australia, as this would not have been pos-

sible without any of their support, and of 

course my family who trust me every time I 

go up in the air.”

 

 
 
Giving Young Flyers Training Support GYFTS 1. Letitia Schueler 2. Matthew Wallace  3. Emily Lewis   4. Matt Warren  5. William Turner   6. Billy Mitchell  7. Jake Rees   8. Michael Oberrauter 

    “The CEO advises that the current restriction on applicants for a Student Pilot Certificate  

needing to be at least 14 years six months of age (i.e. 14.5 years old) is still in place.  

The matter will be reviewed as soon as possible and the members advised accordingly” 

1

4

2
3

5
6

7

8
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Professional  
         Dress

 
 
i can recall an image sent to me many 
years ago titled ‘our good looking and 
intelligent staff are here to assist you’.  

      This image depicted a scruffy, unkempt 
and shabbily dressed bunch of blokes who 
gave the impression that any assistance 
given would be suspect. It was pure satire, 
of course, but it did get me thinking about 
the professional image we project as RA-
Aus flight instructors. 

   “ Just how important is 
our  image?  
 
      Does it always show what a student 
would expect to see?
      The way we dress may have a signifi-
cant effect on the type of image we want to 
portray. However, the old adage ‘that you 
can’t judge a good book by its cover’ some-
times applies to the RA-Aus flight instructor. 
Here are a few true examples of some types 
I have come across in the past.
        The flight instructor who looked the 
part with a neat uniform and gold bars 
and shiny wings, and yet, when engaged in 
conversation, soon revealed he had a poor 
knowledge of aviation subjects and an even 
poorer understanding of instructing.

           
 
     The flight instructor dressed in a pair of 
dirty jeans, a torn and grubby tee shirt and 
wearing a scuffed pair of sandshoes. Yet, 
when put to the test, turned out to be an ex-
cellent pilot and instructor.
         One CFI I met was always wearing dirty 
track shoes, unwashed jeans and his shirt 
was never ironed. And yet, for some peculiar 
reason, he was wearing 4 gold bars and a 
pair of bright gilt wings. His flying school was 
a disgrace, with paper cups and soft drink 
bottles cluttering the place up, different parts 
of different briefings left on the whiteboard 
and student progress notes left lying around 
for anybody to read. As one could imagine, 
his aircraft was dirty both inside and out 
and certainly did not inspire confidence in its 
maintenance. I happen to know this particu-
lar CFI had very poor standards of instructing 
and only managed to retain some students 
because there was nowhere else for them to 
go. 
       Fortunately most RA-Aus flight instructors 
do dress sensibly, but some don’t. 
So here are, a few guidelines for what may be 
acceptable to portray a professional image.
 
A uniform  
    A uniform enhances the impression of 
professionalism for staff of a flying school. 
It can also be used in a large flying school 
to denote the hierarchy where one bar is an 
Instructor, two bars a Senior Instructor and 

three bars the exalted rank of CFI, or what-
ever other system the flying school wants to 
use. A uniform will lose its intended impact if 
it is dirty and unkempt.

A corporate uniform
      This is usually slacks with a matching 
shirt and perhaps including an embroided 
corporate logo.
The corporate uniform is mostly used by 
RA-Aus schools and serves the purpose of 
imparting a professional look without being 
overly ostentatious.
 
Clean, neat and appropriate 
    The ‘Aviation Instructor’s Handbook’, 
states that ‘clean, neat and appropriate’ is 
sufficient attire to impart a professional sta-
tus. 
          Some flight instructors reading this may 
ask why it seems necessary to mention such 
trivialities. But there are some flight instruc-
tors out there who, by the way they dress, 
do not give students, other aviators or the 
general public, a good impression of the RA-
Aus flight instructor. 
  A good professional image can also influ-
ence the way a flying school attracts and 
keeps students. 
Of course, professionalism is more than the 
wardrobe of a flight instructor. This will be 
the subject of some future articles.   
 As usual, contributions and comments are 
invited from Instructors, pilots and  
students.

Facilitated by the aviation guru - Professor Avius

Flight instructor’s forum

Email contributions to guruavius@gmail.com or editor@sportpilot.net.au
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readers’ stories

“My first solo  
on Australia Day!  

How good is that?”

Each month one letter to the editor will 
be chosen and the writer given a  

great prize. This month, Frank has won a 
selection of pilot clothing. 

 

Winner! 
Story of  

the month

by Ken Charleson

Send in your stories and you can win too. 
Email editor@sportpilot.net.au

    I’ve always looked up at aircraft flying over-
head and wished it was me. In the past I’ve 
been on a few introductory flights but have 
never continued on with my dream.
   Last year, I got an introductory flight for a 
Christmas present which I really enjoyed. 
I decided this time to continue on with the 
courses. I am from Kerang and live and work 
on our dry land cropping farm. In January , 
2011 there was a lot of water everywhere 
due to the floods, so I was able to take pho-
tos and video of the local area of this re-
markable outcome of Mother Nature.

 
   

  I completed my first solo on April 1. It was 
a thrilling, exciting and memorable moment. 
Taking off and landing independently. After 
approximately 30 hours flying experience I 
obtained my Restricted Certificate on Sep-
tember 25. This has been an unforgettable 
moment in my life. Being in my early 60’s I 
didn’t want to leave it to long to learn how 
to fly.
    I went on my first flight the other day with 
my Restricted Certificate and it was a very 
special and proud moment for me. It is a 
wonderful and satisfying feeling being in the 
sky and being able to look down on my farm 
and local surrounds, including the beauty 
of our local lakes system. I am now looking 
forward to obtaining my Full Certificate and 
have my dream completely fulfilled.

Old dogs, new tricks
by Frank

    G’day folks, my name’s Frank. I am a 56 year old boilermaker and 
a biker of 38 years. Last year in October, I turned to Heather and 
said “I’m not riding no more.”
“Bull!” she said.
“No! I’ve had enough - I’m selling the Harley and getting me a pilot’s 
certificate.”
“ *#@%$&??!##”, she said.

    I became a member of RA-Aus and Peninsula Aero Club, TYAAB 
Vic. My first flight was on November 29, 2010. I had a grin from ear 
to ear.

    Meanwhile, my family members reckoned I was pulling their legs. 
But, I kept at it, and on January 26, 2011, Dave, my instructor, took 
command after landing, drove off the runway, and back to the the 
parking area. I must’ve done something wrong! He hopped out and 
looked at me with a grin and said “take her up for one circuit and 
come back safely.”
My first solo on Australia Day! 

    How good is that? What did you do on that day? I went home a 
bit teary. After more flights I received my Pilots certificate on May 1. 
Yep, Mayday, of all days. Ironic, ain’t it? I’ve only done one nav so far, 
because  the weather ain’t been too kind, but I’m still doing some 
solos, weather permitting. 

    We had our wings night a week ago - Pilot Achievement Awards. A 
fellow sitting next to me told me he would be starting doing circuits 
soon. He received the Most Persistent Award. His name is Wally and 
he’s 84 years young. Old dogs can learn new tricks.

A special moment
By Ken Charleson

>>> Frank. First Solo

>>>  “
Ken, after a special moment”
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feature

The question then arises: what is happening on the inside? Is the engine 
likely to lose power because of ice forming inside the carburettors? Cer-
tainly, Rotax does not seem to think so, because the motors are not fitted 
with carburettor air heating systems.
    Engine ice can be divided into three types. Firstly, icing may form up-
stream of a carburettor. This is usually called impact icing because it accu-
mulates on air scoops and filters from already frozen sleet and snow. As a 
VFR pilot, engine icing would not be your main problem if you encountered 
these conditions.  
    Secondly, icing may form downstream of a carburettor. This is usually 
called manifold icing. With Rotax two-strokes, however, the first part of the 
manifold is smooth rubber and the rest is equally smooth metal, relatively 
short and straight. There are no corners or bumps for ice to stick to. Con-
ductive engine heat would also have an effect to prevent icing in this area.
    Thirdly, there is icing in a carburettor itself, which forms in the venturi as 
the air is cooled by decreasing pressure and (especially) vaporising fuel. 
However, like impact ice and manifold ice, carby ice needs an attachment 
point; it is unlikely it will form outwards from the smooth inner wall of the 
venturi. Butterfly valve carbies have obvious attachment points, but in 
slide carburettors (which are basically expandable venturi carburettors) 
like the Bing 54, the only possible attachment point is the thin, round jet 
needle (part number 4 in the diagram). One would think that not much ice 
would collect on that, especially as it moves up and down with the slide.
    For many years (here in South East Queensland, at least), the Rotax 
two-stroke Bible has been the California Power Systems Manual. In Article 
44, “Carb Ice: The Threat and the Theory” (CPS Manual 2010), author/
CPS proprietor, Mike Stratman, says engine failure due to icing in a Bing 
slide carburettor is virtually unknown. He also quotes from “Aircraft Pow-
erplants” by Bent/McKinley, a text he claims is recognised by the FAA, in 
which it is stated that “variable venturi and pressure injection carburettors 
are relatively free from carburettor icing troubles.” 
     In the US, there are many more Rotax two-stroke aircraft motors oper-
ating in conditions more conducive to engine icing than here in Australia. 
Consequently, Mike Stratman’s opinion carries a lot of weight with me. 
However, even though I fly an aircraft fitted with a Rotax two-stroke motor, I 
do not pretend to be an authority on the matter. I am particularly interested 
to hear from other pilots about their experiences. 
    We discussed the matter extensively in our club newsletter recently 
and, to date, only one pilot has told me he believes he experienced carby 
icing with a Rotax two-stroke. On that occasion, it didn’t stop the motor. 
Ian Walker from the Boonah Tigers was flying into Temora last year when 
he felt two small but distinct thumps from the 503 powering his Drifter. 
He wasn’t sure whether he had flown though some kind of turbulence or 
that the disturbance had been from the motor itself. He was, however, in 
company with another Drifter and, as it turned out, that aircraft displayed 
the same symptoms at the same time. Both pilots concluded that ice had 
probably collected on the jet needles of their carbies, had then broken off 
and gone into the motor. Ian remembers the conditions being conducive 
to icing.
    Finally, it should be noted that Rotax (and Jabiru) four-stroke motors typi-
cally use Bing Type 64 CV (Constant Velocity) carburettors, which, although 
they have slides similar to the Type 54, also have butterfly throttle valves. 
These carbies are definitely susceptible to icing in the right conditions and 
are therefore usually fitted with carburettor air heating systems. 

Bing
By Arthur Marcel

“Are they susceptible  
      to ice?

slIDeCaRBUReTTORs
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Following on from my article in the last is-
sue of  Sport Pilot, i have found over the 
last couple of months the world of 95.10 
single-seat very light aircraft is a lit-
tle different from that of lSA aircraft. 

For a start, light weight is the main and, some 
would say the only, driving force in the design of 
these aircraft. However, light weight and strong 
strength have not, until recently, gone hand in 
hand. So the number of sub-300 kgs maximum 
take-off weight 3-axis aircraft has not been pro-
lific. Remember this take-off weight includes the 
plane, the fuel, the pilot and anything else you 
want to carry.
Similarly, 2-stroke engines have been the norm. 
Their high power-to-weight ratios are needed, 
although they are a bit noisy and thirsty – and 
reputedly unreliable. In my early days I bought a 
2-stroke powered ultralight and I recall vividly all 
the complex issues of exhaust tuning and weak-

ening mixtures with increasing altitude, leading 
to occasional holed pistons. And what felt like 
complete engine unreliability on every flight. I 
know 2-stroke engines are a lot better than they 
were 25+ years ago, but I still feel safer behind 
a 4-stroke.
So light weight, strength and 4-stroke power 
were uppermost in my mind as I searched for the 
right very light recreational single-seater.
I am a subscriber to bydanjohnson.com – one of 
the best light and very light aircraft resources on 
the internet. Dan has flown more aircraft types 
than I can even name and his site contains a 
wealth of information on these and many other 
aircraft. I often refer to his website to find in-
formation about Light Sport Aircraft (LSAs) but 
hadn’t realised he also has a section dealing spe-
cifically with FAR Part 103 aircraft (roughly equiv-
alent to our own 95.10 single seat certification).
    In the US, Part 103 aircraft do not need to 
be registered and their pilots do not need any 
kind of licence to fly them...dream on, Australia. 
However, the aircraft do need to conform strictly 
to weight and speed limits. Over time, it became 
obvious that one particular aircraft was a stand-
out: the Belite Aircraft 254 (254 pounds is the 
maximum empty weight under Part 103 – that’s 

just 115 kgs).
This little aeroplane, based on an older Skyfox 
Lite design, has been completely re-designed 
and brought into the 21st century using carbon 
fibre, high-strength aluminium and other modern 
materials. Most of all, Dan Johnson says it’s a 
hoot to fly, as indeed do several US flying maga-
zines. And a Belite aircraft won Grand Champion 
at Sun ‘n Fun Florida in April 2011.
    The one stumbling block (in my mind anyway) 
is that it uses a 2-stroke engine. After discus-
sions with Belite factory owner,  James Weibe, 
it turns out he is currently testing a 4-stroke 
engine, which has been used to power several 
other light weight aircraft types. I’m waiting with 
bated breath to hear the results of the flight test-
ing. And that’s the position at the end of October 
2011.
A short post-script – a Belite aircraft recently fea-
tured in an episode of TV show ‘Mythbusters’. It 
was used to test the story that a pilot repaired 
his aircraft with duct tape after it was nearly de-
stroyed by a bear out in the middle of nowhere. 
Following the airing of the episode in theUS, the 
Belite website crashed due to the number of hits. 
I think Mr James Weibe has a potential ripper on 
his hands. (No apologies for the pun).

Put	  back	  the	  ‘f’	  in	  freedom	  for	  under	  $30,000?*	  

Factory	  built,	  ready	  to	  fly	  
Folding	  wings	  (1	  person,	  5	  minutes),	  trailer	  it	  home	  

Single	  seat,	  payload	  115	  kgs	  a>er	  full	  fuel	  
Aluminium	  airframe,	  carbon	  mainspar	  
Choice	  of	  engines,	  range	  of	  opBons	  

Taildragger	  or	  tri-‐gear	  
RecreaBonal	  AviaBon	  Australia	  (RA-‐Aus)	  approved	  

Demonstrators	  due	  early	  2012	  -‐	  register	  your	  interest	  by	  e-‐mail	  to	  -‐	  flylite@silverwing.com.au	  
All	  e-‐mails	  will	  be	  treated	  in	  strict	  confidence	  &	  will	  not	  be	  passed	  to	  any	  3rd	  parBes	  

*That’s	  right	  –	  everything	  paid	  including	  GST,	  ready	  to	  fly.	  Tick	  all	  the	  opBons	  and	  you’ll	  sBll	  be	  under	  $45,000	  all-‐in	  

Half the price  
               Twice the Fun?

Peter Harlow is CEO of Foxbat Australia
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17 - 18 Chris Drive Lilydale VIC 3140    Email: info@ultraaviation.com.au
Tel: 03 9735 5165  Fax: 03 9735 5699  Web:  www.ultraaviation.com.auUltra Aviation

- All Carbon Fibre - 135 Kts Cruise - Rotax 912 ULS 100hp
- Electronic Constant Speed Propellor
- Kits Available 

pilot notes

Sonex
Engine: Volkswagen. 550 hrs ttis, 6 
since overhaul
While performing a full power static run 
up to investigate a lack of power from 
the engine, the crankshaft failed just 
behind the propeller hub. The propeller 
departed the aircraft and came to rest 
about 20m in front of it with no further 
damage or injury to crew.
  
Jabiru 2200B 
Engine: Jabiru 2200, 80 hrs tis after 
rebuild.
The engine was running very roughly 
at maximum power under load. The 
problem was caused by through bolts 
which had worked loose and allowed 
the crankcase to fret along the top joint. 

Tecnam P92  
Airframe: 2003 hrs ttis.
During an inspection it was found that 
tubes on both sides of the fuselage 
were cracked. Operations on rough 
runways may have caused the problem 
but a 50 hour inspection of the area 
has been recommended.

DEFECTS

Jabiru J170
Conditions: light wind and turbulence.
Instructional flight.
While conducting a sortie of touch and goes 
the student allowed the aircraft to float for 
a long distance during the landing. The air-
craft touched down and the instructor ap-
plied heavy braking but was unable to stop 
the aircraft in the distance remaining. The 
aircraft skidded off the runway and the 
starboard wing struck a road sign adjacent 
to the strip. The crew was not injured but 
the aircraft sustained moderate damage. 

Aeroprakt A22 lS Foxbat
Conditions: Calm
Pilot experience: 121 hrs, 80 on type.
The aircraft was at an altitude of approximate-
ly 60 feet after take off when it rolled to the 
right and struck the ground. The pilot, who was 
at a loss to explain the accident, exited unin-
jured but the aircraft was written off. 

 
CZAW Sportcruiser
Conditions: light wind, nil turbulence.
Airframe: 598 hrs ttis.
As the aircraft touched down on the last of a 
series of circuits the nose wheel contacted 
the runway, the aircraft bounced and the nose 
wheel collapsed. The aircraft came to rest with 
further damage to the cowl and propeller. 
 

gazelle CA25n
Conditions: light wind and turbulence.
Pilot experience: 51 hrs, 43 on type.
The pilot was carrying out a taxi run after set-
ting the pitch on a new propeller.
As he closed the throttle at approximately 40 
kt the aircraft encountered a wind gust and be-
came airborne. It then bounced several times 
before striking the ground in a nose down 
attitude. The nose wheel collapsed and the 
aircraft skidded for a short distance and then 
flipped inverted. The pilot suffered minor inju-
ries and the aircraft was destroyed.
 
 
Flight Design MC
Airframe: 8 hrs ttis.
Pilot experience: 192 hrs, 6 on type.
The aircraft encountered sink approximately 
2m above the ground while on final approach.  
The pilot applied full power but was unable to 
prevent the starboard main wheel from strik-
ing the ground. An inspection after landing 
revealed that the starboard undercarriage leg 
had delaminated.

 
Jabiru J160
Engine: Jabiru 2200, 369 hrs ttis.
The engine began to run roughly just after 
takeoff and an uneventful landing was carried 
out onto the runway. An inspection showed 
that two crankcase through bolts had failed.
 

Jabiru J160C
Engine: Jabiru 2200, 1600 hrs ttis.
While on crosswind after take off the engine 
lost power and the pilot attempted a downwind 
landing but had to change to another runway 
due to the strong downwind component. The 
aircraft struck a wire fence with its right main 
wheel, one wing then struck the ground and it 
came to rest on its nose with major damage to 
the propeller, cowling, left wing and cabin area.
The pilot suffered minor bruising. No reason 
was given for the power loss.
 
Sirius Tl
Conditions: light wind and turbulence.
Pilot experience: 406 hrs, 22 on type.
As the aircraft touched down, the nose wheel 
contacted the runway before the main wheels. 
The pilot initiated a go round and landed the 
aircraft without further event. An inspection re-
vealed that the nose gear leg was bent and the 
propeller had sustained damage to the tips of 
the blades.
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1886 AViD FlyER, 19-3304 

TT 550 hours, Subaru EA81 engine, 80 kts 
cruise, 2 seats, radio/intercom, 56 litres fuel, 
luggage space, $29,500 ono.  
Phone Ian 03 5127 2476

2130 DTA VoyAgEuR ii 32-5114

This really is the Rolls 
Royce of microlights. 
Immaculate, stored 
in hangar from 
new,130hrs, Rotax 
912S with oil stat. 
Factory fitted electric 
speed trim allows 

cruise at 70mph. Full size instrument console. 
Full dual control kit, can be flown from back 
seat. Ideal trainer. Huge tyres and suspen-
sion struts. Full service history. $53,000. Call 
0417 217 806.

2168 JABiRu-J MoDEl 
 

One of the best multi awarded custom built 
19 Jabirus with only 270hrs TT on 120 HP 6 
Cyl and airframe. This quality build would suit 
a fastidious buyer. Aircraft has rear cargo floor 
at door lebel for ease of loading. Asking 
$82,000 ono Enq on 07 5497 2727 after 
6pm. Pictures at drifter1174@matilda.net.au 

2403 X-AIR 19-3082 
 
 
 
 
 
TT 165hrs, 75hrs with Rotax 618, Ultralam 
skins, Bolly prop & spinner. Spats, wide entry. 
Hangared at Clifton QLD. $17,500ono For 
history and more pic's email shirlroy@bigpond.
com

2432 FiShER youngSTER Bi 19-4436 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
280 hours Jabiru 80hp. A unique aircraft, 
twice winner of best single seater at 
Narromine and best homebuilt at AAAA 2010 
awards. Full panel 75-80 kt cruise 1000 FPM 
climb 4 hours range. Excellent condition. 
$28,000 Ph 03 5579 3204 

2439 JABIRu J-170C 24-5281 

Airframe 1650hrs, Engine 250hrs on new fac-
tory recon. engine, latest mods carried out by 
Jabiru factory. New tyres, Dynon 10 EFIS plus 
analog instruments, Garmin 296 colour GPS, 
external charge connector, Lambswool seat 
covers, spats as new, adjustable rudder 
pedals, strobe, L2 maintained, always 
hangared, one owner since new. $69,000 incl 
GST. Phone  Bill  0429 054 205

2451 SonEX 19-4647 
 

Sonex for sale, 152 TTIS, Aerovee 80 hp 
engine. All metal construction, cruises 110kts 
at 15 lph.Always hangared.$49,000 contact 
Roger 0438 519 922

2495 X-AiR hAnuMAn  

One quarter share of X-Air Hanuman 
hangared and to remain at Lethbridge Airfield, 
36kms NW of Geelong. Kit built and complet-
ed late 2007 and TTIS is 185hrs. Jabiru 2200 
engine, has GPS and PLB Standard dash with 
Xcom radio and Engine Information System. 
$8,250 Ph Bruce 0409 432 797

2500 AIRBORNE XTC-582 32-4626  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Microlight with Cruze Wing with only 90 
hours TT and always hangared. Microair 
Radio, Lynx intercom, 2 Lynx Headsets. 3 
Icaro Helmets XL, L & S. 2 flying suits XL & L. 
GPS and Custom trailer$32,000 Ph Steve 
0419 916 032 

members’ market   

HorsHam aviation services
ABN: 65 007 339 451

Now Importing the eurofox AircrAft:
• Quality Factory Built
• Quick folding wing design
• Glider Tow certified to 750Kg
• Short take-off & landing

And Dynon Avionics Products:
• Now with Autopilot capability
• Solid state sensors
• Checklists
• Audible alarm capability

PH: 03 5381 1727
Email: info@horshamaviation.com.au

RA-Aus head office & Members’ Market enquiries
Ph: (02) 6280 4700  Fax : (02) 6280 4775  E-mail: admin@raa.asn.au  Website: www.raa.asn.au

2518 ZEniTh ZoDiAC 19-3651 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
601 HDS.(HDS = High speed wings) 105 
hours, EA81 engine, 3 blade ground 
adjustable prop, wing lockers, 60 lt tank. 
This is a unique aircraft, it has Stick and 
Throttle BOTH sides. Flaperons & electric 
Trim. Easy to land & fly. Hangared at Bacchus 
Marsh Vic $27,000. For info contact Adam 
0417 589 154.

2521 ShARE in DRiFTER oWnERShiP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Third share in a Drifter at Cessnock airport. 
582 blue head engine with less than 100 
hours. This is a great opportunity for part 
ownership of a proven aircraft and economi-
cal flying. Third share is $5,000.  
http://tinyurl.com/driftershare  
Contact Lindsay 0414 586 255 or Leighton 
0407 564 174

2523 TECnAM P2004B. 24-4664  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immaculate condition. Always hangared, Lis-
more area. Rotax 100 HP.  200Hours.120Kts 
cruise, 18 litres per hour. Strengthened main 
undercarriage. Airmaster 3 Blade electronic 
prop and large wheels fitted for short field 
perf. Separate foot and handbrakes. Dual pole 
controls with electric trim. Dynon EFIS D100, 
Garmin GPS Map 296, Garmin SL40 VHF 
w Intercom, Garmin GTX 320A Transponder 
w Mode C, Fuel Computer. Strobes, nav 
lights. Reason for sale - new aircraft arrived. 
$130,000 inc GST Ph 0412 834 225

2547 quiCKSilVER MX ii 19-1054 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

1st reg in 1989 TT 220. 07 Rotax 503 DIDC 
and  3 blade Ultra Prop - ground adjust TT 30. 
Always hangared, VGC,  Recently updated 
frame,  2 axis control. Comes with unreg trans-
port trailer. RA-Aus reg June12.  $7,500 ono. 
Ph 0428 240 192,  02 6456 2401 email for 
more pics and info. rktheile@dragnet.com.au

2567 JABiRu J160C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Factory built in 2007, total time flown 120 
hours, fitted with standard instruments, 
permanently hangared, not used for train-
ing. Contact Paul. Mobile 0428 661 902. 
$62,000 inc GST

2571 JABiRu SK 
 
 
 
 
 
  
TT 209hrs, 2200 engine overhauled by Jabiru 
at 140 hrs New Prop, Good Panel, includes 
VSI, DG & EGT, Icom radio, Garmin GPS III 
Pilot, 2 headsets, Strobe, Custom stripes, 
Wheel spats. Always kept in hangar. Located 
Bunbury WA. $45,000 ono. Hangar also for 
sale $15,000 Ph Greg 08 9586 3964 or  
0408 746 391

2574 SAVAnnAh 19-4340 
 
 

 

Rotax 912 ULS. 3 years old . 285 hours air-
frame and engine. Regular maintainence by 
qualified LAME. Warp Drive propeller. Fuel 
flow meter. XCOM radio/intercom. COMMANT 
antenna. Original slat-wing for true STOL per-
formance - 26 knot stall. MOGAS used for last 
240 hours exclusively. Always hangar stored. 
Good condition. Reluctant sale. $64,000 Ph 
0417 141 542 Kym

2575 lighTning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TT 55hrs. Jabiru 3300 120hp. Sensenich 
prop. Dynon EFIS+EMS. GPS AvMap. A/P Trio. 
Garmin GTX327. Com SL40. Cruise 135Kts, 
22Lts. Leather Upholstry and Trim. Always 
hangared. $129,000 no GST. Ph.02 6559 
2599. 0408 312 601

2578 ThRuSTER T300 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
1994 model T/T 351 Rotax 582 good condi-
tion  $15,500 Phone Brad 0449 798 809

2580 TECnAM BRAVo lSA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immaculate condition only 165 hrs TT. 100hp 
Rotax 912. Dynon EFIS D100. Garmin Mode 
C transponder. Garmin  radio. AvMap large 
screen colour GPS. Dual fuel flow meters with 
electric fuel gauges. Electronic trim. Fully main-
tained by LAME. Always hangared. $118,000 
+ GST. Phone 0411 471 273 for more details.

2588 RoBERTSon STol B1-RD  
The ultimate STOL fun machine, this 95-
10 built by Robertson Aircraft Corpora-
tion using standard aircraft components.  
Massive 162sqft wing gives stall speed 
of 15mph and cruise speed 38mph. 
Website www.ultralightnews.com/an-
tulbg/b1rd_ultralight.htm. Original Cu-
yuna 30Hp plus spare Rotax 503. $5,000  
John 0427 757 922

2601 SonERAi ii 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sonerai II Mid wing variant, 28-1092, Was 
on VH register, Great Plains 2180cc engine, 
110kts cruise, TTA 800hrs, TTE 100, Tandem 
seating, Basic instruments, Mode C tran-
sponder, Folding wing variant, Duel ignition, 
Strong aircraft to fly and have fun with, Lim-
ited to +-4.4g's, Located South Coast NSW, 
$31,000 ono, Call Matthew 0408 682 080. 
 

Selling your Aircraft?

sOlDsOlD
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2649 SKyFoX CA21 55-0622 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No hangar needed. Quick fold wings, one 
person 5 min to fold or unfold, just load onto 
trailer and take home. TT 530hrs, Engine  
Areopower, 105hrs since complete rebuild, 
Will fit into area 2.4m x 6.3m great for limited 
space. Price $25,000. Contact Lloyd on 0424 
649 075 or lloydenglish1@dodo.com.au for 
details. Located Nth QLD.

2663 AERo PuP 19-7096  

 
2 seater only flown 30 hrs. Fitted with Jabiru 
6 cylinder engine. $45,000, cost $55,000 to 
build.It takes only 5 minutes to fold the wings 
back to put aircraft on a car trailer Ph 0412 
421 032

2677 FloATS -PRiCE REDuCED AgAin 
Puddlejumper 14ft Amphibious fiberglass 
and kevlar floats. Retractable stainless steel 
undercarriage with wheels, brakes and water 
rudder. Instructions and mounting hardware 
to suit most kit aircraft to 450kg. Brand new, 
still in crates, selling at $4,500 belowcost. 
$6,000ono. 0427 757 922. johnmcbryde@
ymail.com

2683 lighTWing 25-0699 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TailDragger G.R. heleview model. Manufac-
tured 1993. 912S Engine fitted new 2004, 
600 hrs, VHF & UHF Radios. Lawrence 
colour G.P.S. Aircraft is in good condition 
& well maintained. $44,000 ONO. Ph 07 
4939 7897 

2687 CuB CRAFTERS 24-7928 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sport Cub S2 Deluxe panel, O-200 continen-
tal 100hp engine, 140 hours total, $145,000. 
Call Steve to arrange a test fly  
0414 444 971 

2692 SAVAnnAh Vg SERiES 2 
Always hangared 560 MTOW, 912 engine, 

455 hours engine 
and airframe, kool 
prop and tundra 
tyres, bubble doors 
give 4"" wider, 
extended lugguage 
bay, 150 ltrs fuel 
capacity, X-con  
radio and intercom, 
Lowerance 2000 
GPS, portable bea-

con, standard instruments with fuel flow, built 
late 2005. $57,000. Email: lern2fly@hotmail.
com or Ph Tom 0419 414 031.

2693 AiRPoRT SiTE-CooTAMunDRA 
NSW Vacant commercial hangar site. 
2,000sqm, 50m airside frontage. Level block, 
suit any aviation-related enterprise (STCA). 
Positive Council support. All services avail-
able, sealed Council road access. $75,000. 
Ph. 0419 487 587.

2696 DRuINE TuRBuLENT 19-4864 

AT100 built under 101.28, brand new 
with permit. 0hrs.Single seat wooden, VW 
1835cc. Expect 90+kts cruise, stall 32kts. 
14 lph, total 401. dual ign. (Bendix mag. + 
coil), 25A alt. Fifth plans – built by experi-
enced builder. $19,000ono.  
Ph: 02 4351 1437.

2698 SuPERCAT 19-5408 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An award winning aircraft in good condition 
TT490hr Rotax 503 DCDI electric start . 
Empty 288kg MTOW 430kg 50L fuel @15L/
hr Stall 30kt and cruise 70kt delightful fun 
aircraft Comes with registered fully enclosed 
trailer.$13,000 ono. Located Caboolture QLD. 
Phone Harry on 0448 461 012.

2699 FoXBAT AMPhiBiAn 24-7616 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A22LS. Under 50 hours. Dynon D180 
FlightDek with b/u ASI & ALT, MicroAir radio 

& transponder, alternate static & AOA. Rotax 
100hp with WarpDrive prop, carby heatrings 
& oil thermostat. Strobes, cabin heat etc. 
Only flown on fresh water. $130,000, no GST. 
Please call David on 0438 884 092.

2708 JABiRu 160  
Factory built. 790hrs tt. Top end overhaul by 
LAME. Dual radios, transponder, Garmin 296 
GPS. Always hangared. $61,000 ono  
Ph 0412 857 107

2712 AERoPuP TWo SEATER 19-5206  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
230hrs TT, Jabiru 4 cyl 85HP. Lame owned, 
built and maintained. 90 kts economy cruise, 
16 LPH, 96 Litres fuel in wings. Quick fold 
wing system for easy trailering. Large luggage 
compartment. Always hangared. Award 
winning build and finish. $49,000. Location 
Caboolture Qld. For more details and photos, 
email: dux480@bigpond.com or  phone 0421 
603 175

2718 QuICk SILvER MXLII 28-1803 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rotax 582 oil inject, cruise 60 knots, C gear 
box, electric start, 320 TT, warp drive prop, 
60 litre fuel, 2 helmets with intercom, always 
hangared.  $16,000ono Nth Vic. Ph Max 03 
5456 8440

2719 CESSnA 150F  

1965; TT 2894; private aircraft always 
hangared; purchased 4-seater, hence offer 
for sale; interior 8/10; exterior orginal condi-
tion, including paint; full log books. MR June, 
2012. Currently registered GA. Great first 
airplane. Price reduced $23,500.  
Phone 0428 922 335.

2721 SADlER VAMPiRE SV2 25-0070 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excellent condition. TTIS 183 hrs. Rotax 447 

members’ market

2644 JABiRu lSA 55-1059 
 

 
1600 hrs TTIS. less than 200hrs on factory 
rebuilt solid lifter engine, with new through 
bolts, ignition coils & leads. Full GA panel 
with Bendix King transponder & Icom A200 
VHF, Garmin 196 moving map GPS. Recent 
2-pack repaint, interior immaculate. Always 
hangared, one of the neatest around. Flies 
beautifully, cruise 95-100kts at 13-14 
litres/hour. Full L2/LAME history from new, 
Regularly serviced. Selling to make room for 
new project. Located near Launceston, Tas. 
$39,000 Ph 0419 375 291.

2645 JABiRu J200A 19-4165

 
Manufactured 2004, TT480, engine Jabiru 
6 cyl. 120HP. Mechanical lifters Jab prop. 
Stalls 43kt, cruise 115-120 MTOW 600kg. 
Three strobes, 2 radios, 1 transponder, auto 
pilot, Intercom EFIS-D10 System IK2000. 
Flight & engine monitor, GPS MAP Garmin 
296. Cabin heat, manual flaps serviced 
every 25hrs. Nil accidents. 138lt. Hangared 
L.T.V. $75,000 Ph George 03 9707 3238 

2614 MINICAB GY-201 28-0825  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Formerly VH-ULH. Continental A65-8 rebuilt 
200 hours ago. Total time airframe 900 
hours. Dual controls, split flaps, very low 
stall speed. Much enjoyed over the last 
3 years. Must go to make room for new 
aircraft under construction. $22,000 ono. 
Contact Tim 0418 433 665 or email tim-
cau@tpg.com.au

2647 WAnTED DAMAgED AiRCRAFT  
For repair or parts, or unfinished projects, 
will consider anything.Ph 0419 476 677 or 
email  planesmaker@gmail.com
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Shock cord is used to dampen, trim and/or centre control 
pushrods in some light aircraft. To achieve optimum perfor-
mance from shock cord weighted controls, the stretch char-

acteristics of shock cord first need to be understood.

Unit 3, 4-8 Mareno Road, Tullamarine VIC 3043 Tel 03 9330 0800 Fax 03 9330 0811
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members’ market
engine 103 hrs. 3 blade Brolga prop ground 
adjustable. Trailer built for aircraft. Plane & 
trailer registered. Hangared at Bathurst. A 
piece of Australian Ultralight history. Airframe 
s/n SV-002. $22,000. 0416 158 200

2723 SAvANNAH vG 19-4184   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2004. Previous sale fell through.  TT 625 hrs 
912uls always hangared and in good condi-
tion. Garmin GPS, std panel, UHF, brand new 
tundra tyres, hub and brake assembly, high 
visibility doors new front wheel bungee and 
front axle mod done. I have a new factory built  
and must sell this one. LAME maintained 
Price reduced to $55000 inc. Open to all 
realistic offers. Contact Tim dongonplains@
gmail.com 0746250951 or  0428 258 184 
[not always in range]

2729 CoRBy STARlET  
CJ-1 Project, approx 35% complete. Fuselage, 
1 piece wing spar, wing ribs and tail feathers 
built. Includes main U/C and various other 
airframe components. $4,500ono. Ph Paul 
0428 961 292. Located Hunter Valley NSW.

2730 FiShER-KoAlA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Phil Bird Tasmania. A delightful, beauti-
fully built single seat a/c. Electric start Rotax 
447. Cruise 50k. Stall 27kt. Excellent short 
field t/o & landing. Stunning visibility. Icom 
radio:161hrs. Removable wings.Reg- 3736. 
$9,500. Custom trailer available. Photos 
adenwickes@optusnet.com.au

2734 LIGHTwING GR 582 25-0380  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Factory built & always been well maintained 
and hangared. Blue top 582 / recent decoke 
& new piston rings. Heliview cabin with ALT, 
ASI, VSI, CHT, EGT, OAT, VHF & UHF radio. 
Large bush tyres, Brolga 3 blade prop and 
also supplied is oil injection kit & carby heat 
kit. Good looking reliable & great to fly. Situ-
ated at Murray Bridge S.A.  $29,500 ono. Ph 
0408 813915 email sjnlramke@bigpond.com

 

2735 SAVAnnAh Vg 19-4099  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Owner built 2004, 310 hours, VG Wings, 
560 kg Upgrade, Rotax 80hp, 4 blade Brolga 
Prop, 14 degree pitch, Approx. 75 knots 
at 5200 rpm, Tundra Tyres with steel front 
axle, Garmin 196,  Xcom radio and intercom.  
Always hangared, Fun to fly but not being 
used enough. Price $50,000. Phone Vince 
on 0488 589 836 or email vincentclegg@
bigpond.com. Hangared at Clifton. QLD.

2738 SEAREy KiT 
Step right up no waiting for this new LSX Kit 
still in the crate and I can deliver. Kit has 
Rotax engine mount- Long range fuel tank etc. 
Phone Brian 0414 360 300.

2739 CTSW 24-4500 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
360hrs TT, Rotax 912 reliability. Glass panel, 
cruise 115-120kts, 130ltr tanks (7 hrs endur-
ance), heavy duty u/c, Garmin colour 296. L2 
owner. Immaculate, always hangared, quality 
aircraft. Travel from Cooktown to Rottnest in 
speed, safety and comfort, with 50kg luggage 
and without worrying about the engine quit-
ting. Located YGAS. $110,000 ono.  
Ph: 0407 761 619

2740 SAVAnnAh Vg  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Very good condition. 275hrs total time on en-
gine & airframe. 100HP Rotax 912 with Warp 
Drive propellor. 72ltr tanks. Standard panel 
with XCOM radio. Built 2008 and always 
hangared. $60,000. Ph David 0401 972 368 
email. david@piperdogdesign.com

2741 AZTEC ZEPhyR 19-3294 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1999 Factory built. Powered by Rotax 912s,  
 

100hp. Approx 440hrs. New prop & slip-
per clutch. Includes Icom 2000 VHF radio, 
Delcom intercom, Garman 1396 GPS, fuel 
miser & autopilot. Excellent condition. Hanga-
rage available- free rent for first 12 months. 
$55,000 Contact  
John Grosser 0408 751 888.

2743 lighTWing 912S  

 
100hp, 1629hrs TTIS, factory built and in very 
good condition. Owned & maintained by an 
L2, not used for training. Full maintenance 
history & manuals available. This is a very 
tidy well sorted aircraft that flies exceptionally 
well. $45,000. Ph. 0419 132 777.

2745 JABiRu J160C 24-4706      
Airframe 3000hr engine new Jabiru factory 
reconditioned. All AD and service bulletins 
up to date L2 maintained basic panel  Great 
value aircraft only $50,000 obo Glenn 0419 
933 505 hawser@iinet.net.au

2746 JABiRu J230C 24-5016 
Airframe 1450 engine new Jabiru recondi-
tioned. All AD & service bulletins up to date. 
L2 maintained, microair transponder, strobe, 
Garmin 296 gps. Duel stick & new console 
installed by Jabiru (same as D model). Great 
value aircraft only $70,000 ono.  
Glen 0419 933 505 hawser@iinet.net.au

2747 X-AiR 19-3122  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T/T 658hrs on airframe. Rotax 582 Blue head 
50hrs. Doors fitted. Always hangared. 5hrs 
since complte airframe overhaul by L2. New 
ultralam skins fitted, new suspension, tyres & 
screen. Spent $15K asking $19,000ono. Also 
for sale Rotax 618 piston damage offers?. 
Mudgee Aero Club. Ph Rob 0401 136 182. 
Email info@mudgeeaeroclub.hwy.com.au

2748 JABiRu 19-7302  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Won best Jabiru @ Temora 2011. Extras 
include American wing (chord 200mm extra), 
3 blade composite prop, fold down seats, 
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Skywise Microlights

vernier throttle, removable false floor in back, 
low fuel warning light, strobes, 10ply tyres. 
Only 85hrs. $89,500ono. Call Rob 0417 833 
648 or email rob27954@hotmail.com

2749 WiZARD WingS 
2 Two Airborne Wizard wings for sale. One 
yellow/white/black, other blue/white. Both 
250hrs. $2,200 each. Ph. 0418 554 872

2750 JABIRu SP-6 19-3485 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regd to 27/6/12, TTIS A/F 449hrs, Engine 
14.4hrs (new), 3300 (120hp) Hydraulic Lifter. 
Garmin 126/8 GPS, Icom A200 Radio/Inter-
com, ASI, ALT, RPM, EGT, Turn Co-ord, Oil  
Pressure & Light, VSI, CHT, Oil Temp, Volts, 
Elec Fuel Pump, Compass, Throttle Lock, 
Wheel pants to mains, Hyd Brakes, 80lt Tank, 
Cockpit cover, Build Books, Extras. VNE 132, 
Cruise 110-120Kts. Asking $65,000. East 
Gippsland. Ph Ray 03 5155 5181 or 0411 
956 734. rjwheels@gmail.com

2752 FoXBAT A22 24-4239 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TT 550hrs. Rotax 912 100HP, L2 maintained, 
Excellent condition. New Kiev prop & tyres 
recently fitted. Hangared at Mudgee NSW. 
Transponder, Fuel flow meter, Microair radio, 
Garmin 196, Altimeter, ASI, VSI, Flydat moni-
toring system, AH-Trutrak ADI Pilot 2 (includes 
GPS Track readout). $75,000.  
Ph John 0437 373 503

2753 X-AiR 19-3367 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
300hrs on airframe, only 110hrs on blue 
head, 582 engine, electric and pull start, 
Fitted with all standard guages including 
microair avionics. 3 blade brolga prop. Very 
good condition. $14,500. Ph 0427 970 394. 
Located in SA, delivery may be possible.  

2754 AiRCRAFT TRAilER  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suit Gazelle or similar aircraft.  Body length 
6.75m.  Rear door opening 1.85m high x 
2.45m wide.  Dual axles.  Hydraulic brakes.  
Electric winch.  Solar panel battery charger.  
Side entry door.  Reg’d ‘til May 2011 but cur-
rently unregistered. $7,500 ono.   
Phone John 0428 286 296 

2755 JABiRu 55-0932 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LSA 2200. Brand new factory engine time 
40hrs, total 1292.1. Normal dash tran-
sponder, icom radio. Absolutely a pleasure 
to fly. Email dippy-dave@hotmail.com or Ph. 
0403 871 451. Located Coffs Harbour NSW. 
$39,500.

2756 JABiRu SP ul 19-4319 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immaculate condition with low hours and 
nil incidents. Always hangared and fully 
serviced. Built in 2005, professionally painted 
& upholstered. Electric flaps and wing tanks. 
TTIS 270hrs. $54,000. Selling due to retire-
ment from flying. Ph Len 07 3203 5546 or 
Email rily54@bigpond.com for more details 
or photos.

2757 SAPPhiRE 95-10. 10-0293 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rotax 377 engine, three blade IVO prop. 
Great little aircraft.Plus spare 447 Rotax 
engine and enclosed trailer. All registered. 
Located at the Oaks Sydney. $12,000. Ph 
Errol 02 9878 4877. Also BD-5 parts. 

2758 JABiRu KiT J200/400

 
New approx 50-60% complete. Easier final 
stages to finish. Motor in, Doors, Tail on, On 
its wheels. Needs wings, paint, fit-out and 
flight instruments to your requirements. Work 
commitments have taken my spare time. All 
there to get flying. Quick sale $62,000. Tot-
tenham NSW. Ph. 02 6893 3822 or 
0428 933 822.

2759 hAngAR SPACE  
At YADG Aldinga. Power & water, excellent 
airfield and facilities, reasonable rates. Call 
Phil 0433 274 599. Long lease available if 
required.

2760 JABiRu J230C   

 
Factory built, Natfly 2008 winner, 24-4937. 
Excellent condition, Flies "Hands Off". Always 
hangared, TT414hrs, Microair radio, tran-
sponder, Fuelscan 450 (couples to GPS),. Low 
fuel light, new battery, dual stobes, heater, 
10ply tyres. Serviced every 20hrs. Many 
extras. Ph 0418 930 100.  
$81,000 inc.GST

2761 DRiFTER 55-1923  

 
Excellent condition, always hangared near 
Geelong. New Rotax 582 motor, hardly used. 
Icom Radio, intercom system and 2 helmets. 
$23,000. Ph. 0407 841 616

2762 SuPAPuP MK iV  19-7514 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Single seat.  Excellent condition. Originally VH 
registered.  New Jabiru 2200 & new Jabiru 

members’ market
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2777 TECNAM P2002 SIERRA 24-4998 

 
First Flew March 2007. Rotax 100hp engine 
1200 hours (TBO 2000hrs). Airframe 
2250hours. Dynon EFIS. Leather seats. 
Garmin SL40 radio. Garmin 296 GPS.  
Micro-air Transponder. Excellent condi-
tion. Always Hangared. Full Service History.  
$95,000(+GST) ONO. Contact John Marsh 
0429 673 641.

2778 SonEX TAilDRAggER 19-4657 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jabiru 80 HP 2200cc engine: TT 90 hours, 
Garmin 295 GPS, Mircroair radio. $38,000 
firm. Aircraft hangered at Gympie Airport  
QLD. Email: jsjensen@tpg.com.au    
Phone: 07 54852506

2779 RANS AIRALE S12 19-3228  

2003 2-seat -  fitted 912 Rotax w/- water 
cooled heads - 300 hrs,  full instruments  -  
new tyres, windscreen, eng. mounts  -  boost 
pump  -  maintained by Steve Cohen L2.  Ex-
cellent condition, always hangared.  Located 
Wedderburn airfield.Contact Neville  
02 9533 4870 or 0419 296 015   
Peter 0437 210 006. $34,000 ONO.

 
2780 REDBACK MiCRolighT  
196 hrs TT, rotax 503 ex cond, Wizard 3 wing, 
always hangered Grafton, tundra undercar-
riage, helmets, comms, radia, flys beautifully.  
$13,000 ono Ph 02 6643 2870

2781 J3 KiTTEn 10-3660 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TT 82hrs. Rotax 447. 43ltr fuel tanks. Full 
instrumentation includes specialised trailer 
with electric brakes for transport & storage. 

Winner Natfly 2008 Best 95.10. $18,000 
ono. Mike: 0412 776 849. Email: nickeng@
iinet.net.au

2782 JABiRu J 160 19-5661 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TT 74hrs.Dual independent control 
colums, dual brakes toe & hand. Positeg oil 
cooler,adjustable seats, cargo door. 7 inch 
Dynon EFIS-D100. Dual icom A200 radios. 
Bendix King transponder with mode C. 
Garmin skymap 3C GPS. Triple strobe/nav 
lights. Many other improvements. $62,000. 
Bill Bundaberg 0423 714 115.

2783 PARADiSE P1  

 
In immaculate condition.  Airmaster Constant 
Speed Propeller , Dynon D180 plus all stand-
ard gauges.  Dual axis auto pilot HDG & ALT 
hold.  Large screen Garmin GDU 370 coupled 
GPS Transponder with Mode C,  ready for en-
try into Class C airspace.   142Ltr long range 
fuel tanks.  Low hours suit new plane buyer.  
PH:  0412-834225

2784 AEROCHuTE  32-4768    
 
 
 
 
 
 
40 Hrs. run time. Complete with thousands of 
dollars worth of extra's such as wide top plate, 
ground adjustable IVO prop, front webbing, 
front floor, rear stone guard, electric start, solo 
weight, fuel funnel, 2 jerry cans, wind sock & 
pole, weight bags, full intercom including 2 
headsets, UHF & VHF radio's mounted, 3 hel-
mets, 3 flying suits, gloves, spares. & toolbox 
with tools.  All in a fully enclosed weatherproof 
lockable trailer with internal lighting.  Every-
thing in very good condition.$20,500. Contact 
E-mail vayork@bigpond.com  or  
Ph 08 8555 1031 

2785 KiTFoX iV 19-4473

TT 357hrs, Subaru EA81 engine 78hrs on cur-
rent engine,cruise 80kts @ 14ltrs/hr ,cargo 
pod underneath, 100 litres fuel,gps garmin 
aera 500, collins radio, full instruments, rea-
son for sale need to buy a tractor has to go, 
$38,000 ono Ph Peter 0467 091 714.

2786 CoRBEn BABy ACE 

  
Only in Australia. Registered in recreational 
category. Registration No. 283745. Amateur 
built 1977. 65HP Continental. Total hours 
400. Engine hours to run, over 1000. Wooden 
prop. Hours to run on condition. Microair 
radio. Excellent condition. A delightful aircraft 
to fly. $30,000.

2787 FlighTSTAR iiSC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Brand new, never flown Flightstar IISC, one 
of the last ones to come from the US. Has 
been assembled with excellent attention to 
detail. Plane includes a fully enclosed cabin, 
dual controls, custom carpet interior, Falcon 
instruments, in-flight trim, brakes and mylar 
coverings. Plane is not fitted with an engine 
but can be sold as is or fitted with an engine 
of buyer’s choice. Please call for more details: 
0419 439 976

MEMBErS can e-mail, fax or post 
market ads to the rA-Aus head 

office.  
Stampils Publishing does not handle 

market ads. Payment by cheque, money 
order or credit card must accompany ads 
which must be paid prior to publication. 
Deadline is the first of the month, one 
month before the cover date. RA-Aus 

accepts all major cards (except American 
Express and Diners Club).

Text - $15 (50 words maximum - text will 
be edited when it exceeds maximum 
limit). Photos - $15  (include stamped 

addressed envelope for return). neither 
RA-Aus nor Stampils Publishing accepts 
responsibility for any errors or omissions. 

The Members Market is subsidised by 
members and is for non-commercial 

sales only.RA-Aus and Stampils 
Publishing reserve the right to withdraw 
from publication, without refund, any ad 
deemed unsuitable, including low quality 

or faulty images  
Ph: (02) 6280 4700   

E-mail: admin@raa.asn.au  

prop  fitted last year and have done only 32 
hours.  Aircraft has only 99 hours total time 
RA-AUS registered until July 2012.  All work 
since I have owned the aircraft has been 
undertaken by LAME.  Matco hydraulic disc 
brakes, cargo compartment, really good panel 
including artificial horizon, 56 litre wing tanks, 
Microair radio, Hobbs metre and polyfiber 
covering.  A larger oil cooler has been fitted.  
This Supapup cruises at 90kts and climbs 
at 1250 fpm. Burns 14 lph.  Included is a 
custom made, Qld registered trailer. Aircraft 
can be viewed near Esk, Qld.  $32,500.  Ian 
0417 899 524

2763 XAiR 2.2 19-3420

 
Jabiru motor. 400 hrs. Electric carby heat. 
Patroney prop. Wide entry doors.Aircraft has 
been well maintained & regularly serviced. 
Motor has just had a top end overhaul.
Ultralam Skins replaced 2yrs ago. Reliable 
fun plane. Criuse at 70kts burning 14 ltr/hr. 
Hangared at Cessnock.$24,000 Sheree 02 
4390 0005 or 0408 680 543

2764 RAnS STingER S17 10-7944  

 
Brand new (8 hours engine and airframe), 
Rotax 503 DCDI oil injected, dual wing tanks 
55L, flies sweetly cruise 55 knots, stall 26 
knots, ASI, Altimeter, RPM, dual EGC & CHT 
Price $15,000, call Rick on 0431914652 or 
email rnothard@yahoo.com 

2765THRuSTER T 500 25-0780 

2 seater T/T 1165 hrs, 582 Rotax 225 hrs 
since overhaul. UHF and ICom VHF Radio. 
New tubeless tailwheel. Long range fuel tank. 
Flies great and well maintained. $15,000 
Hangered in Helidon/Toowoomba  area. Com-
plete spare engine and gearbox also avail-
able. For more info ph Paul 0427 622 176

2766 ESquAl VM-1 19-4744

 
F/glass Kit-built, only 86hrs on eng & fuz. Ro-

tax 912 ULS 100hp. Cruise 115kt. 171/hr. 
Glass c/pit-Dynon EMS & EFIS. Const/speed 
or inflt adjust AVTEC prop. Garmin SL40 ra-
dio. Garmin 296 GPS. 2 David Clark H/sets, 
3 strobes, 2 Land/lts. Constantly hangared & 
covered. Reduced price $95,000 no GST. Ph 
03 5241 2002 or 0410 524 129.

2767 gAZEllE CA 25n 24-3309  
 

1570hrs. Lame maintained, 80hp Rotax, new 
bungees, tyres, hoses etc & much more. Fresh 
100wlry. Looks good, fly's well, unrestricted 
view, folding wings. Hangared Corowa. $30,000.  
Gordon (Nobby) 0418 691 678. 

2768 EVEKToR SPoRTSTAR 24-4467 

2005 model. Bendix/King VHF and Tran-
sponder. Rotax 912ULS, 1100 hrs, 2000 
TBO. Always hangared and L2/LAME 
maintained. Located at Gawler. $75,000  
Bas: 040 5011 330 bas@scheffers.net

2769 3555 FoXCon TERRiER 200 lSA  

Beautiful Aircraft, factory built and factory ser-
viced, 118hr  TT, 100kt cruise, 13ltr/hr, 
1500ft/min, T|O/Land in 100mtr, 660nm 
range, 72“ 3-blade prop, always hangared, 
build 2008, in as new condition. RAA or CASA 
regd. $67,000 Ph 07 4959 0252 or
0418 747 751

2770 KT76A TRAnSPonDER 
With tray- $695 additional safety at a reason-
able price. Altitude encoder- $195. KT76a 
Transponder with altitude encoder & aerial- 
$950. Delcom 960 radio, suitable for in-dash 
installation, just add power & aerial- $180. All 
guaranteed alive. Ph: Peter 0419 348 288 or 
Malcolm 0427 123 802.

2771 FlighT DESign CTlS 24-5445 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
250 hrs total - always hangared. This aircraft’s 

adventures have been well documented in 
the RAAus magazine – excellent cross-coun-
try tourer. Dynon EFIS D100/D120, Garmin 
495 GPS. Extras incl electric c/s prop, electric 
elev trim, upgraded wheels, brakes and tyres, 
custom seats etc. 0413 189019. $135,000. 

2772 ROTAX 582
Complete with gearbox and 4 blade brolga 
prop and radiators.  Approx 300 hrs. Call Dan 
0427 695 218 bombine@bigpond.com 

2773 RAnD KR-2 
Retractable TailDragger, (built under CAO 
101.28 Amateur Rules). Fitted with a 2100 
revmaster engine. Longer & wider than other 
KR-2's and permits an increase of 185kg in 
the cockpit. Contains 70lt of fuel, stall speed 
of 40kts and cruises at 120kts. 80hrs on the 
airframe & engine. Delcom radio & intercom 
fitted, always hangared. $20,000. Ph: 03 
5241 1605 evenings only to 8.00pm. 

2774 V STol 
100hp Rotax, Micro Air radio, Bolly Prop. All 
nil hrs. Will be 19 rego. Nearing completion. 
$66,000 when completed. Would consider 
trading a late model, low kms, small car or RV 
to suit 1 person. Email: evansheadaviation@
bigpond.com and I'll email you full details.

2775 PIONEER 200 XL 24-5118     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Factory custom built. Long range tanks, 
Lawrence GPS,SL40 Garmin radio, JPI FS fuel 
flow monitor, standard gauges, electric aileron 
trim, electric elevator trim  , flaps, metallic 
blue paint, blue tint canopy, landing & strobe 
lights, cabin heat, wheel spats. Privately 
owned & only flown by owner.  
Excellent Condition. Always kept in fully en-
closed hanger Nill accident. Magnificent to fly 
231 Hrs. $75,000 Plus GST  
Ph. 0429 457 759 

2776 SAVAnnAh 19-5106 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rotax 912 Very low kms, rarely used. Slat 
wings. Always hangared. Local WA delivery 
arranged. $5,000. Ph. 0418 932 756

 

members’ market
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app of the month

 

    Although Weatherzone is not strictly 
an aviation app, it is by far the most 
user-friendly and comprehensive 
meteorological app, and certainly the 
most popular.
Weatherzone uses Bureau of Meteorology 
forecasts to produce forecasts for over 
20,000 Australian regions. It offers real time 
observations for temperature, wind speed and 
direction, relative humidity, pressure and rainfall. 

Its many options include:
• Trend arrow for current temperature;
• Seven day forecasts;
• GPS searching for current location;
• UV rating forecast;
• Sunrise and sunset;
• Animated radar for 58 regions.

Weatherzone is a free app. 
In addition, The Weather Company offer 
Weatherzone Plus for $1.99, offering the bonus 
features of:
• 3 hourly forecasts, for the next 48 hours, 

from Opticast;
• Lightning on radar animators;
• Exclusive synoptic charts with rain 

amounts, drawn 12 hourly by a 
Weatherzone meteorologist;

• Ability to store unlimited favorite locations;
• Exclusive national video forecast with 

cloud, rainfall and wind streamlines.
And more..

WEAThERZonE 
By The Weather Company
For more information: www.weatherzone.com.au



60 | sport Pilot | DECEMBER 2011 DECEMBER 2011 | sport Pilot | 61

2012  Aviation Legends

 

Dimensions: length 45”, Width 35”
Tires: high Traction Rubber
Toy Safety Tested and Approved for the uSA
non Slip Pedals - Padded and Snapped Seat
Propeller moves when you pedal
All metal construction - Custom graphics
Automotive Powder Coat lead-free paint

The Famous Pursuit 
Pedal Plane

The Famous Persuit 
Pedal Plane
www.skyshop.com.au

Au$440.00

products

The 2012 Aviation legends  
CAlEnDAR
www.skyshop.com.au

Au$25.00
Antique aircraft calendar is 
sized at 19.5” x 13.5” and is 
printed on high quality glossy 
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CORBY 
STARLET

AUSTRALIA’S OWN 
SINGLE SEAT 

AMATEUR BUILT 
DESIGN

NOW FLYING IN AT 
LEAST 8 COUNTRIES 

PLAN SET $325
Fully revised & expanded 

 (incl postage within Australia) 
INFORMATION PACK $10

John Corby
4B/29 Clovelly Rd Hornsby 2077

jcorby@tpg.com.au

02 94829650

 readers’ story
Have you
seen our

new website?
 

avtours.com.au
 

Warbirds over Wanaka NZ
April 2012

9 days/8 nights
from $2959 pp

Farnborough, Duxsford
UK & more!

July 2012
16 days/15 nights

from $3650 pp land only
Airfare packages available

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh USA
July 2012

10 days/8 nights
Please registered your interest

 
For the ultimate trip of

a lifetime, join our UK and
USA packages together!

More tours available!
Please note all prices quoted
are based on twin share and 

include all taxes & surcharges
Lic 2TA4424 

Ph: 1300 728 634 

E: karene@avtours.com.au

An indigenous Australian, proud of his heritage and trying to make 
it in the competitive aviation industry as the world’s first aboriginal 
Australian aircraft manufacturer and business owner.
 
    I began flying after a personal tragedy several years ago, as a means 
of regaining focus. I came across Bushcaddy aircraft while trying to es-
tablish a framework for a youth project.  The intention of the project 
was to help young Indigenous people gain related employment after 
the completion of the course. Providing opportunities for disadvan-
taged young people to get into grass roots aviation and learn the skills 
of building and flying.
    Like a lot of great ideas, this did not get the support of the Govern-
ment and was never able to progress. It was deemed to be ‘too differ-
ent’ - although, of course, that was the point. Such is life.
While researching the project, I met the previous owners of Bushcaddy. 
Then in their mid 60’s, it was clear they were ready to retire.  The world 
economic situation had prevented the sale of the company and they 
faced the prospect of 17 years of hard work culminating in the end for 
the rugged range of aircraft.
  To cut a long story short, in September 2010, I took the opportunity and 
purchased the business and, together with my Bulldog named Smudge, 
I headed for Montreal Quebec, taking on the challenge of manufactur-
ing, marketing, development and sales in this very competitive industry.
    The Bushcaddy range, now in its 18th year, is a very rugged series 
of models ranging from the R80 LSA with its kit option through the 
R120, L160, L162 and the 4 seat L164 also available as kits. All having 
evolved in the rugged Canadian wilderness as recreational, hunting and 
utility aircraft, they are now in many countries across the world from 
Canada, USA, France, New Zealand, and, of course, Australia. 
All models are capable of any choice of landing configuration from floats 
and skis, to tail dragger and tricycle undercarriage. The R80 can also 
be changed from tail dragger to tricycle in less than an hour with its 
optional voyager package.
    Bushcaddy is well suited to the Australian environment and with its 
ability to use a variety of available engines, is an economical and reli-
able replacement for many aging aircraft across The R80 and R120 are 
the platforms for the range and are the most popular, because they can 
use many of the smaller engines on the market, such as the Rotax 912, 
the Australian made, Jabiru 3300 and the Rotec radial, as well as many 
other alternatives. 

    Perfect for recreational use and, in the LSA version, a very reliable 
and forgiving trainer. With the doors off, the R80 is the perfect muster-
ing vehicle.
The L160 is essentially a longer wing version of the R120 and has the 
same cabin, but a higher payload.
The L162 and L164 big boys are the real workhorses in the fleet, with 
massive payloads of 2650lb.
    Everyday is a school day for me - the learning never stops. As the 
Bushcaddy has an excellent reputation in North America and the own-
ers of these aircraft are so passionate about the brand and the ability of 
the range, it’s my job to keep the customers as happy and as informed 
as I possibly can.
     I look forward to seeing many more Bushcaddies in Australia.  My 
son, Tristan, in Brisbane and a Bushcaddy owner, Dave Elrick, in Towns-
ville are also Bushcaddy reps.

Dreamtime Flying  
a long way from home  
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Tyler Boyd from Evans Head has been flying since he was 18 
months old, sitting on dad’s lap watching the world fly by. The 
plucky 13 year old commenced his RA-Aus and GA training when 

he was 11, and has 10 hours flying training to his credit on his way to 
become a commercial pilot.

“I really love flying and it is heaps of fun”, 
Tyler beams, and I want to eventually fly 
passenger planes when I finish my commer-
cial licence”. 
 
Tyler is a student RA-Aus and GA pilot and it is difficult to get him 
out of a seat of any aircraft. He also has 2500 Microsoft FSX hours 
under his belt. He and friends have started an online flying group. 
He also runs a Virtual Flying School annually for budding young 
pilots, and has an extensive collection of flight videos at his Youtube 
site under the callsign tylerboyd11. 
Aviation runs in Tyler’s family. His dad Halden is a GA pilot, his 
grandfather was a LAME with the Royal Australian Navy Fleet Air 
Arm, and his Great Uncle was a WW2 pilot in Australia and Europe. 
Tyler has also just joined RAAF Air Cadets 326 Flight at Lismore.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“Flying is in my blood 
and I just love it so much”.  

       When flying runs      
in the familyby Halden Boyd

happy landings

got an aviation moment you’d love to share. your kids or maybe your club get together?  
Send a photo as a jpeg attachment and a short explanation to editor@sportpilot.net.au

Tyler Boyd from Evens Head



HM
2 place portable ............... $175
2 place for Icom ............... $175
4 place portable ............... $250

PS ENGINEERING
PM 501 panel mount 4 place I/C $350
PM 1000II 4 place ................ $395
PMA 4000 audio panel & I/C ..... $895 
PM 3000 4 place I/C ............ $525
PCD7100-I CD player & I/C ..... $895

SIGTRONICS
SPA 400 panel mount ....... $295
SPA 400N high noise version .. $395

ICOM

LIFE JACKETS
HM SURVIVOR
Slim line NON TSO 
life jacket with light 
and whistle .. $150
5 Year Service Life
(HM Survivor pictured)

RFD 102 MK3
Approved life jacket in sealed
bag 10 year service life ... $199

PLB’s with GPS
Kannad XS-4 PLB w/ GPS $425
GME MT410G PLB w/ GPS $439

SURVIVAL PRODUCTS

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENTINTERCOMS

FOR THE BEST PRODUCTS AND SERVICE, CALL CASSIE, ROY OR HARRY  03 9537 3848 OR MOBILE 0404 877 412. All prices subject to change.

Weighs
only

7.5
Kilos

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE GST

( (03)95373848
www.ozpilot.com.au
PO Box 1038, Windsor, Vic. 3181

Zaon MRX $525

Zaon *XRX $1475

TRAFFIC ALERT

*Now interfaces with Garmin GPSMAP 495 / 496 / 695,
Avmap EKP4 / Geopilot2, and the BendixKing AV80R

Zulu.2 ANR GA version ....... $ 995 
Zulu.2 ANR Helicopter ver. $ 995 
Zulu.2 ANR Lemo panel ver. $ 995 
Sierra ANR GA version ... $ 695
with blue tooth and music input

Improved comfort
better noise attenuation
bluetooth connectivity
auxiliary music input 

HM40GA H/set ...... $179
HM51child headset $199
Peltor 8006 GA H/set $299
Sennheiser HME95 ... $299
Sennheiser HME100 ..$399
Sennheiser HMEC250 $599
David Clark H10-13.4 $399
David Clark H10-60 $449
David Clark H10-13H $425

INSTRUMENTS

FS450 FUEL FLOW
With Transducer, fittings, Firesleeve

and GPS interface ........ $850

JP INSTRUMENTS

NON APPROVED INSTRUMENTS

RC ALLEN (TSO approved)
RCA22-7 horizon (vacuum) ........... $ 995
RCA 26 (electric) prices from ....... $2495
RCA 2600 digital horizon (electric) $2995
RCA22-11A-8D.G. (vacuum) ........... $ 995
RCA15AK/BK (electric) prices from $2495
RCA82A Turn Coord. (electric) ......... $ 995

GH030 (vacuum) Artifical Horizon .......... $475
GH025 (electric) Artifical Horizon 14v .. $1195
GD031 (vacuum) DG .............................. $475
DG023 (electric) DG 14v ........................ $1195
BZW-4B turn coordinator ....................... $399
BC-3E Altimeter 20,000 ft ........................ $299
Vertical Speed Indicator ..................... $199
Magnetic compasses .......................... $150
Vertical card compass ......................... $299
Air Speed Indicators from ................... $199 

PRECISION vertical card compass $429

BENDIX/KING
SKYMAP IIIC GPS .. $1995
KMD 150 panel mount ... $2995
KY 97A VHF (OHC) 14v ... $1695
KN 64 DME (OHC) ......... $2095
KR 78A transponder (OHC) $600
KR 87 ADF (OHC) system $2495
For New BK Avionics please call

MM001B Integral helmet  $795
MM001C Integral helmet with
VOX electronics ................. $995
MM020A Helmet only ...... $349
MM001 UL100 headset ..... $440
MM001A UL200 ANR headset  $575
MM005 Powered Radio Interface $440
MM030 Single Head Strobe $165
MM032 High Power Double Strobe  $395
MM033 High Power Triple Strobe $495

GARMIN GPS and AVIONICS

ÆRA 500 ............ $795
ÆRA 550 ......... $1250
GPSMAP695 .... $2095 
GDU370 ............ $2895
GPSMAP196 .... $650
GPSMAP96C .... $599
GPSMAP96 ...... $399

DYNON AVIONICS

Electronic Flight 
Information

EFIS-D6 ....... $1760
EFIS-D60 ..... $2090 
EFIS-D10A .. $2420
EFIS-D100 ... $2695

Engine
Management 

EMS-D10 .... $1870
EMS-D120 .. $2387
FlightDEK-D180 $3350
HS34 HSI module $715

Auto Pilot
Systems

SV32 servo (36in/lb) $825*
SV42 servo (55in/lb) $825*
AP74 Interface module $715*
EFIS-D10A +2 servos $3350

*requires D10A/100/180

AFFORDABLE GLASS COCKPIT AVIONICS

SkyView
SV-D700 7”display $2871
SV-D1000 10”display $3861
SV-ADAHRS-200...$1320
SV-EMS-220/A ...... $660
SV-XNPDR-262  Mode S 
transponder Module $1980

AIR GIZMO

Bose A20 Headset
A20 GA twin plug w/bluetooth  $1345
A20 GA twin no bluetooth ..... $1295
A20 Helicopter w/bluetooth  $1345
A20 Lemo w/bluetooth ....... $1345
Installed wiring harness .... $75

ICOM
IC-A15 .................. $375
IC-A6 Sport .......... $395
IC-A6 Pro ............. $595
IC-A24 Sport .........$495
IC-A24 Pro ........... $695
Sport versions come with cigar lead and
alkaline battery case. Pro version comes
with rechargeable battery rapid charger,
cigar lead, and headset adapter
IC-A210 (panel mount VHF) $1299
IC-A110 (vehicle VHF) ..... $1195

Aware ..................... $279    Aware+ ..................... $399
Aware5 ................... $399       Aware5+ ................... $549
Freedom Clarity ..... $899    Foresight ................ $1259
Aware+ upgrade ...... $189 Foresight superbright $1999

• Airservices Australia (or*NZ Airways) 
digital charts as standard

• Moving map GPS
• Unique airspace alerting system
• Ready to use straight from box
• Free airspace updates for life

AWARE–AIRSPACE WARNING DEVICE & GPS

HEADSETS

MICRO AVIONICS

Aware is Australia’s first airspace warning GPS complete with
digital charts from Airservices Australia (*NZ ver. also available).

The multi-award winning Aware takes situational awareness
to the next level with 3D warnings displayed over digital
versions of the maps pilots most often fly with.

NEW

NEW GTN 650 and GTN 750
series GPS/NAV/COM   CALL 
GNS430W GPS/COM/NAV CALL
GNS 430 (OHC) .............. $7795
GTX 327 transponder ..... $1995
SL 40 VHF Comm ........... $1995
SL 30 VHF Nav/Comm .... $4295
GMA 240 Audio panel .... $  935
GMA 340 Audio panel .... $1595 
G3X EFIS/EMS System .... $6695

NFLIGHTCAM HD Camera ........ $449
NFLIGHTCAM HD GPS Camera $549
NFLIGHTCAM+ HD GPS Camera $649

COCKPIT VIDEO CAMERA

Nflightcam

NFLIGHT CAMERAS

AMERI-KING

MICHEL/TKM
MX11 Comm ................... $1095
MX170C Nav/Com .......... $1795
MX300 Nav/Com ............ $1795

MID-CONTINENT (TSO approved)
4300 Electric Horizon ................. $3400
4300 LIFESAVER Electric Horizon with
emergency battery backup .......... $4250
3300-10 Directional Gyro ........... $3400
MD200-306 3” Course Dev. Ind $1995
1394T100-7Z Turn Coordinator $ 925
5934PM-3 Altimeter 20k Milibar $1175
7000C.31 Vertical Speed Ind. ... $ 695
MD90 Quartz clock lighted ........ $ 350

4-6 PERSON TSO’d RAFTS

TSO’d raft with canopy .. $2695
TSO’d raft with FAR91 survival
equipment  ...................... $2995
Specially designed for light aircraft

“The lightest most compact
rafts in the world”

ZULU
.2

MFI GPS-Bluetooth receiver
GNS 5870 for iPad .......... $  119

Panel Dock for ÆRA series  $195
Panel Dock for 196/296/495 $195
Panel Dock for Garmin 695 .. $275

BLUETOOTH GPS

AK-350 altitude encoder .... $295

AK-451 ELT (406 MHz) ......... $899
FAA/ETSO approved 406 MHz ELT

* Not TSO'd. For experimental aircraft or for certified aircraft with a CAR35 approval

NEW ÆRA 795 ..$2495
• 7 inch high resolution screen
• Intuitive icon driven touch screen
• Large sunlight readable display
• 3D Vision technology
• Terrain and Obstacles

AVMAP

NEW EKPV ...... $2250
• 7 inch display
• Fully portable

• built-in battery and speakers
• only 0.8 inch thick
• u-blox 5 GPS receiver
• special docking station


