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In the past few years we’ve come a long way. We’ve begun a process 
of change which is helping us move away from a small club mentality 
and into the responsible organisation we ought to be. Having said 

that, there’s more which needs to be done.
Major changes are needed in several important areas:
• Our board;
• Our legal structure;
• Our constitution.
We began the conversation about these topics some time back. Writ-

ten submissions were called for in the March edition of Sport Pilot and, 
during the many conversations I have with members, these three topics 
are recurring themes.

Our board currently consists of 13 members spread across the coun-
try. This may have made sense in the days when the tyranny of distance 
governed how we communicated, but it’s becoming somewhat irrelevant 
in this day and age. I regularly talk to members from all corners of the 
country and receive at least two emails every day from every state. And 
members from all over the country frequently contact our professional 
staff directly to deal with day-to-day matters. There is no longer any need 
for a large geographically based board. Australia is a smaller place than 
it used to be.

And this isn’t just my view. Reducing the size of the board has been 
suggested time and time again to me by members from all over Australia. 
There are many benefits to a reduced board size, but let’s focus on the 
obvious one – cost. If we had a board half the size of the current one, 
we could hold twice the number of face-to-face meetings using half the 
discussion time on each occasion and still get the same amount of work 
done, all at the same cost.

We do, however, need to keep two things in mind. We need to maintain 
a diversity of opinions, experience and knowledge on the board. Without 
this, the board won’t do its job properly. 

And we cannot afford to lose touch with members simply because 
they aren’t located near a board member. A few ideas have been put for-
ward to try and prevent this, one of which includes a system of ‘member 
advocates’. These geographically scattered ‘advocates’, while not being 
board members themselves, would provide a simple channel of commu-
nication to the board. They would provide a formal way of making sure 
the board hears the views of members directly, no matter where they live.

Naturally, you can always speak to a board member directly using 
email and phone etc and our managers in the office can be contacted 
the same way.

The second big pillar of change will be around our legal structure. For 
all intents and purposes such a change will not be visible to members. 
It will, though, mean our administrative burden will be greatly reduced.

Currently we are an association incorporated under A.C.T law. This 
means we report our activities to authorities in the A.C.T. We have to let 
them know of any changes to our board or public officers, lodge our finan-
cials, notice of changes to the constitution and so forth. It also means 
legally we are not permitted to operate across borders and do business in 
other states or territories.

To get around this last hurdle we are, what is known as, a registrable 
Australian body. This permits us to carry on a business outside of our in-
corporated jurisdiction. It sounds complex, and it is, but it can be distilled 
simply. For example, we are not recognised under NSW law so we can’t 
charge a fee to someone in NSW or otherwise carry on business there. To 
get around this, we register with another body which does recognise us 
and makes it legal. This highlights the complication. It means that to be 
compliant, as well as reporting to the A.C.T, we also have to report to ASIC. 
So our reporting requirement is double what it should be. What’s worse, 
the reporting requirements are not compatible between jurisdictions, so 
it’s not just a matter of sending the same information to two places. We 
spend a lot of time and effort preparing and massaging information to 
suit the different regulators.

It has been suggested, and I agree, that we should change to a com-
pany limited by guarantee. This would give members the same level of 
protection as before, but would eliminate the need to report to two regula-
tors. Our costs would be lower and our structure simpler.

All of these changes would require us to adopt a new constitution. 
We need a more modern constitution anyway, one which recognises we 
are a much larger organisation with much more responsibility than back 
when our current constitution was drafted. We need a constitution which 
recognises the world has also changed around us and is still moving. And, 
while we are at it, we also need to remove a bunch of inconsistencies in 
our current constitution.

Earlier this year the board called for recommendations about a new 
constitution. We have heard your views and been hard at work turning 
them all into a draft proposal. As I type this, the board is reading through 
the draft. It will soon be made available for you to discuss and provide 
feedback on, before we put it to a vote in early 2016.

Our goal is to set RA-Aus up to be a stable organisation for years to 
come, with good governance and sound management in place, while 
keeping member’s interests at the centre of everything we do. 

PRESIDENT ’S  REPORT

Organisational change
BY MICHAEL MONCK



6  /   SPORT  P ILOT

I. 13 MARCH 2016 
CLIFTON FLY-IN

This has become an iconic event in the region 
and is the premier attraction for all types 
of aviation in southern Queensland. See 
various types, shapes, sizes and models of 
recreational, ultralight and homebuilt aircraft. 
Come late pm Saturday for BBQ and drinks. 
Fly or drive in, see ERSA. On-field camping, 
bring your swag. Advise for catering. For more 
information Trevor Bange 0429 378 370, (07) 
4695 8541 or trevorbange@bigpond.com.

H. 5-6 MARCH 2016 
AEROFEST

Busselton Aero Club in WA. Big family 
day with everything aviation, skydiving, 
food and drink. Saturday evening BBQ. 
Busselton Regional Airport is the gateway 
to the Margaret River wine region. For more 
information, Ken Manton 0429 967 172 or 
ken.manton@bigpond.com.  

C. 29-30 AUGUST 
GATHERING OF EAGLES  

Watts Bridge Memorial Airfield Inc. invites 
all aviation enthusiasts to be part of 
the annual fly-in. The theme this year is 
‘Remembering Gallipoli’. Overnight camping 
on the field encouraged. Expect to see a 
huge variety of aircraft types as well as 
vintage cars, military vehicles and WW1 
and WW2 military re-enactors. On-field 
catering, three course dinner Saturday 
evening (booking essential) and breakfast 
Sunday morning.  Coffee and cold drinks 
available all day. 100LL Avgas available. 
Admission for pilots and aircrew free with 
no landing fees. For more information, 
www.wattsbridge.com.au.

G. 10 OCTOBER 
RA-AUS 2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The meeting will begin at 2.00pm at 
the Brothers Club, 130 Takalvan Street, 
Bundaberg.  At 3.00pm, following the AGM, 
members can take part in open discussions 
with the board and CEO. At 4.00pm 
discussions will be held about the draft 
constitution.

B. 22-23 AUGUST 
BIG BOYS TOYS EXPO

Exhibition Park in Canberra. The first of 
its kind on the east coast. The two-day 
interactive expo will create the ultimate 
playground for Canberra and the region’s 
big boys to see, touch, experience and buy 
all the toys, tools, gizmos, gadgets, sports 
and hobbies they’ve always dreamed of. 
10-5pm daily. $15 entry. Kids under 15yrs 
– gold coin. For more information www.
bigboystoyscanberra.com.au.

E. 4-6 SEPTEMBER 
AUSFLY

Australia’s recreational and sport aviators 
return to Narromine for another big 
weekend.  Workshops, seminars, air 
displays, entertainment and more. For 
more information ausfly.com.au.

F. 12 SEPTEMBER 
WINGS OVER WARWICK 

Queensland Recreational Aircraft Assn 
incorporating Warwick Aero Club (www.qraa.
info) invites pilots and enthusiasts to Warwick 
Aerodrome (YWCK). The strip is 1,600m 
all bitumen with no landing fees (www.
warwickaerodrome.com).  Includes model 
plane display. Food and drink available. For 
more information, Graham Hawthorne 0427 
377 603, Kelvin Hutchinson 0407 733 836 
or Phil Goyne 0417 761 584.

D. 29-30 AUGUST 
COFFS HARBOUR CENTENARY OF RAIL

Owners of vintage, veteran, classic and 
preserved vehicles are invited to the first 
Coffs Harbour Motorfest. This event will 
become part of an annual event known 
as “Smoke on the Water Festival”. 
The centenary will bring four forms of 
transport together in one place at the 
same time. The event will feature a steam 
train, historic ships and boats, vintage 
aircraft, helicopter flights to South Solitary 
Lighthouse, model train display adjacent 
to station. Food stalls and markets at the 
Jetty foreshore. For more information, 
centenarymotorfest@gmail.com.

CALENDAR OF  EVENTS

A. 16 AUGUST 
GRAFTON WINGS AND WHEELS

At South Grafton airstrip. Vintage, classics, 
sports, touring cars, motorcycles, caravans, 
boats, go-karts, race cars, engines. Food and 
drink available. Free entry, free parking. For 
more information, www.graftonaeroclub.com.
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OLD DOG, NEW TRICKS
As you would be aware at times my 
contributions to Sport Pilot have always been 
straight from the shoulder, not all good.
I would like to say, and I think on many 
members’ behalf, that the magazine is in good 
hands. This has not always been the case. 
This digital copy is great, after I found my 
way around it. It helped my stress situation 
dramatically. Why? I had lost my coffee table 
magazine which, among others, was always 
first to be picked up. So in reality I was afraid 
at my age I had lost another pleasure. I used to 
wait for the postie to drop it off.
I was going to share a printed copy with a 
friend - $45 each. That’s not on now and I have 
already downloaded a copy to him. Just have 
to put some short cuts in for him. I am sure he 
will be happy.
In the past I always put pen to paper about 
things I didn’t agree with or where I felt we 
should be going.
So I ask all members to give it a go and help 
the association cut costs and time.
Can we have more technical articles please? 
There are still many technical issues to be 
dealt with internally and externally.
Thanks for a great magazine. 
KEITH BAKER 

THE FUTURE OF NOW
Welcome to the future. It’s been around the 
corner for so long now it was easy to believe it 
would ever arrive. But here it is and it will have 
some interesting features for those who enjoy 
the sport of aviation. 
Starting with the simplest changes - you will, 
by now, have noticed that a surprising number 
of aircraft components, and in fact entire 
aircraft, are made from space age composite 
materials. The space age was a long time 
ago, but development has continued apace 
and it is now difficult or impossible to match 
the performance of composites with any of 
those stuffy old fashioned materials like that 
funny aluminum stuff our American friends are 
always talking about. Probably goes well with 
titanium and beryllium, ho ho!
Lovers of fine electronics will have noticed that 
big flat screen TVs have been sneaking into our 
cockpits - so much so it is easy to think that 
bigger and brighter flat panels will be the future 
or even the state of the art in aviation. They will 
be there, to be sure, but only as a small player. 
No, I’m afraid that the future (as in now) has 
very little to do with shinier control panels and 
watching the latest blockbuster at 4,000ft. 
The future is indeed heading towards much 
more computerisation and our personal slice 
of this paradise will take the form of Otto the 
autopilot. 

Perhaps an analogy may help to explain. A 
few decades ago the world was introduced 
to a computer which could play chess at the 
highest levels. It was a great gimmick and the 
world watched with great amusement as the 
best players were pitted against the machine. 
The best humans discovered they could beat 
the machines, but it was often a close thing. 
Fast forward to today, and you find that very 
affordable and very small chess computers 
are better players than pretty much anybody 
on the planet. Note that last sentence - we are 
not talking about some hulking experimental 
computer in a basement and connected to a 
very large 3 phase power cord and large geek 
army maintaining it. And we are not talking 
about some esoteric competition; it is a cheap 
little box against everybody on the planet. And 
it’s winning.
And so it is with Otto. Not only can he fly 
better than anybody, except perhaps a very 
select bunch of test and competition pilots, 
but it is easy to give him the cumulative yearly 
flying experience of all the other Ottos around 
the world. Imagine 100,000 hours of flying 
experience on a USB drive.
But it’s not all bad. You’ll still be able to fly 
manually and Otto will have a heap of features 
to help you enjoy your flying. He will be always 
be in contact with the ground, GPS and other 
aircraft, so you’ll never get lost or run into 
prohibited airspace, and you’ll always know 
where other aircraft are located which makes 
them much harder to run in to. And - this is 
good - if other aircraft are getting hammered 
by weather, you’ll be advised of their G force 
readings and you’ll be able to plot a better 
course. Plus, if you find yourself in zero 
visibility, Otto will be able to fly you out again.
Yes, alright, there is also a free set of steak 
knives. Unmanned aircraft are on the rise and 
sport aviation will finally be able to make some 
real progress. It goes like this - robot aircraft 
don’t have a pilot and so it’s not a tragedy if 
one falls from the sky- expensive maybe, but 
not tragic. It then follows that designers can 
free themselves from convention and explore 
clever new solutions, free from the threat of 
grieving relatives and not so grieving insurance 
companies. 
Antique aircraft engines? Bin them. Bizarre 
control cables which wind their way 17 times 
around every aircraft? Just say sayonara. 
Aluminium structures that are hand crafted 
from 1,447,314 individual pieces? Let us not 
speak of them again. There will be howls of 
outrage to be sure, but the robots are out 
there flying, flying, flying and it will be difficult 
to argue with, engines which run for countless 
hours and rack up lots of nines in reliability or 
nearly indestructible wings which are extruded 
in one piece.
And what’s it all got to do with us? There will 
always be a place for the traditional stick 
and rudder pilot, but it may not be a very big 

place and ‘always’ may not be as long as we 
would like. Government has always been 
a numbers game, and choosing between 
5,000 enthusiasts flying antique aircraft and 
a powerful commercial sector which carries 
passengers and operates robotic aircraft for 
profit, may not be the difficult choice we would 
hope it to be.
You need not take my word for it. Go online 
and read about Andrew Ng of Stanford Uni. 
And boggle at an autopilot which automatically 
learns from the best human aerobatic pilots, 
distils their knowledge and then flies a 
helicopter through a spectacular aerobatic 
routine. Or perhaps you might like the swarm of 
multicopters which carry a net between them 
which they can use to catch and throw a ball. 
And finally, how about the multicopters which 
each balance a pole and then throw it back 
and forth by zooming upwards and flipping the 
pole?  
And that is our future (as in, now). Exciting, 
isn’t it?
STEVE ANDELE 

MATURE AGE READER
I am a retired light plane builder and pilot. 
I like to keep up my interest in aviation by 
subscribing to Sport Pilot and running a free 
U3A course ‘Desk Top Flying For Seniors’. 
Like many in your Letters Page I dislike reading 
papers or magazines on computer for many of 
the reasons mentioned and will always buy a 
hard copy, as would most of your mature age 
members who comprise the majority. 
I think you should print a breakdown of the 
magazine income and expenditure to justify 
the cost increase or have a rethink as to 
whether it needs to be so glossy.  
KEITH MANWARING
FROM THE ED / Have a read of the letters in 
the July edition, Keith, where a full breakdown 
of the costs was outlined.

SAVE THE POWERHOUSE
The NSW Government has decided they 
want to move the Powerhouse Museum from 
Sydney’s Darling Harbour to Parramatta as a 
way of accessing the land the Museum sits on 
to sell for unit development on the site.  
I have a personal interest in this because my 
dad’s aircraft (Catalina), which was used to fly 
the Australia – South America route in 1951, is 
hanging in the museum and with the proposed 
move I believe (I don’t know for sure) that there 
may not be enough space to rehang it and it 
will be mothballed.  
I have no evidence of this yet, but with the 
proposed new museum being smaller there is 
a good chance this could happen.  Aviation is 
already an aspect of history which is not often 
well represented in large museums (except 

LETTERS  TO  THE  ED ITOR
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U.S SYSTEM
Congratulations to Dick Smith for publicising 
the difficulties with CASA and Airservices 
(Weekend Australian July 11).  These 
organisations have escaped public scrutiny for 
far too long and changes must be made.  
I am a former US Commercial pilot and have 
used (and benefited from) the American 
system of having people on the ground using 
Unicom to talk to aircraft, even where there 
are jet operations, as at Ballina.  The ground 
operators simply use a handheld radio and 
can be anyone from the refueller to the local 
flying service personnel, airline ground staff or 
firemen.  
Of course they don’t ‘control’ aircraft.  Unicom 
is for advising on traffic, weather, runway 
conditions or obstructions.  In fact, even a 
control tower doesn’t really control aircraft 
movements.  Ultimate control rests with the 
pilot. If a pilot was crazy enough to attempt to 
land a Cessna at Sydney Airport during rush 
hour, all the control tower could do would be to 
call in an F-18.  
In a place like Ballina, to which I fly often, pilots 
talk to each other maintain separation in good 
weather.  When the weather is bad, only the 
airlines and instrument equipped GA aircraft 
are flying and they should be under radar 
separation down to 700ft as in the US.  
Particularly in bad weather there is a strong 
case for radios in the fire trucks to advise 
about ground conditions.  Hopefully, CASA and 
the Air Traffic Controllers Union will allow this 
to happen.
NORM SANDERS

SIZE DOES COUNT
It was a joy to get my electronic copy so soon 
this month.
But then a great disappointment to see the tiny 
font size and nowhere I could see to magnify it 
to a readable size. 
I eventually got out an old magnifying glass 
(86mm diameter) and was just able to read 
the letters in black. Those in blue were quite 
beyond me.
I managed to read most of the report on the 
Jabiru saga, but the RA-Aus staff comments 
in the Letters section will have to wait until my 
paper copy arrives, as I had to give up because 
I was getting a headache - such a pity because 

they must have taken so much time to write 
their words of wisdom.
My computer is a laptop with a 15.7in screen, 
not the smallest on the market and quite 
adequate for other functions, but you will have 
to do something about the font size if you want 
to achieve general acceptance.
DAVID HOUSTON
FROM THE ED / David, you don’t mention if 
your machine is an Apple or Windows, but if 
it is the latter, just hold down the control key 
while scrolling your mouse and the text gets 
larger or smaller. For a Mac press Command 
+Option+F5 and select options in the Zoom 
section. I have asked the designer for a darker 
shade of blue for the responses. Hopefully it’s 
easier to read this time.

PORTABLE HANGAR
I was interested to see Norm Sanders’ picture 
of a Cobram Cobra (Sport Pilot June 2015). It 
reminded me of the following picture recently 
taken at Ballarat airfield. 
BRUCE ATKINSON

COMIC GENIUS
I thought you might be interested in this 
cartoon for the magazine. My son drew it to 
make a placemat at school 30 years ago. With 
the caption: “Who else but Pilot Officer Prune, 
RAF 1943”.
IAN HARVEY

aviation ones) and the powerhouse collection 
is fantastic, from ultralights to the Catalina.  
I think the museum should stay where it 
is, accessible to all of Sydney and to the 
millions of tourists who visit Sydney as well.  
If you would like to keep the Powerhouse 
Museum where it is could you please sign 
the petition (https://www.facebook.com/
savethepowerhouse)and send on to anyone 
you think might be interested.
GAI TAYLOR

JOB WELL DONE
Just wanted to pass on my appreciation to the 
producers and contributors of our magazine.  
It is one of the very few mags I look forward to 
reading cover to cover. The format, content, 
even the ads pull me in. 
Even though I am a low hour pilot, I glean a lot 
of very good information and apply that info as 
practically as I can. 
I have also noted the wide range of Letters to 
the Editor which are allowed to go to print. This 
is a credit to the openness/transparency of our 
organisation. To everyone at RA-Aus, keep up 
the good work.
DAVID ABELA

PEER TO PEER LEARNING
I love my magazine. I leave it on the coffee 
table and read it gradually through the month 
waiting for the next edition.
I love reading about the 56 other owners 
who have planes for sale. So many different 
types of flying machines with lots of differing 
personalities. 
Pity I will not be able to see their offerings for 
sale anymore in the magazine.
That’s 56 owners not getting the advertising 
coverage they paid for.
I love to read all the commercial advertising. 
There’s 51 in the latest magazine. Full colour 
expensive glossy advertisements. I like to read 
about their technology and their competitor’s 
technology. Pity I will not be able to see their 
offerings collectively in one place anymore.
I love reading articles about the adventurous 
at heart and their flying adventures. I learn all 
sorts of tips and information that can keep me 
safe, warm and dry in difficult circumstances. 
It’s the type of idle chat which used to happen 
in the hangar but sadly now does not. 
What a pity the peer-to-peer learning through 
the magazine is being abandoned.
There’s another 100 non-financial reasons for 
publishing the magazine, but the important 
one follows. I have already paid for the 
magazine in my subscription, so I think you 
should keep up your part of the contract and 
provide it.
PETER DAVIES

FROM THE CEO / Peter, you can still enjoy the 
magazine and the future sustainability of the 
organisation by subscribing.  Plus magazines 
will be in flying schools and aero clubs for all 
to enjoy.

A DILEMMA
First up, please let it be known that I perceive 
you and your staff are doing an excellent job 
restoring the creditability of RA-Aus. Thank you.
Having today received (and read) the June 
edition of Sport Pilot I now am faced with a 
dilemma – to subscribe to Sport Pilot or seek 
an alternative. My position is that of a self-
funded retiree facing spiralling government 
and utility costs, compounded by diminishing 
returns from the investments on which I rely 
for living expenses. Extra outgoing dollars 
do count! I do, however, enjoy and seek to 
continue the enjoyment of flying my home-built 
aircraft as a recreational pursuit.
 I choose to live in country South Australia and, 
despite being only 11km from our nearest 
town, my only available internet connection is 
by NBN satellite. Downloads are ridiculously 
expensive and hopelessly slow when 
compared to capital city based broadband 
services. Magazine downloads just don’t work 
within these limitations. I tried to keep up with 
the CASA Flight Safety magazine when that 
went online, but gave up in frustration. 
My question - Should I choose not to subscribe 
to a paper copy of Sport Pilot, can I be assured 
all relevant new information essential for me 
to continue flying safely and within changing 
regulations will be conveyed to me either by 
email or letter? I am on the RA-Aus email list.
JOHN BIRRELL
FROM THE CEO / John, RA-Aus is continually 
improving how we communicate with 
members.  You will be well informed, but with 
all our members, individual responsibility must 
also play a part.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
I can recall a time when we had milk delivered 
by the milkman and his horse and cart. The 
baker (the bread maker) would deliver by the 
same means. There was just one bread (white) 
in either ½ or full loaf. You cut it yourself.
I can remember making phone calls where 
we needed to call the operator, place the call 
and be asked every three minutes “are you 
extending”?  The list goes on. Pen and ink - 
gone. There were once men and women who 
operated the lifts in department stores - gone.  
LP records and CD’s - gone.
Why do I refer to these old fashioned ideas? 
Because we have to move on and realise that 
times change and our organisation needs to 
be adept at changing to meet them. That’s life! 
That’s what the board and the management 
team are doing right now on our behalf. They 

live with an antiquated computer system 
designed for times which have now passed. 
The modern world demands more. Hence the 
planned large investment. Its thinking long 
term that will save our beloved organisation.
Fellow pilots, we need to grow up, act 
responsibly and get over the loss of the 
paper version of Sport Pilot (yes you can still 
have one, but at a cost). I have had many 
discussions with the CEO about the pressures 
on the organisation. The major one is 
financial.  Staff has been pruned to the barest 
operational capacity. There is no operational 
fat left. We all need to remember the simple 
business rule….If your outgoings exceed your 
income, then your upkeep will become your 
downfall.  It’s that simple. We have been 
spending more than we received. RA-Aus was 
living beyond its financial means for too long 
and needed to stop the haemorrhage. 
Don’t get me wrong. I love receiving the 
magazine but it is such a large cost ($400,000 
per year) it can only be supported by either an 
increase in subscriptions or reduced facility. 
Something has to give.
Instead of complaining all the time about the 
loss, why not embrace the great work now 
being done by our organisation and its diligent 
staff. To me, the ongoing whining is a waste of 
emotion. Just give thanks for the progress we 
have made over the past year or so and look 
forward to things to come.
It will never be perfect but it will enable us to 
move forward in the modern digital world we 
find ourselves living in.
Now back to my 8mm movies!
IAN MCDONALD

WELL FOUNDED AND FRUGAL
One omission from later editions of the 
magazine has been the regular column on 
accidents and incidents. As a very low hour 
pilot and a wannabe high hour pilot, I have 
found these to be very enlightening. In a 
perfect world accidents shouldn’t happen, but 
the column was a great source of information.
A comment on the digital version of the 
magazine – unwieldy! I note it will be formatted 
differently in future, but that will be for iPads. 
I have a laptop. I have purchased the paper 
version but why weren’t memberships just 
increased to accommodate that, with an opt 
out for those who didn’t want it? Good revenue 
raiser maybe? We should all aspire to having 
RA-Aus being well founded but frugal.
PETER MATTHEWS
FROM THE ED / Pilot Notes is available on the 
website, with more detail than the magazine 
cold hope to provide. There are also plans to 
introduce more stories about accidents and 
incidents very soon. 

WRITE IN: EDITOR@SPORTPILOT.NET.AU
The state of the organisation is reflected in the Letters to the Editor columns. The more letters – the healthier the organisation.  

So don’t just sit there – get involved. Your contributions are always welcome, even if no one else agrees with your opinion.  
The Editor makes every effort to run all letters, even if the queue gets long at certain times of the year.  

(By the way – the Editor reserves the right to edit Letters to the Editor to shorten them to fit the space available, to improve the 
clarity of the letter or to prevent libel. The opinions and views expressed in the Letters to the Editor are those of the individual 

writer and neither RA-Aus or Sport Pilot magazine endorses or supports the views expressed within them).
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IN  THE  NEWS

A FTER several years of discussions 
and negotiations, RA-Aus is finalising 
the draft of a new constitution, one 

which the board and management believe 
will be better suited to the organisation and 
which will serve RA-Aus and its members 
more effectively in the years ahead.

The draft will be made available shortly via 
this link: www.raa.asn.au/about/constitution. 

Members have also been invited to dis-
cuss the draft at a forum to be held at the 
end of the next AGM.  The forum will start at 
approximately 4.00pm on Saturday October 
10 at the Brothers Club in Bundaberg (See 

AGM notice in the Calendar of Events section 
this edition).

Members unable to attend the forum are 
invited to provide written submissions re-
garding the draft to the office of the CEO by 
email - ceo@raa.asn.au - or by mail to the RA-
Aus Canberra office.

AIRWORTHINESS 
NOTICE
FITTING OF PANNIERS TO 
WEIGHT SHIFT AIRCRAFT 
(AN10072015WS)

DURING a recent investigation, it was 
identified that the aircraft, an LSA Air-
borne 912 XT, had been fitted with 
three external panniers. These had not 
been approved by the manufacturer. 

Members are reminded equipment 
must not be fitted to LSA Aircraft which 
still need manufacturer approval. For 
Type Certified aircraft, approval may 
be granted by an appropriate issuing 
authority.

If external storage devices are al-
ready fitted, the owners/operators of 
LSA aircraft are to contact the manu-
facturer and seek approval. For Type 
Certified aircraft approval may be 
granted by an appropriate issuing au-
thority. If approval is not provided, the 
devices are to be removed immedi-
ately. For more information refer to the 
manufacturer. 

VALE KEITH JARVIS
ONE of Australia’s ultralight pioneers, 
Keith Jarvis, has died.

Keith, who flew Liberators in World 
War 2, was a prolific home builder and 
one of nature’s gentlemen. He was also 

a much loved and respected member of 
the organisation.

Keith passed on May 11, aged 91. 
He will be sorely missed.

TREASURER RETIRES
RA-Aus Treasurer and Victorian Board member, 
Jim Tatlock has announced he will not  stand 
for re-election when his term ends in October. 
In a letter to RA-Aus members, Jim said the 
goals he had set himself were complete.  

“When I first joined the board I was dis-
turbed at how it functioned,” said Jim. “In 
meetings there were personal attacks, mis-
guided decision making processes and a 
lack of governance knowledge.   For an or-
ganisation of nearly ten thousand members, 
it was apparent RA-Aus had grown so quickly 
its systems and processes had not kept up. 
 “I can now say we are in a much better posi-
tion than we were three years ago.  Many new 

faces have joined the Board and 
they bring with them a new skill 
set.   I felt it was time to get out 
of the way and let the Board pro-
gress with some new blood.  

“We are in good hands at the 
moment and, with development 
occurring on a new constitution 
and a skilled CEO, the sky is the 
limit for our organisation.  To me 
the most important short term 
improvements which still need 
to be implemented are a reduced Board 
size and skills based appointment.   Being 
the most popular person does not make 

you suitable to guide a busi-
ness.    Believe me when I say 
it has been tried and failed. 
“So for me it’s back to spend-
ing time with the family, study-
ing Psychology at university, 
working full-time and develop-
ing a drone business.   I might 
even find some time to fly a 
plane and enjoy reading Sport 
Pilot.   Thanks to all who have 
supported me over the years.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Board, 
helping guide our great organisation and I 
look forward to what the future brings.”

FIRST INTO PART 141
CENTRAL West Flying School has become 
the first to comply with CASA’s new Part 141 
legislation.

The six year old school, based in Bathurst, 
was recently recognised in a ceremony offici-
ated by CASA head, Mark Skidmore.

CEO, Chris Stott, says he took the initiative 
to ensure his school could take advantage of 
opportunities arising from CASA’s new Rec-
reational Pilots Licence. 

CWF can also take students through to 
a full Private Pilot’s Licence with controlled 

airspace endorsement. CWF Head of Op-
erations under the new regulation is Martin 
Wookey. The school has a total of five RA-Aus 
instructors and three GA instructors and op-
erates four RA-Aus and two GA aircraft.

NEW CONSTITUTION

IN  THE  NEWS

BY DARREN BARNFIELD 
NATIONAL TECHNICAL 
MANAGER

Mark Skidmore (left), 
Director, CASA, presents 
CWF CFI Chris Stott with the 
Flight Training Certificate

ALIVE AND WELL
BY MICHAEL LINKE CEO
EVERYONE at RA-Aus is excited about the 
new look Sport Pilot and the support the new 
magazine is receiving.  In just over a month 
more than 1,300 members have already sub-
scribed to the printed copy.  

Due to the popularity of subscriptions, we 
have extended our exclusive member’s only 
offer of six free issues when you subscribe for 
12 or 24 months.  For members, to subscribe 
simply log into your account on the website 
and follow the prompts.  Non-members can 
download a form or call the office.

The digital copy is also attracting signifi-
cant attention.  Within 24 hours of going live 
for the first time on the ISSUU site, almost 
3,000 people read the magazine. Today, that 
number is well over 6,000.

We have truly delivered the 
best of both worlds to mem-
bers.

Sport Pilot remains the 
voice of Recreational Avia-
tion Australia and is the best 
magazine in the sport aviation 
sector. Following a competi-
tive review process, RA-Aus 
recently renewed its contract 
with Stampils and Editor, 
Brian Bigg, for the produc-
tion of Sport Pilot for the next 
12 months, including both 
printed and digital versions.  
RA-Aus is very happy with the 
content, design and pricing offered by Brian 
which allows us to continue delivering the 
highest quality publication to members and 
aviation enthusiasts alike.  We have been 
overwhelmed with support for the new look 
magazine, as well as the revised delivery 
model.

We also acknowledge 
some members are not 
happy with the changes 
and we remain committed 
to ensuring we communi-
cate and work with eve-
ryone to deliver a quality 
magazine in your preferred 
format.  Our pricing model 
is competitive and we are 
offering extra value (paid 
subscribers will get the free 
RA-Aus calendar again this 
Christmas) and further print 
only inserts are planned for 
2016.

Access for members to the digital copy is 
being offered in both hi-res and low-res ver-
sions, which makes it easier to download or 
view online and our advertisers are enjoying 
a whole new audience through the release of 
the magazine onto the ISSUU platform.

Sport Pilot is alive and well.

 JABIRU RESTRICTIONS LATEST    MICROLIGHT TAKE-OFF TECHNIQUE    NEW RECORD FOR GYFTS SCHOLARSHIPS

EVOLUTION TO A T

BRUMBY
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S UNRAYSIA Sport Aircraft had a suc-
cessful Queen’s Birthday weekend 
fly-in.

There was excellent weather in the local 
area and 35 aircraft came and went over the 
course of the weekend. Dinner at the Went-
worth club rooms was attended by about 60 
guests. Sunday morning breakfast lured 35 of 
the visitors back for more.

Unfortunately some interstate pilots report-
ed they were unable to attend due to their local 
weather conditions and one pilot reported he 
had to cancel because of mechanical / electri-
cal problems.

Our home base at Wentworth is now the 
permanent home of two WW2 Replica fighter 
aircraft. One is John Waters’ Isuzu powered 
Spitfire co-built with John Raven. The other is a 

Jabiru six powered P51 Mustang, built, owned 
and flown by Peter Hupfield.

The fly-in was open to the public as a way 
to promote recreational / sport aviation in our 
area and it seemed we were popular,  although  
it was difficult to estimate the numbers be-
cause people came and went throughout the 
day.  We ran guided tours of parked aircraft for 
the public on request.

Jabiru powered 
P51 Mustang

Sunny days for Sunraysia
BY BRIAN MIDDLETON
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MAXIMISING YOUR  
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You have access to many benefits 
from aircraft insurance  
arranged by Willis
 � Agreed value in the event of total loss

 � Total loss of aircraft if disappearance in excess  

of 15 days

 � Third party and passenger liability top-up cover

 � Premises liability extension

 � Up to $5,000 for ancillary equipment

 � Emergency expenses following accident  

or forced landing

 � Airfreighting of replacement parts following claim

Go to www.raa.asn.au  
or call 1800 335 014  
to take advantage of 
these benefits and  
obtain a quote
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The Recreational 
Flying Co Pty Ltd

                  
The Recreational Flying Company of Gympie, 

Queensland is offering a ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity for a 
young Australian to gain a ‘FLYING START’ in life!

Applications are now open for our ‘PILOT SCHOLARSHIP 2015’.
The successful applicant will be offered a free flying training course 

for their ‘RECREATIONAL PILOT CERTIFICATE’ valued at over $5000!
No previous experience necessary! Applications are open to both 
male and female candidates aged 15 to 25 years. Applications close 
on August 30th 2015. The winners will be announced in the last week 
of September 2015. An application fee of $220 (incl.GST) applies and 
this includes a fun 30min assessment flight with an Instructor. 

What to do?
STEP 1: Go to our web site www.recreationalflyingco.com. 
Download and complete application form.
STEP 2: Email fly@recreationalflyingco.com or phone 0403 
865474 to book your assessment.
STEP 3: Reach for the SKY!

For more info call 
0403 865 474 or 0407 086 152 
email: fly@recreationalflyingco.com

Young Pilot Scholarship
2015

FLY- INS

In addition to the aircraft on display, the 
fly-in was attended by the owners of about 20 
vintage motorcycles from the local club, as well 
as a number of vintage cars.

At our Saturday evening dinner, Wentworth 
Shire CEO, Peter Kozlowski was guest speaker. 
He gave an interesting talk on the shire’s plans 
for the airport, where extensive runway /earth-

works and drainage upgrades worth more than 
$600,000 have been recently completed. The 
council has budgeted for the sealing of the run-
ways in the next financial year.

The other development in the past 12 
months has been the establishment of a credit 
card facility fitted to the Avgas bowser, acces-
sible to all transient pilots. We are extremely 

fortunate to have such a progressive and sup-
portive council behind our aviation activities.
Coming up, Sunraysia will host a visit from the 
combined Piper Short-wing Group and the Aus-
ter antique aircraft group. An anticipated 60 to 
70 aircraft will be involved in this visit. They will 
be great for both our club and our town’s ac-
commodation suppliers and traders. 
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The good weather 
drew about 35 aircraft

 John Waters’ Isuzu 
powered Spitfire
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I T was a common observation made by 
many of the visitors who attended the 
2015 Old Station fly-In and heritage show 

– ‘This was the best show ever”. Who could 
disagree? 

After the devastation caused when a cy-
clone passed over The Old Station, few visitors 
were aware of the enormous effort required to 
restore the venue to the condition needed to al-
low the organisers to run the show.

The Creed family once again provided the 
venue at Raglan in Queensland and the event 
was put together with the assistance of the 
members of the Old Station Flying Club Inc, 
Boyne Island Lions club and other volunteers. 

The show at Old Station has grown over 
the years from just a fly-in to include herit-

age events with visitors treated to a display of 
trucks, machinery and the ever popular tractor 
pulling competition.

For many years, the event has also raised 
money for aviation related good causes. This 
year the Capricorn Service received $25,000, 
bringing the total donations received by the 
Capricorn Helicopter Rescue Service to more 
than $250,000.

The weekend weather was almost perfect 
and pilots came from everywhere. Large num-
bers of aircraft arrived soon after first light and 
continued throughout the weekend.

Friday night dinner guests were treated to 
a discussion format interview conducted by 
Jacquie Mackay (ABC Radio) with Matt Hall, 
who once again entertained everyone with his 

insights, and Bruce Honeywill, Editor of Truckin’ 
Life Magazine.

On Saturday, Matt in his  Extra 300l, Paul 
Bennet in his 400hp Wolf Pitts and TBM Grum-
man Avenger, Kim Rolph-Smith in his Trojan, 
Cameron Rolph-Smith (Yak52) and others treat-
ed the big crowd to an amazing air display. Kim’s 
bombing runs provided a spectacular finale.

Saturday evening entertainment included 
a timber cutting competition, fireworks display 
and music provided by Clyde Cameron Band.

The Sunday air show again enthralled the 
crowd. All in all, the comments were correct – it 
was the best show ever.
Planning for next year’s show has already be-
gun. It will be held on the fourth weekend in 
May. Put it in your diaries. 

The heritage tractor pulling events drew a large crowd.  
Greg Upton driving his heritage John Deere gave it everything 

 Jabiru with tent ready for the weekend

A very neat Nynja.  
One of many 

which turned up

Best Old Station ever!
BY RODNE Y SPRAT T 

The aircraft marshals had a busy couple of days

FLY- INSFLY- INS
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A S foreshadowed last month, CASA’s operational limits on 
Jabiru-powered aircraft remain in force.

There had been some hope the limitations might be eased 
when the directive expired at the end of June, however aside from one 
small administrative change, the limitations will remain in force until 
further notice.

CASA introduced what it called precautionary operational limitations 
on some Jabiru aircraft in December, until the causes of power related 
problems involving Jabiru made engines could be identified and rectified. 

CASA says efforts involving Jabiru, RA-Aus and the SAAA have been 
ongoing and productive and it hopes an effective response to the prob-
lems will soon be identified. However…

“In the meantime, with particular regard to the safety of passengers 
and others who may have little (and in some cases no) knowledge of, 
or effective control over, the risks to which they may be exposed, CASA 
will be re-issuing the operational directions as from July 1, pending the 
identification and implementation of effective remedial actions.” 

CASA did make one change to its directive. From July 1, the require-
ment that a pilot-in-command of a Jabiru-powered aircraft may only 
permit a passenger to be carried if a statement has been signed by 
the passenger not more than 28 days before a flight, will be amend-
ed to permit statements to be signed not more than three calendar 
months before the flight. This applies even if the passenger is a Pilot 

Certificate holder. 
“This change will reduce an administrative burden inherent in the 

current arrangements, without diminishing the precautionary safety 
benefits provided by the continuing operational limitations.  For the time 
being, the other terms and conditions of the direction will remain the 
same,” says CASA.

“It is hoped an approach to addressing the engine-related problems 
which gave rise to the direction will soon be settled and, as a result of 
the remedial processes identified, further, and perhaps complete, re-
lief from the limitations imposed by the direction can be granted.  Until 
then, CASA, Jabiru and other stakeholders will continue to work together 
collaboratively and cooperatively to achieve that outcome, in the inter-
est of safety.” 

Other changes being explored by CASA include:
Owners and operators may soon be able to apply for an exemption if 

they can prove to CASA their aircraft has successfully completed tests 
and analysis by the manufacturer in accordance with the ASTM stand-
ards, relating to the introduction of specified modifications. 

A redefinition of a forced landing area may also be made to provide 
further clarity.

The current direction containing the operational limitations is set out 
in the legal instrument, which can be accessed at http://www.comlaw.
gov.au/Details/F2014L01806.  

Jabiru restrictions continue
BY BRIAN BIGG

FEATURE  STORY
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Enough is enough
BY ROD STIFF  

JABIRU MANAGING DIRECTOR

S EVEN months of limitations on Jabiru powered aircraft has 
had a devastating effect on the company and its associates 
throughout the world. 

The viability of Jabiru Aircraft has been severely threatened and may 
not be recoverable if the limitations are continued. The damage inflicted 
by the CASA publicity of the limitations and the ‘Acknowledgement and Ac-
ceptance of Risk -Potential Engine Malfunction during Flight Time’ waiver 
will be near impossible to be reversed. Publicity of any incident involving 
a Jabiru aircraft since has referenced the CASA imposed limitations and 
reinforced the message. 

The harm being done is immeasurable and we call for it to be 
brought to an end now. Over the past seven months Jabiru has given 
CASA an insight into the depth of engineering knowledge and research 
and development which goes on behind the scenes on a day-to-day 
basis at Jabiru. 

We have also provided all the engineering documents used for the last 
certifications of modifications through the CASA authorised person Alan 
Kerr; engine reports for ASTM compliance; reports for engines achieving 
1,000 hours and numerous tear down reports of engines from reported 
incidents.

Jabiru has complied with the standards of certification approved by 
CASA, continues to monitor airworthiness issues for Jabiru aircraft and 
engines and issue the appropriate service notifications. Already this year 
there has been a significant decrease in Jabiru engine incidents. It would 
appear the incident rate is now equal to or less than the Rotax incidents, 
by which we were judged last year and which were given as the justifica-

tion of the limitations.
Jabiru recognises education on operational and maintenance issues is 

very important and has directed significantly more resources to workshops 
each month focusing on maintenance and operation. Assistance by CASA 
and RA-Aus would be appreciated in this area, as well as in recovering more 
evidence from incidences to allow complete investigation.

Jabiru calls for all restrictions to Jabiru powered aircraft be lifted for 
aircraft which have complied with all the service bulletins and letters, op-
erate the aircraft in accordance with the manuals, have performed the 
maintenance in accordance with the manuals and use trained techni-
cians and where the aircraft do not have unapproved modifications. Only 
for those owners and operators of Jabiru powered aircraft who do not 
wish to comply with the requirements, do we support the limitations re-
maining in place until compliance occurs with all service bulletins, letters, 
manuals and conditions of operation. We object to the present form of 
waiver because we regard it as blatantly misleading.

For Jabiru powered aircraft in the Experimental categories of RA-
Aus and SAAA, those organisations are able to assess the risk of owner 
modifications and apply limitations if required.  Jabiru may be able to 
assist if technical information is required.  Jabiru Aircraft acknowledges 
CASA’s primary safety related obligations, however the overwhelming 
body of evidence shows Jabiru aircraft to be one of the safest aircraft 
in this category on the Australian register.  Student pilots, passengers 
and people on the ground are at no greater risk of injury from a Jabiru 
than any other aircraft. It could be argued from the statistics that, in 
fact, there is less chance of risk to these people in a Jabiru aircraft. 
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AFTER Ric Exley of Heck Field took me for my first flight in his Air-
borne Outback 912 trike, I was hooked and focused on taking 
up the sport of microlight flying. 

Flying so far has been both exciting and challenging, there’s so much to 
learn and think about. However, I experienced a breakthrough recently I felt 
compelled to write about. It happened in my 11th hour of training. 

I’m currently a student of Caboolture Microlights, endeavouring to earn 
my RA-Aus Pilot Certificate to fly a flex-wing trike. With each hour of train-
ing, preceded by a briefing on a white board, the incremental development 
has been accompanied by the discomfort normally associated with learn-
ing anything new. Although very exciting, each lesson has meant having 
to learn and cultivate a new skill while maintaining the skills taught in the 
prior lessons. For those not familiar with trikes, the aircraft type has a delta-
shaped wing, beneath which is a 2-seat open cockpit and a rear mounted 
engine. The plane manoeuvres by weight-shift inputs applied by the pilot 
working a horizontal control bar. Sounds simple enough, but let me tell you 
what was going on in my head leading up to my 11th hour.  

After the pre-flight checks, my instructor bravely positioned himself in 
the rear seat before I set myself on 
the seat in front.  Then it was time 
for the first acronym. 

I.M.S.A.F.E – Any Injury or ill-
ness? (Not yet); Any Medication? 
Any Stress? (Hell yes); Any Alcohol 
consumed in the last 8 hours? 
(No, but I could use a shot right 
now); Any Fatigue? (Imminent by 
the time I’ve taxied out); Have 
you had enough to Eat, drink…
and have you emptied? (Not yet 
– stand by!). 

I was already perspiring 
at this point.  “Clear prop!”… 
(Oops revs too high, now too 
low, back the choke off, revs to 
2,000rpm, check oil pressure, 
why is the plane moving?...oh 
yeah, brake!) “Sorry.”  

Ok, time to taxi to the ap-
propriate runway. (Oh no…what 
number was it again?) 

“Caboolture traffic, trike 4235 taxiing to the runway over there 
that I forgot the name of, Caboolture”. Stop short for pre-take off checks 
and another acronym. 

C.H.I.F.T.W.A.P. (Really? That’s the best they can come up with?)  it 
stands for Controls – full & free movement; Harness & helmet secure; In-
struments set & working – Ignition checked; Fuel tap & cap on and suf-
ficient; Throttle working & Trim set for take-off; Tips & Tabs secure; Wind 
direction and Strength, All clear for take-off, Power – full power available.

Ok, task completed.
“Caboolture traffic, trike 4235 entering and lining up runway three zero, 

circuits, Caboolture….Over.”  (Over? There’s no ‘Over’. You’re not in a fire 
truck now, Bozo!). “Sorry”.  

Full power, rotate and best climb. I really enjoyed this part…for 10 sec-
onds.  Then it was all work. Keep it straight until the end of the runway, 
thermals, crosswinds, watch the height, look left, centre, right, turn shallow 
bank, level off, attitude first (not mine –the aircraft) then power down to 
cruise.

It took me ages before my foot found that sweet spot and maintained 
cruise speed…it drove me crazy. I even stopped using the cruise control in 
my car to help me get used to feeling the throttle again. Up in the air I made 

a smooth revving 4-stroke sound like a child alternating the speed settings 
on a blender. 

Downwind turn, line up the corner of the control bar with the runway…all 
good.  Time to relax I thought.

Nope, acronym time again. 
F.A.W.N.T.S. Fuel (twist your neck around and use x-ray vision to see the 

fuel level in the opaque tank. Yeah right. Say the word ‘good’, pretending 
you saw it and fantasising that the instructor thinks you did because he’s 
no doubt rolling his eyes); Aircraft (have a good look around – “Nothing 
seen, nothing heard”. ”Oh really? What about the three broadcasts just 
transmitted?” Gulp! ”Umm I didn’t, umm” “Never mind, it’s all clear…pro-
ceed”. “Thanks…sorry.”); Wind direction & strength (Where is that damn 
windsock?); Nose wheel straight (The nose wheel is off centre because I 
keep trying to turn the plane in the air by turning the nose wheel); Throt-
tle off, trim set (Oops, the hand throttle, not the foot throttle...blender-revs 
again); Security - helmet and harness secure. 

Far out! I was already at the end of the downwind leg!  Then the in-
structor added, “Don’t forget the base-turn radio call” (Say what?).  “Ca-
boolture traffic, trike 4235 turning base runway 30 full stop, Caboolture…

over.” “Sorry”.  Then more 
work. Look left, centre, right, 
attitude, power off, shallow 
bank. 

“Where’s your aiming 
point?” “I’m aiming at the 
earth!  If I can get there, I’ll be 
happy”. “You mean safely?” 
(Whatever – just please get 
me to where I can end the 
stress of trying to remember 
a thousand things at once) 

Ok, pull on some speed - 
get ready to flare & round out 
smoothly (Too much. Balloon. 
Bar back. Too much. Ease 
forward. Too late. Keep it fly-
ing, keep it flying, stop trying 
to land…the plane will land 
itself!). 

Touch down.  If the nose 
wheel wasn’t straight by now I’d 
know about it. 

As I taxied back to the hangar, the voice in my head told me, “Obviously 
you’re not a pilot …you just haven’t got it.”  Not true – I have got it, I will get it.

It was during my 11th hour of training when I broke the stress barrier 
and everything seemed to fall into place by itself. It was as though a psy-
chological night-shift crew had visited my brain as I slept and arranged all 
the lessons and briefings into organised files. And as if by magic, during 
my 12th hour I was able to draw on the information I needed as though I’d 
been doing it for years…my mental, cognitive and fine-motor skills flew in 
formation and a first smile emerged behind the visor of my helmet.  

Up until that point, when friends asked if I enjoyed flying, I’d respond 
with, “I don’t even notice I am flying…all I do is think!”  Now, however, I could 
answer with a resounding ‘Yes’.  

My aim in telling you this is to encourage student pilots who might be 
going through the information overload phase of their learning. You may 
find your own 11th hour in the first five hours or in 20 hours…it’s different 
for everyone. 

I once asked my other instructor, Mark Gentry, the following question, 
“How am I going…am I ahead or behind?” He responded, “What do you 
mean? There is no ahead or behind.”   

The 11th hour
BY RIC ‘THE FIREMAN’ AT TARD

AlpineAlpine
Aircraft SalesAircraft Sales

‘a delight to fly with nippy performance 
and stylish Italian lines”
Australian Flying, May - June 2013‘Fast, comfortable and economical, 

it looks great - and actually flies as 
nicely as it looks’
Pilot, November 2011

Michael Pendergast
0418 521 534

michael@alpineaircraft.com.au

Bob Keen
0429 639 770

smokeysmail@bigpond.com
Northern NSW, Qld, NT

Jim Rodgers
0457 054 123

jimrodgers01@gmail.com
Western Australia

www.alpineaircraft.com.auwww.alpineaircraft.com.au

Pioneer 200 Hawk  -  300 Hawk  -  300 Kite  -  400Pioneer 200 Hawk  -  300 Hawk  -  300 Kite  -  400

Acronym Man

Incredible view out

Stall high 20’s kts - cruise high 90’s kts

Safe stable & predictable handling

Breathtaking short field performance

Biggest cabin and best load carrier in class

Register RA-Aus or VH-

What more do you need?


Aeroprakt A22LS Foxbat	
  

Search for Aeroprakt A22


www.foxbat.com.au	
  



New aerodynamics

AEROPRAKT has announced the release of a new aircraft in 
its range - the A32.

The new model will be a 600kg gross weight 
LSA-compliant 2-seat aircraft and will be built in limited 
numbers alongside the popular A22LS and A22L2 
Foxbats. 

The A32, which has been in development for 
three years, bears a strong resemblance to the 
A22, which entered service in 1996 and has re-
mained largely unchanged since. There are more 
than 850 Foxbats flying in 42 countries. 130 of 
them are registered and flying in Australia. In the US 
the aircraft is known as the Valor’.

According to the company, the development of the 
A32 has focussed particularly on the aerodynamics of the 

airframe and ergonomics in the cabin. As a result, the company says, 
the cabin of the new model is spacious and quiet and the air-

craft will happily cruise in the 110-115kt range, without 
affecting its slow speed handling characteristics.

Peter Harlow, the Australian distributor of the Fox-
bat, reports his A32 demonstrator arrived in Aus-
tralia late in June. When this edition went to print, 
he was waiting for then aircraft to be registered. A  
formal launch will happen soon. A Sport Pilot corre-
spondent is due to fly the aircraft this month. We’ll 
have that report in the magazine soon.

Peter expects first customer deliveries later in the 
year. Prices have not been finalised but will probably be 

around A$110,000 fly-away, including registration and GST.
For more information www.foxbat.com.au. 

New Foxbat
BY BRIAN BIGG
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Ballistic parachute

Looks like an A22

New ergonomics

Neat package

“The cabin 
is spacious 
and quiet”
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BY JACK TAYLOR

For an uplifting retirement, 
reach for the sky

I T’S when you’re 4,000ft up and your Jab-
iru is spinning out of control at 600ft a 
minute towards the choppy dark waters 

of Sydney’s Warragamba Dam that you start 
to ask yourself if you’re doing something 
wrong.

The woman strapped in the seat to your right 
doesn’t move a finger to help in a crisis she has 
deliberately created, saying in a calm but stern 
voice: “I’ve told you what to do - now do it.”

With the aircraft spinning and tumbling at 
sickening speed, you try to recall what you have 
been told - in a situation like this you have to 
straighten it out before it hits the water.

Fighting the growing panic, you remember 
that when the left wing stalls first you must use 

the right rudder pedal to correct it, then ease 
the pressure on the stick. It works, as if by mag-
ic, and suddenly the plane stops spinning and 
returns to the control of the pilot. Me. Amazing.

It happened in the first few hours of the 
training to which I had treated myself as a re-
tirement gift. 

Many more nerve-jangling moments were to 
come in the months after that flight over War-
ragamba in January, 2008. But eventually the 
fog began to lift.

By April, I had experienced that momentous 
event in the life of an ageing trainee pilot, the 
once in a lifetime thrill of flying solo for the first 
time, in circuits around Sydney’s Camden Air-
port.

A few weeks, a series of written exams and 
flight tests later, I won my wings, so to speak – a 
recreational Pilot Certificate with the endorse-
ments required to spend my retirement flying 
around Australia with my wife in the passenger 
seat.

Any instructor will tell you that the older you 
are, the harder it is to learn to fly. The assump-
tion is that your reflexes, if not your brain, slow 
down, although I have yet to see any statistics 
to prove it. But it is true you may have to work 
that much harder.

In the process of becoming a pilot of sorts, I 
discovered I had entered a new world. Aviators 
are different, and all are smitten by the same 
addiction. 

The commercial pilots, the instructors and 
the hobby pilots of today are identifits of the 
people who in the world wars of last century 
would have queued up to join the air force. But 
there is a difference. If the Battle of Britain had 
been fought this century, women would also be 
among the fighter aces and casualties.

For me, flying was a lifelong ambition that 
started with the model Spitfire my airman fa-
ther brought me back from the war in 1945. I 
had to wait until close to retirement, because it 
was only then it became affordable. But I soon 
found that you don’t have to be rich to fly your 

own aeroplane, once you have worked out the 
economics of recreational aviation.

As every pilot knows, the major unavoidable 
expense is basic training which will cost several 
thousand dollars, although how many depends 
on the flight school and variables such as age 
and natural aptitude. It will be cheaper if you 
start in a glider club. It tried that in the 1960s, 
but had forgotten all I learned by the time I 
joined the Southern Cross Gliding Club at Cam-
den in 2007.

Flying comes easily and relatively cheaply to 
naturally gifted pilots. But for the rest of us, it’s 

hard work, requiring many hours of study.
After 20 training hours on gliders in 2008, I 

began a course with a Camden flying school run 
by veteran aviator Dave Maddock who spent 
many years training Qantas pilots. His fleet in-
cludes three Jabiru 160s.

My instructor, a mother of two with seemingly 
infinite patience, sat in the cockpit of the Jab like 
she was teaching reading to a five-year-old as 
she guided me through landing on one wheel 
with one wing almost touching the runway at 
65kts.

To this beginner this was scary stuff, but 
crosswind landings became a more normal part 
of my flying as I became more experienced.

Once I acquired the skills I needed to fly 
safely came the really hard bit: learning how to 
navigate not only to fly where I wanted, but to do 
so without infringing airspace or altitude restric-
tions.

When confident I could get myself and my 
passenger to our destination in one piece, I then 

had to decide what to fly.
Having learned to fly in a Jabiru, I 
decided to buy one, the fuel-effi-

cient six-cylinder J230 model 
which cruises at 120kts. 
Only problem: high cost. 
Solution: set up or join a 
syndicate.

I had one syndicate 
partner, Chris, from early 
in the project, but soon 

found a third, Thomas, 
through an ad in the Sport 

Pilot. The syndicate agreement 
was signed and after a few weeks 

combing the ads, we found what we 
wanted: a 2009 J230D ‘as new’, with 75 hours 
on the clock, at Murray Bridge in South Australia.

The birds were in full early morning song and 
a brilliant day was dawning as Thomas and I 
wheeled Jabiru 7163 out of the hangar at Mur-
ray Bridge to begin the seven-hour flight to Cam-
den, 1,300kms east.

It was the culmination of a dream for both as 
we cruised home at 120kts, dodging the clouds 
at 5,500ft and stopping to refuel at Mildura, Hay 
and Temora.

By the time we brought 7163 home on No-
vember 22, 2010, the all-up cost with insurance 
was slightly more than $90,000, about $31,000 
each.

Since then the syndicate personnel has 
changed several times and the aeroplane has 
clocked up another 390 hours flying thousands 
of kilometres around eastern Australia, often for 
overnight stops visiting places and seeing sights 
I would never reach by other forms of transport.

The syndicate survived relocation from Cam-
den to Warnervale in 2012, but in recent weeks 
members have changed addresses or circum-
stances and the decision has been made to 
disband and, sadly for all of us, sell a beautiful 
aeroplane. We hope it finds a good home.  

You don’t have 
to be rich

“For me, flying 
was a lifelong 

ambition”

READER STORYREADER STORY



31   /   SPORT  P ILOT30  /   SPORT  P ILOT

Pioneer 300 
training aircraft 

T O most people, being involved in avia-
tion is more of a dream than a real-
ity. To become a fully-fledged pilot is 

more like being on cloud nine. Garry Baum 
has realised both dreams. 

Garry and his wife, Trish, are the owners 
of Lethbridge Airport, about halfway between 
Geelong and Ballarat on the Midland Highway 
in Victoria’s Southern Goldfields. 

It was about 30 years ago Garry bought a 
Gemini Thruster after having had only one for-
mal flying lesson. He knew he wanted to be a 
pilot and actively involved in aviation and fol-
lowing that first lesson, he was hooked. Not 
only did he purchase an aircraft, he set about 
looking for somewhere to base it and so was 
born Lethbridge Airport.

“You name it, we have it flying around”, says 
Garry. Lethbridge also became the home 
of Geelong Sports Aviators with 
membership growing to around 
100 and more than 45 air-
craft on the field.  

The success of Leth-
bridge Airport has been 
attributed to a number 
of factors. Garry’s dream 
and ultimate drive to 
make it happen, the clo-
sure of Geelong Airport 
at Grovedale, making Leth-
bridge now Geelong’s region-
al airport and a grant from the 
Victorian state government of $1m 
to level and seal the main runways and tar-
mac area. 

From humble beginnings, Lethbridge Air-
port has come a long way. It is now the home of 
one of Australia’s leading recreation aviation 
training organisations, Golden Plains Aviation. 

I have owned that business for two years, 
having purchased it from aviation identity 
Bruce Vickers. Bruce still instructs with us, 
and offers tailwheel endorsements as an ad-
ditional option. Bruce has trained hundreds of 
pilots over his many years of instructing, with 
some ending up flying for Qantas and Jetstar.

The current CFI is Graham Taberner, known 
to many pilots throughout Australia for his 
training of both RA-Aus and GA pilots and pilot 
instructors in Swan Hill and Edinburgh. More 
recently, Graham worked with CASA for six 
years until his retirement to Bannockburn. We 
don’t hold that against him anymore. 

GPA offers initial training in a Tecnam Ea-

glet before pilots progress to do their cross-
country training in a fully glass cockpit Alpi 
Pioneer 300. This allows students the best of 
both worlds, graduating with their Pilot Certifi-
cate having experienced both high wing and 
low wing flying. 

GPA can also transition pilots to their Rec-
reational Pilots Licence. 

With Graham as CFI, GPA also has a tradition 
of training RA-Aus instructors. This is all com-
pleted at the airport and involves around 20 
hours of dual instruction/training and 30 hours 
of briefings and PMI. Current GA pilots are often 
attracted to becoming RA-Aus instructors and 
often make ideal flight instructors.

When asked about his vision for the air-
port, Garry has an impressive list of activities 
planned. It includes the recent sale of 17 hang-

ar sites with 63 more to follow over the 
next couple of years. The building 

of a two story terminal building 
which will include flight train-

ing facilities for RA-Aus and 
GA, a café and bar, ad-
ministrative offices and 
a flight deck overlooking 
the runways for people 
to enjoy on those barmy 
days. Further plans are 

for a small motel and 
some housing develop-

ment. Lighting for night flying 
is also on the agenda. Currently 

the CFA and Ambulance Victoria can 
land helicopters at night using the helipad and 
PAL windsock. They provide the region with 
enhanced firefighting capabilities for medical 
emergencies.

Lethbridge holds the Guinness Book of 
Records for the most number of continuous 
rolls by an aerobatic aircraft. The previous 
record was 360. Kingsley, in his Pitts Special, 
achieved over 900. 

Lethbridge is also the home of a number of 
unusual aircraft. A Russian Antinov (an2.com.
au) regularly takes people over the magnificent 
coastal scenery including the 12 Apostles, 
lunching on return at a local winery. Two Chi-
nese Nanchang military aircraft are often seen 
flying in formation around the region and over 
Geelong City. 

Lethbridge airport really has much to offer.
For more information, www.lethbridgeair-

port.com.au or www.goldenplainsaviation.
com.au. 

What dreams 
are made of

BY DAVID MACK AY

“You name it, 
we have it flying 

around”

Lethbridge Airport showing the new development

Russian Antinov  sightseeing 

READER STORY
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MGL VHF COM Radio

$1,255 delivered

Complete range of light, 
accurate, multi-function, 
advanced instruments. Straight 
swap out for standard 2.25” & 
3.5” instruments with brilliant 
one button interface & even 
more innovative features. 

Delta VHF Antennas

 
Complete Odyssey-Voyager G2 systems approx  $6,000 delivered!  
2nd Generation Odyssey

.  Extremely powerful, flexible, simple & intuitive operation in huge 10.4” and 
8.4”, high quality, high resolution, sunlight readable displays

.  Every conceivable function: all flight; HITS; VOR, ILS, GLS, GVOR; AOA; all 
engine; ‘black box’ recording; AH/Compass; GPS (m/map); terrain (2D/3D); 
integrated GPS & encoder; radio/transponder, ‘spoken voice’ alerts, integrated 
autopilot & much more!

iEFIS ...the Next Generation
A comprehensive flight, engine & navigation instrument 
designed for Experimental & LSA aircraft utilising a 
custom developed, pressure sensitive, sunlight readable 
touch screen. iEFIS combines the undeniable advantages 
of simplified operation of a touch screen with rich, 
traditional controls which are equally indispensable in 
the cockpit environment. The pressure sensitive touch 
screen operates like a tactile button preventing false 
activation when touching the screen in turbulent 
conditions. A simple and highly effective solution ... 
in 7", 8.5" & 10.4" displays.

Exclusive Australasian 
distributer for the highly 

regarded Delta Pop 
Aviation range of VHF and 

transponder antennas.

The XTreme Mini EFIS
A 4.3” colour display, 
multifunction EFIS with 
remarkable functionality at a 
remarkable price. 

All Flight and Engine 
functions*; Integrated GPS & 
encoder; Navigation; Flight path 
(GPS based flight path/‘attitude’ 
indication); Artificial horizon.* 
Auto pilot* coming soon (free 
software upgrade); EFIS fits into 
std 3.5” instrument cut-out!  

*Requires additional equipment.

$1,350 delivered!

Including all the features of its sibling Odyssey series systems the 'touch & press' screen modular iEFIS 
continues the MGL tradition of leading the industry in features, flexibility & innovation.

New advanced features  & 
design - 2.5”, large display,
230 grams. FCC approved. 

website: www.lightflying.com.au phone: (02) 6259 2002 or 0419 423 286

Complete iEFIS system
(no servos) approx            $6,000 delivered!

ASIAPAC June 2013.pdf   1   12/06/13   11:03 PM

Certified to tow a 750Kg glider

EuroFox:-
Superb Workmanship 
Rotax 912 Engine
(80Hp or optional 100Hp)
3 Blade Propeller
Short TAke-off & Landing
Stall 36Kts, Cruise 110Kts
Quick Folding WingsQuick Folding Wings
Modern Cowling & Landing Gear
(tricycle or tail wheel configuration) 
Optional Glider Tow version (works very well)

Horsham Aviation Services
ABN 65 007 339 451

Ph 03 5381 1727
info@horshamaviation.com.au
www.horshamaviation.com.au

Australian Agents For EuroFox & Dynon Avionics: 

Dynon Avionics:-
All NEW Dynon SkyView 7” or 10” 
with Terrain Awareness, Synthetic Vision,
Autopilot, GPS, Backup Battery,
Engine Monitoring and more...

EDITOR ’S  CHOICE

Hit from behind
BY BRIAN BIGG

I T was a classic ambush.
Pilots from my local area were invited by CASA and Airser-

vices to a meeting recently to discuss the future of our airport 
(Ballina Byron Gateway) and to seek our input.

‘That’s nice,” I thought. “The regulator is taking the time to listen to 
local pilots. It hasn’t always been the case. Good on them.” I should 
have known better, of course.

Only half a dozen of us turned up. That, in itself, is a problem with 
recreational flying – getting anyone to give a stuff. It’s just as difficult 
to get us all along to a meeting about the future of our airport as it is to 
get us to attend regular club meetings (guilty, your honour), fundraising 
BBQs (guilty again, your honour) or to vote for a board member (not 
guilty).

At the meeting, the 
nice people from the 
regulator asked us what 
we thought of the air-
space over the northern 
rivers. I gushed. This 
region, I told them, was 
the perfect example of 
how airspace over all of 
regional Australia should 
be operated. During the 
week, the place is a ghost 
town, but on a fine week-
end it can get very busy. 
We have a heady mix  - six 
jets a day, a scattering of 
turboprops, as well as a 
fair crowd of twins, GA, ul-
tralights, microlights and, 
up until recently, jump 
planes. 

“But, despite the vast 
differences between us,” 
I raved. “It all fits together 
seamlessly and safely”. 

I told them how, when a 
scheduled jet turns up, us little ones scatter to the four winds to give 
the big boy room to move. We know they are on a schedule and that 
schedule costs serious money. We usually aren’t going anywhere seri-
ous, so it’s not a problem to circle north of the field for a few minutes till 
they are clear. And we mostly don’t mind they usually call that they are 
inbound and 30 miles out, when really they are still 60 miles out. We 
know they do it. They want to give us time to get well away. I don’t want 
him anywhere near me either.

And we mostly forgive the Jetstar first officers who, by and large, sound 
as nervous as kittens when they approach our airport. “What’s your call 
sign again? Where are you now? What are your intentions? Where have 
you gone in the minute since I last asked you?” Geez, take a chill pill Noo-
bie. For some reason we don’t seem to have the same problem with the 
Virgin and Rex co-pilots. Lack of training maybe? Apart from those issues, 
I said, the ‘see and avoid’ principal works great with us.

Across the table, heads went down. 

It’s not that rosy, we were told and were handed a recent official re-
port. It revealed there had been a plethora of complaints about us rec-
reational types. Page after page, all filed by those self-same co-pilots 
no doubt. Reading the report, you’d be forgiven for thinking flying into 
Ballina was more dangerous than flying into Baghdad. 

We protested angrily and pressed for a specific case. The nice man 
outlined the worst complaint against us. It was from Jetstar (naturally) 
and concerned an aircraft which had to divert after the pilot discovered 
a microlight in the circuit which (allegedly) hadn’t made an inbound call. 

The report revealed the incident had happened in January, at the 
same time as the Great Eastern Fly-In was taking place. Anyone who 
has been to Evans Head during the fly-in will tell you that it’s near im-

possible to get a word 
in edgewise on the ra-
dio. The pilot involved 
swears he made the 
call. It’s just as likely it 
was overridden in the 
congestion on the fre-
quency or that the trem-
bling first officer missed 
it (Apparently the fly-in 
organisers had applied 
for a discrete frequency 
for the fly-in and been 
turned down).

Anyway, because of 
all the complaints and 
the increasing amount 
of passenger traffic to 
and from Ballina, plans 
were underway to intro-
duce a radio controller 
at the airport, no doubt 
as a precursor to a tower 

in the next few years. That 
means the airspace will no 
doubt change to a class C 
or D, which means us little 

guys will be shown the door. Turns out the meeting was them just being 
polite.  I guess we weren’t being consulted. We were being told. 

The biggest problem we faced in the meeting was that the com-
plaints were all one sided. Airline pilots have a formal structure for re-
porting incidents and they are required and encouraged to use it. We 
don’t. We just talk among ourselves and shrug it off whenever a passen-
ger jet gives us a scare. But it means that whenever an official report is 
compiled, theirs is the only opinion. We come out looking like the bad 
guys. ‘Home made aircraft putting passenger’s lives at risk!” It’s not fair 
and it’s not accurate. 

I have since put in a recommendation to our aero club that we ap-
point an official complaints officer. His or her job would be to compile 
our incident reports about the big boys and pass them officially onto 
Canberra, so next time we get ‘consulted’, we have a leg to stand on. I 
suggest if your airport has a similar traffic mix to ours, you also move to 
protect yourselves from being hit from behind. 

“I guess we weren’t being 
consulted. We were being told”
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  LEGEND 540 - AWARD WINNING

  

ALISPORT
www.alisport.com

BÜCKER & FUNK
www.bueckerundfunk.de

Composite DU Class Gliders, Self Launch 
gliders and DU glider fast build kits

FK-Lightplanes designer and specialised 
custom Vintage reproduction manufacture

  SILENT ELECTRA   FK131A 

FLY SYNTHESIS
www.fl ysynthesis.com

Carbon Fibre LSA aircraft and fast build 
E-LSA kit planes for every budget

  SYNCRO

          
covered

  SILENT TARGA

  STORCH AMPHIB  SILENT 2

  FK131B - AVAILABLE LATE 2015

  CZ AMPHIB FLOATS

  CATALINA AMPHIB

  WALLABY 582

FK-LIGHTPLANES
www.fk-lightplanes.com

Reproduction LSA warbirds, aerobatic 
biplanes, high speed cruisers and Trainers

  FK(SW)51 MUSTANG

  FK9 AMPHIB

  FK12 CONVERTIBLE

  FK14 LE MANS CONVERTIBLE

  TEXAN TC

  STORCH S

we’ve got you

AEROPILOT
www.aeropilotcz.com

Carbon fi bre LSA and UL aircraft identical to 
80% scale of a very popular GA aircraft 

  LEGEND AMPHIB

Look no further for an outstanding 
range of factory built and kit aircraft, from our 

proven European manufacturers. 
Select from our ‘best of breed’ range.

COLYAER
www.colyaer.com

Fully composite, wet wing LSA seaplanes 
and tri-gear aircraft that soar at >20:1.

  FREEDOM SER 2 AMPHIB

  MARTIN 3

  GANNETT SEAPLANE

silentwingsaviation.com
EAST COAST OFFICE  (02) 43 6930 43  |  0400 114 747     WEST COAST OFFICE  0409 962 050  |  0400 291 172       

The aircraft in this range compliment each other and are available as Tri-gear, taildragger, fl oatplane and seaplane 
confi gurations in ready to fl y and kit versions. Local stock is held and all aircraft can be delivered ex Works as custom 
built to your requirements. Professional support is provided in Aust/NZ and selected Asian countries.

Innovation through FK9 diesel engines, 
the award winner from AERO 2014. 

This year’s AERO 2015’s Best Aircraft, 
the Legend 540/600. 

  LEGEND 600 - AWARD WINNING

  FK9WB - AWARD WINNING DIESEL   WINNER AERO 2015 BEST AIRCRAFT   WINNER AERO 2014 BEST DIESEL
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FEATURE  STORY FEATURE  STORY

IN the June edition of Sport Pilot, Assistant 
Tech Manager, Jared Smith put out a call 
for someone to help him locate the very 

first aircraft registered with AUF/RA-Aus.
He said there had been more than 500 types 

of aircraft registered over the years and a total of 
5,365 aircraft. He noted that the early records 
were often dodgy and unreliable. 

“It was logical to think 10-0001 would have 
been the first.” Said Jared. “10-0001 is a Kestrel 
Kermit and yes, it is green. The aircraft now re-
sides at the Queensland Air Museum. But to my 
surprise, this particular aircraft was not actually 
registered in 1983 but had its number allocated 
in 1995. So it wasn’t the first!”

That story brought a flood of responses. Most 
of which pointed to the excellent work done by 
the late Tony Hayes a few years ago to trace the 
original aircraft.

Member Wayne Johns sent this.
“Please find photos of the first Australian Ul-

tralight put in the system in 1958. It was built by 
Peter Hodgens in 1957 in Sydney. I fly the aircraft 
on a regular basis and it’s great to fly. One of the 
photos is of a letter sent to Mr Hodgens congratu-
lating him for being the first on the new Ultralight 
aircraft system.” 

Member Brent Neill also got in touch.
“I have a Thruster Gemini which was originally 

registered 25-0001, later 25-0041. Tony Hayes 
did a lot of research and verified that my aircraft 
had, in fact, been 25-0001.

“The aircraft has been unregistered and in 
storage for some years, but when it was assem-
bled the original rego could still be seen on the 
wing. From memory, the previous owner told me 
he had purchased the aircraft from the Thruster 
factory where it had been used for certification 
testing and ballistic parachute recovery testing. 
It was registered 25-0041 when he acquired it. I 
still have the owner’s manual which came with it.

“I also have a single seat Thruster, which I re-
covered from a property in my local area. It was in 
a shelter made from shade cloth suspended from 
a gum tree on the bank of a river, so it isn’t in the 
best of condition. Tony Hayes seemed to think it 
was one of the first single seat Thrusters built.”

Steve Robards also contributed.
“For many years the rego numbers for AUF 

and RA-Aus aircraft were sequentially allocated 
and were not reissued to newer aircraft. The air-
craft register listing for many years showed the 
10-001 aircraft to be a Skycraft Scout Series 3 
and the 25-001 aircraft was the first TST Thruster 
that was the used for the certification process (I 
was part of this program during the mid-eighties).

“Around 2002 I travelled to Lightning Ridge to 
recover two ultralights. One was a series one La-
ziair and the other a Series 3 Skycraft Scout. Both 
required rebuilding.

I had assembled the Lazair from a kit in 1981 
when I worked for the Australian distributer. 

THE 
SEARCH 

FOR 
NUMBER 

ONE

BY BRIAN BIGG

The Turbulent

Thruster 25-0001
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P ILOT  TALK

Joe and the General
BY THE OPS TEAM

L AST month we talked about the dan-
gers when pilots don’t fully consider 
the factors which may contribute to 

increased risks. 
The goal was to prompt pilots to speak up if 

they saw someone contemplating doing some-
thing risky. The “see something, say some-
thing” principle does work. I have firsthand 
experience that it does.

I first met Joe (not his real name) when I 
was a CFI. Joe was actually introduced to me 
as ‘The General’, which was pilot shorthand for 
‘General Disaster’.

The General was almost 50 and had been 
flying GA aircraft for 10 years. He’d had a break 
for about the same length of time to raise a 
family and live life, as often happens, and was 
just getting back into it.

The General was one of those strong per-
sonalities we all see at airports - a colourful 
personality with a firm conviction he was the 
best pilot on the field. 

These types are always hard to talk to seri-
ously about flying, because they are convinced 
of their own skill level and pretty sure of them-
selves. The General would attend hangar par-
ties and aero club functions, usually talking in 
a loud voice, trying to convince all around him 
he was an expert on whatever was being dis-
cussed.  

Now he had time on his hands and a spare 
$10,000 in his pocket, the General had start-
ed to build a high wing tail dragger. His goal, 
he declared to all and sundry, was to build a 
‘genuine’ ultralight to fly locally.

I had previously flown with Joe and noted 
he was a different personality in the cock-
pit - disciplined, with good aircraft handling 
skills and situational awareness. The General 
only seemed to exist on the ground. Maybe, I 
thought, he believed he was supposed to act 
that way because of the people he had previ-
ously flown with? 

The General had talked long and loudly 
about taking his new machine for an early 
morning flight, even though it was not yet reg-
istered or fully assessed. His main purpose, it 
appeared, was to come back to tell us all about 
his success. 

A number of pilots and maintainers at the 
airport told me they were deeply worried about 
the General. The majority view was that he was 
shortly going to hurt himself and bend his new 
aircraft, or worse, kill himself, leaving a wife 
and teenage daughter behind. Either way, the 
General’s talk about just taking off one morn-
ing was problematic. 

I decided to take the bull by the horns, or the 

General by the lapels at least, and talk to him 
about his plans. As you might appreciate, this 
was not an easy thing to do. The General had 
about 300 hours in his logbook, mostly aero-
batic nose wheel aircraft, and he had a strong 
conviction that if it had wings, he could fly it!

I took the General up in my training aircraft, a 
nose wheel, on a day when there was a reason-
able amount of traffic to create an ideal busy 
cockpit. During the course of the flight, I started 
talking to him and asking him questions. What 
I was trying to do was gradually overload the 
General to the point where his flying skills of 
300 hours would be overwhelmed by the work-
load. I asked him to make the radio calls, tell me 
about the other traffic and requested he main-
tain an accurate circuit pattern.

As expected, the workload and his lack of 
currency began to take its toll and he became 
overloaded. Once safely back on the ground, 
we talked about the flight. Eventually I asked 
him how, if he couldn’t fly a simple nose wheel 
aircraft well, what chance did he have flying a 
tail wheel, high drag and low inertia aircraft on 
its first test flight?

This exercise was not done with the intent 
of embarrassing the General and I didn’t tell 
anyone at the airport about what I had done. 
But it did make the General understand why 
extra training and care needed to be taken.

Around this time, close to the end of the 
build process, something else happened to 
the General. He changed jobs. He started 
working for himself, which meant transforming 
his personal dress code, mannerisms and de-
meanour. The General started to change and I 
decided another change was required.

I started calling the General by his real 
name. When I introduced Joe to locals, I 

would always take care to remind them I had 
been flying with him, which often produced 
startled looks. 

Joe and I spent a lot of time together, dis-
cussing a plan for how to get him back to flying 
standard so he could safely conduct the test 
flight on his new machine. We started to work 
on a plan for the first flight - which runway to 
use, what weather conditions and time of day 
would be best, how long the first flight should 
be, what we were going to do after the first 
flight - all the details the General had not taken 
into account, but which Joe was really thinking 
about.  Joe also starting talking to pilots with a 
lot of experience test flying, he watched You-
tube to learn from other tail dragger pilots and 
he researched what others had done to build 
an appropriate test program.   

I also started telling other pilots and main-
tainers about the change in Joe and the faith I 
had he was not going to hurt himself or the air-
craft. To their credit, many of the pilots who had 
avoided flying with the General, went out of their 
way to take Joe flying in their aircraft and add to 
his experience. Joe was in seventh heaven. He 
got to fly all sorts of aircraft, gained valuable ex-
perience and transformed himself into a credit-
able pilot in the eyes of his peer group.      

When the big day of the test flight arrived, 
Joe was as ready as he could be. And naturally, 
the test flight went off without a hitch. 

Joe now has over 150 hours in his new air-
craft. He flies it all over the country, enjoying 
what RA-Aus is all about in his $10,000 home 
built.

This a true story. Did we really make a dif-
ference in Joe’s life? I would like to think so. 

See something, say something and do 
something. 

FEATURE  STORY

A DODGY PAST
IN 2007 TONY HAYES CONTRIBUTED AN OPINION TO THE RECREATIONAL  

FLYERS FORUM ON THE SUBJECT OF REGO NUMBERS. 
ONCE an aircraft is first registered with AUF/
RA-Aus the serial number is irrevocably 
bound to the issued registration number. 
This union forever remains in place whether 
the aircraft is actually still in existence or 
not. So a registration number cannot be re-
issued in the future to a different aircraft. 
Many members, for example, believe if they 
buy an unregistered aircraft they have to 
apply for a new registration. If the aircraft 
has been registered then the database will 
throw up the number and that rego number/
serial number combination will be re-issued.  
But both AUF and RA-Aus were plagued by 
irresponsible members rorting the system. 
The biggest one was failing to transfer regis-
tration/ownership at the point of sale. There 
were cases where an owner was three or 
more times removed from a previous owner 
in whose name the aircraft still was regis-
tered. The prime reason for this was to evade 

the UACR requirements of transfer which, in 
consequence, weakened the Airworthiness 
system. 

But equally it could have been sim-
ple laziness doing the paperwork.  
In one case AUF got itself into an awkward 
position by accepting a registration transfer 
where the aircraft was being purloined with-
out the owner’s knowledge. I lay no blame at 
AUF’s feet for that. They were just trying to be 
pro-active in support of their membership. 
But as a consequence we got a string of new 
forms and controls on transfers (which I to-
tally support). I would most strongly urge any-
one buying a second hand aircraft that if you 
do nothing else, do not part with any money 
unless you have the previous owner’s signa-
ture and details on the RA-Aus transfer form. 
Download this yourself and present it for sig-
nature at the time of purchase. Do not accept 
“I do not have the form here, but I will forward 

it to you later”. RA-Aus will not transfer the 
rego until it has that signature and details.  
From my earliest days in AUF I was fascinated 
why there was so much secrecy regarding the 
central register. The usual answer was that 
the policy was to protect the privacy of mem-
bers. It did that all right, but it was only pro-
tecting the shonks and saw AUF effectively 
robbing itself of income and encouraging, as 
well as affording protection to, the pirates. 
Those people could fly openly with lapsed 
registration numbers on their aircraft or 
evade paying landing fees.

25-0001 and 10-0001 exist and are fly-
able. They are an enduring monument to a 
movement now over a quarter of a century 
old that few in authority ever thought would 
survive.

To read all of Tony’s posting visit http://
www.recreationalflying.com/threads/should-
95-0001-come-back-your-views.1095/.

It had never been placed on the register. The 
Scout had a small metalised sticker on the fuse 
tube with the AUF logo and was inscribed with 
the number 10-001. 

“I was more interested in the Lazair and the 
Scout was part of the deal. I contacted my flying 
buddy, Arthur Walker, who was a Scout fanatic 
and who owned quite a few Scouts over the years, 
including the Viva Scout now owned by Holbrook 
Museum. Arthur took 001 and returned it to air-
worthy condition and set it up for both land and 
float capabilities. Arthur sent the appropriate 
paper work with enclosed cheque to the then 
AUF but it was never processed, nor the cheque 
cashed (We flew the crap out of it anyway for cou-
ple years). (RA-Aus does not approve of this by the 
way - Ed)

“I also participated in the certification of the 
TST Thruster that was the first two seat ultralight 
to pass the certification process and it was this 
Thruster which was issued with the 25-001 rego 
number.

“I was contacted by the late Tony Hayes who 
started documenting the history of the single and 
two seat Thrusters and their variants. During the 
course of our conversations I was told of how both 
these rego numbers ended up on other aircraft. 
Not a proud period for the AUF.

“I tried to recover both rego numbers for some 
time until the board changed the ruling on con-
secutive numbers. The aircraft listings show the 
Kestrel as 10-001 and the Drifter as 19-001 but 
I believe these two aircraft should be stripped of 
these numbers and the numbers reissued to the 
proper aircraft.“ 

The real 10-001
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Aviation Insurance
Save Money, Save Time,

Go Online

Subject to acceptable underwriting criteria - AFS241402

Get a quote today at

For aviation broking advice, call us on 

(08) 8271 9677

• Cover for RA Aircraft Including: 

Two-Stroke & Weight Shift

• Great Rates With Broad Coverage

• No Claim Bonus & Discount Options

• Monthly Instalment Option Coming Soon

WWW.PSBGROUP.COM.AU

With Full Broking Service Support

READER STORY

THE good old EPIRB.
When the proverbial hits the fan, press the little red button and 
rescue teams fall over themselves to save the day.  Guaranteed 

to be a life saver… or is it?
Of course you have to be conscious and physically capable of activat-

ing it. And often aviators don’t get the opportunity to punch the button 
before its too late.

Personally, I don’t rely on it... I always have a backup plan.
In the past my plan was a note with a friend, a booked SARTIME or I 

submitted a detailed Full SAR flight plan. Unfortunately these systems, 
while well-meaning, cost precious time. The SAR teams may have a 
search area stretching into thousands of square kilometres. 

The other issue is our freedom to choose not only our destination but 
the route to that destination. Sometimes we just choose to follow our nos-
es on a whim. As a seaplane pilot, all manner of lakes, rivers and bays are 
potential landing areas for me - each of them begging for a touch and go, 
just for the hell of it.  But without a detailed flight plan, who really knows 
where you are?

A tool we in the Seaplane Pilots Association have been actively en-
couraging for the past three years is the ‘Find Me SPOT GPS Tracker’.

It’s basically a GPS tracker which sends a signal every 10 minutes 
with your location. It can send simple text messages even if you are out of 
mobile phone range. It’s simple to operate. Before take-off, press once to 
start the tracker and after landing, press once to stop it.

The tracking data is uploaded to a satellite every 10 minutes and if 
you hit the SOS button, the team at SPOT in Alabama, USA, will instantly 
receive your call for help and notify the SAR team in Australia.

If you have someone at home following your progress, on the ‘FIND ME 
SPOT’ app they can see your real time track with coordinates and UTC times.

If you run out of fuel, get a flat tyre on a remote strip and have no 
phone coverage, you can punch the ‘HELP ME’ button and a text mes-
sage is sent to friends and family so they can organise a recovery mission.

In the worst case scenario, if you’ve banged the plane in and are lay-
ing there unconscious, injured or worse, the SPOT will still ping your loca-
tion. Once an alert has been raised that you’re not moving (because you 
haven’t turned your tracker off) a rescue mission will be organised with 
your precise location in hand.

Unfortunately, the first time I learnt the value of this device was on a 
major expedition in far north Queensland in 2012. A fellow seaplane pilot 
had been heading down the west coast of Cape York when he crashed 
north of Weipa. We were a day behind, following in two seaplanes, and 
every time we landed we looked at the tracker to see how our mate was 
progressing. At Cooktown we noted he hadn’t shut off his tracker after a 
water landing. The tracker had logged about 20 reports from the same 
remote location.

We alerted the ANSA team to his co-ordinates and they sent a police 
helicopter. Within two hours the crashed aircraft was found in trees be-
side a creek. Unfortunately our friend had died on impact. 

What brought it home to us was that our friend had planned to travel 
from Cape York to Adelaide and he rarely sent details of his plans, so 
without the tracker, where would we have started looking?

A SPOT tracker can be had on Ebay for as little as US$180 and for just 
a little more in Australian camping stores, such as Anaconda.

You have to sign up to the service to send text messages.  I bought 
a 12 month package for around US$80 for the basic service, which pro-
vides for 100 text messages. 

It could be the best aviation investment you make.
For more information, www.findmespot.com  

Spot me save me
BY ROHAN WHIT TINGTON
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DES IGN NOTES

All about the office
DESIGNING YOUR OWN AIRCRAF T BY DAVE DANIEL

A IRLINE pilots often fondly refer to the 
cockpit as ‘the office’, but for those 
of us who fly recreationally maybe 

‘the workshop’ would be a better analogy. 
Somewhere to spend an hour or two engaged 
in honing our skills or mastering a technical 
challenge for pleasure. The analogy does not 
end there. Like all good workshops the cock-
pit should be well ordered and uncluttered; 
laid out so the tools we require fall imme-
diately to hand without fuss or distraction. 
Conversely, clutter and disorganisation are 
an accident waiting to happen. 

Many a good aeroplane has been let down 
by a cockpit which was an afterthought, with 
controls, instruments, and in the worst cases, 
the pilot, stuffed in wherever there was space. 

Because it’s no secret that pilot error is a 
killer, every designer should focus on avoiding 
their cockpit design becoming an accessory to 
murder!

Fundamentally, the cockpit should be re-
garded as a tool which allows the pilot to safely 
conduct all the tasks required for a successful 
flight. So let’s take a look at some of the key 
features of a well-designed cockpit, starting at 
the bottom with comfort. 

Comfort can be overlooked in the unrelent-
ing quest to save weight and avoid drag. But af-
ter a couple of hours in an uncomfortable seat, 
with no blood flow below the knees, a sore neck 
and a numb hand from holding a vibrating stick, 
it’s easy to see why comfort is also a safety is-
sue. Heat is another important consideration, 
especially in Australian conditions, as anyone 
with a bubble canopy will attest! Adequate 
shading and ventilation, especially when on the 
ground, are vital. Unfortunately providing shade 
is often directly in competition with the next 
critical consideration, visibility. 

When flying in a ‘see and avoid’ environment, 
being able to spot other aircraft is an obvious ne-
cessity, so the pilot should be given the widest 
possible sight lines. Structural considerations 
mean most aircraft are going to fail to deliver a 
Drifter pilot’s field of view, but structures in the 
pilot’s line of sight, such as door posts, should 
be kept as slender as possible, requiring only 
a small movement of the head to look around. 
Downward view over the nose is an important 
consideration, ideally allowing the end of the run-
way to be kept in sight during the entire landing 
flare, while accepting that this can be all but im-
possible to achieve in a tractor engined tail-drag-
ger design. Looking sideways, the view should 
preferably extend from 45° up to 45° down, 
although as little as 30° either way is not uncom-
mon. Bear in mind that if sideways visibility is lim-

ited to 30° even a fairly mildly banked turn will 
obscure both the horizon and the airspace you 
are about to turn into.

Next up is cabin space. Ensuring there is 
adequate clearance around the controls to al-
low their full travel is an obvious requirement, 
but potentially less obvious is the need to have 
enough elbow room to get the stick fully back 
and enough knee room to apply full rud-
der. Also Murphy’s Law dictates 
that if there is some way of ac-
cidentally jamming the con-
trols it is bound to happen 
and this not only applies to 
the stick itself. So be es-
pecially wary of openings 
in which dropped items 
can find their way, espe-
cially items rolling around 
at floor level.

The minimum cabin width 
typically given in design texts is 
500mm (20”) per person, but given 
the size of most of us these days, I’d be 
aiming for at least 600mm if you don’t want a 
cockpit which is unpleasantly claustrophobic.

Instrument panel layout and human fac-
tors are an entire subject by themselves, but 
without going into great depth, there are some 

standard rules. The basic T shaped primary in-
strument layout (with airspeed, attitude and al-
timeter across the top row from left to right and 
turn coordinator, heading indicator and VSI on 
the bottom row), is a well-established standard 
and gives consistency between aircraft. Com-
mon sense says using this arrangement is a 
good idea, unless of course you are installing a 

glass cockpit or don’t plan to install all 
of these instruments. Switches, 

especially the mags and mas-
ter, should be easily acces-

sible and visible, but also 
not in danger of being 
bumped or caught while 
operating the other con-
trols. A similar require-
ment applies to throttle, 
mixture, prop, gear and 

flap levers. A tactile means 
of telling these controls 

apart, without looking at them, 
by using different shaped knobs is 

also a standard practice in certified air-
craft and is a worthwhile enhancement.

Sadly many ultralights cockpits fall short in 
crash worthiness. There is a lot to be learned 
from the automotive industry on this front. 
Avoiding having exposed sharp edges in the 

cockpit is a sensible starting point. This will 
limited injuries during a survivable crash (I’m 
sure everyone would agree not having your 
face hit the structure in the first place is a bet-
ter solution). A decent four point harness is a 
lot cheaper than facial reconstruction surgery 
and not hitting your head could be the differ-
ence between escaping a burning aircraft or 
being knocked unconscious. Which control 
style is safer during a crash is a point of some 
debate. Given the choice would you rather 
head butt a yoke or get impaled on a centre 
stick? It’s not much of a choice and I’d opt for 
neither, taking the Jabiru solution of a Y stick 
between the seats (or a side stick in a single 
seater) which effectively keeps the area di-
rectly in front of the pilot free of obstructions.

Still on the subject of crashing, ideally the 
fuselage structure should form both a safety 
cell, to protect the occupants, and crumple 
zones for energy dissipation. In a crash, the 
safety cell should maintain its shape and 
prevent any external intrusions into the cabin 
space. The remainder of the structure should 
be designed to maximise energy absorption, 
gradually collapsing during an impact, dis-
sipating energy and limiting the peak decel-
eration experienced by the occupants. On this 
front, the choice of construction materials can 
have a large impact. The alloys typically used 
for construction of tube and sheet metal air-
craft are relatively ductile and can dissipate 
large amounts of energy in a crash, if they are 
used in an appropriately designed structure. 
Composites, on the other hand, tend to be 
more brittle, although this property is heavily 
dependent on the particular materials used. 
Carbon fibre is notably bad for brittle failure. 
However adding aramid (Kevlar) fabrics to the 
cabin layup should provide excellent protec-
tion against penetration; after all it’s the same 
stuff used in bulletproof vests.

Ease of access and egress is a problem in 
many aircraft, often requiring an act of contor-
tion. This is not just a matter of convenience. 
You seldom have to get into a plane quickly but 
making an emergency exit should be as quick 
and straightforward as possible. Doors which 
can be opened when the aircraft is inverted 
are well worth considering. Hinged canopies 
look good, but if they can’t be opened with 
the plane on its back you should carry some 
means of breaking your way out.

I’ve barely scratched the surface of cockpit 
design in this article, but hopefully next time 
you sit in your plane you’ll see your cockpit in a 
new light... or at least wonder why they didn’t 
bother to include cup holders. 

“The 
pilot should be 

given the widest
possible sight 

lines”

Fig 1 - Guidelines for Cockpit Dimensions
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A IRCRAFT  REVIEWAIRCRAFT  REVIEW

I DON’T fly in the Colby 503, I wear it! It is 
as close as I can get to actually strapping 
a device onto my butt. Its empty weight is 

just 146kg and MTOW weight is 300kgs so 
it’s like a kitten playing with wool in even light 
winds. It has 15% more wing area than a two-
seat Piper Tomahawk and, with 48hp, only a 
little less than half the Tomahawk’s power. 
With all this, and a wing loading of just 22.4 
kg/m2 compared to the Tomahawk’s 65 kg/
m2, this little low range rocket has attitude 
to burn.

I was looking for a single seat air-
craft I could trailer. Nothing flash, 
just simple. I heard there was 
a Colby503 near Brisbane 
so I called the owner, Colin 
Thorpe, and he invited 
me down to the hangar 
at Heck Field to view his 
masterpiece.

It looked neat and 
sporty; blue and white with 
a black boom. The panel 
was practical and the fabric 
in excellent condition. Colin had 
recently removed the original Rotax 
477 and replaced it with a Rotax 503 giv-
ing it the design maximum power-to-weight ra-
tio. This would put it at the top end of its per-
formance ability. All it needed was test flying to 
check the motor installation.

The test was uneventful. Its take-off proved 
as short as the book suggested and climb-out at 
Vy was phenomenal. In cruise, I had to pull the 
RPM to 5,300 to cruise level at 55kts – playing 
with the throttle quickly demonstrated full power 
could exceed the Vne of 65kts even in a climb. 
Visibility was superb; the low pod-nose profile 
gave a fantastic view ahead. In fact, maintain-
ing height and 55kts needed the pointy bit of 
the pod nearly 30° below the horizon. Smitten, 
I bought it and ferried it to Boonah where, after 
some re-building work, I set out to make friends 
with my acquisition.

The Colby main wheels must be chocked 
for parking and starting because there are no 
brakes. Engine starting is simple - fuel cock ON, 
choke ON, mag ON, then bring the fuel pressure 
up with the electric pump and turn the pump 

Flying         	
  Colby

BY ROB KNIGHT

“It’s the 
best toy I have 

ever had”

to ‘OFF’. Call to clear the prop, grasp the pull-
start handle firmly and pull the engine over. It 
usually runs on the second or third pull. Set the 
idle to 2,500 RPM. Choke to OFF, and then get 
seated and harness up. I have a Yaesu FT-230 
VHF transceiver clipped within easy reach and a 
PTT switch velcroed onto the stick. With a good 
headset the system works just fine.

Having no brakes and a powerful engine, 
taxi speed rises exponential and must be care-
fully controlled. With the high boom and motor, 
and the stretchy-cord suspension, fast corner-
ing causes listing that the Titanic would envy, 
so wind under a wing would make a tip strike 
almost inevitable.

DVAs are simple – Master ON, Fuel – cock 
on, back-pump ON and sufficient for flight, 
Instruments – tacho functioning, note altim-
eter reading airfield elevation, compass read-
ing about right, Temps where they should be, 

harness tight, radio secure, check full-and-free 
controls. How simple is that?

Check traffic and line-up. By the time the 
throttle is fully open the aircraft is airborne, 30ft 
AGL and climbing. The speed must be curtailed 
by raising the nose. At 31kts, 24.3 seconds on 
the stopwatch will see 500ft change on the al-
timeter. This equates to 1,240 feet per minute. 
At this airspeed the climb angle is phenomenal. 
The aircraft goes up like a lift with windows.

There is time to gather a feel for the controls 
during climb. For such a light aeroplane the ai-
lerons are heavy. Large and full span and they 
give a roll rate comparable to a Cessna 172. The 
elevator is much lighter and very lively, making 
it easy to over control in pitch. The rudder, also 
heavyish, is adequately effective and average in 
weight and response.

Levelling off follows the same process as 
with any other light aircraft – first attitude and 

then power back to cruise. In the Colby, the pow-
er must be reduced quickly to avoid exceeding 
the Vne. Level cruise at 5,300 RPM gives about 
55kts and, at my weight and with half a tank 
of gas (20 litres), it flies hands-off. The visibility 
is marvellous – over the nose or out to either 
side. Looking over the side I can see the wheels 
slowly revolving in the airflow. I can reach out 
and stop them with my fingers. In how many 
other aircraft can you do that it, eh?

Turns are straightforward. There is plenty of 
adverse yaw but co-ordination poses no difficul-
ty. However, I notice in climbing turns a marked 
overbank tendency, a function of the light wing 
loading. At angles of bank at and above about 
45° the wings do a lot of flexing and, although 
the aircraft is stressed to +4G and -3G, I do pre-
fer to waggle the wings with the stick and not sit 
and watch them doing it without me.

Basic stalls end in a sinking mush with a 

bobbing nose. I don’t like doing stalls in the 
Colby - this 503 engine is free-air cooled, and 
low power encourages under-lubrication and 
over-cooling. With some power on it is reluctant 
to stall and wallows around at about 8 KIAS. 
Feeling the airflow through my hair, it’s probably 
around 15 to 18kts. Lateral control is vague but 
it just sinks, nose high and with the wings level. 
I have never tried a full power stall, engine oper-
ating parameters preclude it.

The glide ratio lists as 7:1 and I believe it! 
But, as a rule I don’t glide it – I use power in 
descents to minimise over-cooling. The book 
value for best L/D is 31kts but this is too slow 
for approaches. With little mass and bags of 
drag, gusts rip-off airspeed so IAS decay is 
abrupt. I maintain a minimum of 45kts on a 
calm day and 50kts if I suspect a few gusts.

Downwind checks are minimal, fuel pump 
on, mentally recall the fuel/time remaining in 

the tank, harness tight and lookout. Base turn 
is just past the runway’s end as the high drag 
makes the approach naturally steep. Float is 
short because drag is high and the aeroplane 
settles into its feather-bed-like undercarriage 
oh so sweetly. Elevator effectiveness vanishes 
without slipstream and the nose wheel quickly 
settles. Holding back elevator to unload the 
nosewheel, the speed just evaporates. The 
distance I use on a normal landing over 15 
metres is around 120 metres but a short land-
ing in the right conditions would reduce that 
substantially.

Looking at this unique little aircraft sitting 
on the ground makes me want to grin from ear 
to ear. It is like a model aeroplane – but one 
I can actually fly. As someone said to me – I 
should have made it bigger and put radio con-
trols in it. It might be a toy, but it’s the best toy 
I have ever had. 

the

Formation

Formation grin

Take-off is shortThe Colby climbs well
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FL IGHT  INSTRUCTOR’S  FORUM

The race to solo
BY PROFESSOR AVIUS AVIATION GURU

GOING solo for the first time in any air-
craft is an event in a pilot’s life that 
will stay with them forever. 

Some compare it to the birth of their kids or 
their first kiss. It surely rates as one of the most 
memorable moments in a person’s lifetime.

Around the hangar or clubhouse you will often 
hear students and pilots talk about how many 
hours of training they did before going solo.

Scarily though sometimes, it seems to be 
a measuring stick of a pilot’s abilities which, of 
course, could not be further from the truth.

The Professor has heard tales of pre-solo 
instructional times being as low as four hours! 
Which is something that sends a shiver down 
his spine.

Before being sent aloft alone, a pilot must 
not only be able to takeoff, perform a circuit and 
land safely, but must also be able to manage 
various types of minor and major emergencies 
- everything from an open unlatched door to a 
partial or full engine failure. The instructor send-
ing a student solo should ask him/herself one 
question before stepping out. “Will this pilot be 
okay if the proverbial hits the fan?” 

It’s a difficult question to answer with any 
sort of surety, but there are some things instruc-
tors can do to give the student the best pre-solo 
readiness.

It all starts with the correct and orderly pro-
gression through the basic flying sequences. 
The first few lessons are crucially important 
when building the skillset and should never 
be rushed or bypassed. Effects of controls, 
straight and level, climbing, descending, turn-
ing and stalling should all be covered before the 
student is taught to land the aeroplane.  The 
basic skills will be refined during the hours of 
circuit training, but they are the building blocks 
for everything which comes later. 

OBJECTIVE BASED 
This is a key to efficient and safe preparation 
for a pilot. A good instructor should set and de-
fine the objectives for the next flight, then focus 

the lesson on achieving those objectives. For 
instance, early circuit training objectives would 
be things like:

• �Recognising  and maintaining a good  
climb attitude;

• Basic circuit shape, turning points etc;
• Maintaining height;
• Distance from the runway;
• Speed control.

Once the student has had a couple of hours 
working on those objectives, he/she can move 
onto more complex objectives such as:

• Radio calls;
• Downwind/ pre-landing checks;
• Approach angles;
• Effects of wind;
• Accurate touchdown point.
 

If, before the flight, the student has the objec-
tives clearly defined and the lesson is then 
aimed at those objectives, they stand the best 
chance of progressing at a reasonable rate. 
They also get to feel a small win with each flight 
which is also important. A good pre-flight brief-
ing, focusing on the objectives and revising the 
ones from the previous lessons is a must. The 
lesson should end with a debrief, focussing on 
the successes, rather than the failures.

THE LANDINGS
Obviously, a student needs to be able to land 
the aeroplane safely. That includes being able 
to recover from a small bounce or missed align-
ment, decaying or increasing airspeed etc. If the 
student has not demonstrated this ability during 
their circuit training, the instructor should induce 
some unusual landing pictures and guide the 
student through the recovery procedure, with an 
emphasis always being placed on the go-round.

Once the landings are under control, the em-
phasis should shift towards emergency and non 
standard procedures.

Obviously the big one is the EFATO and en-
gine failures anywhere in the circuit. But there 

are others which also need to be covered and 
checked:

• �Flap failure, stuck extended, and  
retracted;

• Radio failure;
• Door unsecure;
• Airspeed and other instrument failures;
• Traffic interfering with the circuit;
• Diversion or holding;
• Unexpected runway change;
• Bad bounce after touchdown.

If the student is given lots of encouragement 
and the training sequences are clear, orderly 
and backed up with clearly defined objectives, 
he/she will reach a solo standard in a time 
frame which suits their abilities. 

We should never encourage the “how quick-
ly did you solo?” question as a measure of a pi-
lot’s abilities or success, especially during the 
crucial early training phase. 
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LLEARNING TO  FLY

Passenger approval
BY ANTHONY SIBARY

WHEN I completed the necessary hours for a passenger en-
dorsement, I asked my CFI, Dave Rolfe, if we could complete 
a check flight. The response of a resounding yes meant that 

after some theory revision and a pre-flight, we were airborne and head-
ed into the training area.

The weather conditions were ideal and Dave was keen to see how I han-
dled the Jabiru. I am happy to report all went well. He focused his questions 
on the various settings and airspeeds relevant to having two people in the 
aircraft. I also went through the safety procedures, should there be an issue 
when carrying a passenger. After some upper air work and several touch 
and go landings, it was time for a full stop landing on 36R. As is often the 
case at YOAS, the wind conditions had changed since our last touch and 
go. We were still good for 36, but a check of the windsock showed a slight 
crosswind. 

I can honestly say the landing was a good one and I was able to dem-
onstrate the correct technique for the conditions, which impressed Dave. 
With my log book entry certified by my CFI and the paperwork on its way to 
RA-Aus, I could not wait to let my son know he could go flying with his dad.

When the day arrived, we headed to YOAS under a clear blue sky and 
it was tough figuring out which of us was the most excited. One thing I did 
know was that to get here had taken a lot of work and time. On this day I was 
determined to show my son what I have learned and, above all, make it fun.

Having completed the necessary CASA paperwork, I realised this was 
the first time my son had been to the Oaks and met the gang. He finally got 
to know the people I had been spending all my time with. Following my pre-
flight, I made sure he was safely secured in the aircraft and we headed out 
to the 36L run-up bay.

From take-off to touchdown nothing wiped the smile from his face. I ex-
plained how the intercom worked and reminded him to please keep his 
huge feet away from the rudder pedals. I showed him how I made the air-

craft roll and how we descended by reducing the throttle. I explained it was 
important to keep the aircraft flying in balance, using both the aileron and 
rudder. Also, how important it was to keep the ball in the centre. It was fun 
demonstrating this using the rudder pedals.

What an awesome passenger he was. Asking questions, taking pictures 
and videoes and telling me he was loving it. We flew out to the coast near 
Bulli and then back over Warragamba Dam, before returning to YOAS. Clear 
skies and smooth air made for a lovely day up there.

As we taxied back to parking he said “Thanks Dad that was great, I’m so 
proud of you!” Yes, I had a tear in my eye. Can it get any better than that? As 
ever, a huge thank you to my CFI, Dave Rolfe, and to John Taru for letting me 
fly his pride and joy. And to my son, you are awesome mate!

That is one of the many things I love about flying. The ability we have to 
share it with others. To take family and friends up into the sky and let them 
see for themselves what it is we are always raving about.

See you (and maybe your friends and family) in the pilot’s lounge for 
cocktails and debriefing. 

PO Box 30 DENMAN NSW 2328 
Dexter Burkill — 0428 686 396 (Denman) 
Sean Griffin — 0499 030 659 (The Oaks) 

www.atecplanes.com.au  
email: atecplanes@bigpond.com 

FAETA 
All Carbon Fibre  

Factory Built LSA 

ZEPHYR 
Carbon Fibre Fuselage 

Composite/Fabric Flying Surfaces 
Factory Built LSA or Quick Build Kit 

Powered by the ROTAX 912 range 

STOL Performance with 120kt cruise 

Wollongong beaches

Proud father
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I HAVE always been a fan of the Cessna 182, not normally a sub-
ject of this magazine. They are roomy, have good short-field per-
formance and reputedly can carry more or less what you can fit 

inside them.  
The last flight I had in one was a beautiful late-model example.  My 

friend, the owner, had just filled it up with fuel before a short flight from 
Canberra to Moruya.  It carries more fuel than I normally use to fly from 
Goulburn to the Flinders Ranges and back.  You can buy a 40-year old 182 
with around 5,000 hours on it for about $70,000, or import a really nice 
one, less than 10 years old, for around $300,000.  The cheaper one may 
have issues.  What is more, they turn a two-hour flight in my Jabiru into a 
flight of just one hour 20 minutes, which may be important for some.  But 
they burn around 50L/hr and 
use expensive parts.

A few years ago, while fly-
ing through central Queens-
land in moderate turbulence 
at 8,500ft, I could hear pilots 
requesting altitudes above 
15,000ft to escape turbulence.  
Unless your Cessna 182 is 
equipped with oxygen, it will not 
help you out in these circum-
stances.  Perhaps something 
like a Lancair Legacy, which is 
seriously fast and pressurised, 
and also seriously expensive to 
buy and run, might do it.

It is always possible to find 
an aircraft incrementally more 
capable than the one you have, 
or reasonably able to afford, 
but the word ‘incrementally’ 
is the point.  If we reverse the 
argument, people have flown 
trikes around Australia. It 
is not something I want to 
do, but it can be done.  But 
here is the thing.  It is prob-
ably no cheaper than doing 
the same trip with an aircraft 
with considerably more capa-
bility.  There is always a sweet spot, or at least a sweet area.

I think that for reasonably comfortable touring you would want, as a 
minimum, a two-seat enclosed aircraft.  I am not a fan of tandem seating 
in aircraft, but each to his own.  Cruising speed is important because a 
headwind is vastly more significant in a slow aircraft than a fast one in 
terms of range.

A host of manufacturers have attempted to find this sweet spot and the 
majority offer kits or completed aircraft.  They have in common an enclosed 
cockpit, two seats side by side, around 100kts cruise, 40kt stall and are 
powered by engines from 80 to 100hp, usually either Jabiru or Rotax.  And 
they can manage a take-off from a relatively short rough strip. Discussions 
persist about the optimal build material, but it is probably largely irrelevant, 
unless you plan to build.  My preference is to build in aluminium, an issue 
I addressed in a previous article, but there is no way you can achieve the 
smooth complex curves possible in a composite structure.

The performance described above is pretty fixed.  That is, an 80hp 
aircraft carrying two people will not cruise in excess of 100kts, if it stalls 
at 40kts.  So adding capability to your preferences will mean degrading 
performance somewhere else, by increasing engine power, fuel capacity 
and consumption and weight.  There is no free lunch, such an aircraft is 
going to cost more to purchase and operate.

Using Jabiru as an example, as I would, the Jabiru 160 has wing tanks 
which hold around 130L of fuel.  My older LSA Jabiru has a marginally 
smaller cockpit and carries only 65L in an internal tank, which is a restric-
tion.  I would rather have the 160, but if you turn the page you will find a 
considerable price difference between the two models.

But, to go a little further, if I add the same margin again to my price 
point, I can go to a Jabiru 
230.  I could probably stuff 
a folding bike into one of 
those and save on taxi fares 
too.  It flies 20kts faster 
and is unquestionably more 
capable, but uses around 
50% more fuel.

For all that, and while I do 
not want to get too personal, 
I don’t want to be in the air 
for more than around two 
hours because my bladder 
is not what it used to be.  So 
while I would appreciate the 
extended range, there are 
few occasions I would use 
it.  Neither of these aircraft, 
while undoubtedly more ca-
pable, will allow me to do 
much more than I can now.

It is easy with any device 
to lust after additional 
features and, for all of us, 
there will be choices we 
make which are not en-
tirely rational in terms of 
a strict performance-for-
the-dollar assessment.  I 
have written in the past 

about my attachment to Apple devices, of which I have a fair suite.  Simi-
larly, my motorbike is pristine and has more capability than I will ever use. 
Our family car, which my wife is inclined to fill with horse stuff, is rubbish.  
Such is the joy of life.

So, there is no point in getting too clinical.  If ownership of a gorgeous 
aircraft is your thing, then go for it and economise elsewhere, perhaps on 
a Windows phone.  Unless your decision is outrageous you won’t regret 
it, although I am appalled at the number of aircraft owners who have 
told me their attachment to aircraft has cost them a marriage.  We avia-
tors should always remember how privileged we are to be in the position 
where even considering aircraft ownership is possible. And if your other 
half gives you whole-hearted support, you are even luckier.

There are only two risks for those of us on limited means.  Kidding 
ourselves about what we actually need and kidding ourselves about the 
rationality of our priorities. 

HOME BUILDER

Kidding ourselves
THE BEST BITS ABOUT BUILDING YOUR OWN BY DAVE EDMUNDS

“It is always possible to find an 
aircraft incrementally more capable 

than the one you have”

R

R
R
R

R

www.flyinglegend.com.au

Tucano T27 replicia
Rotax 100-130hp*
Retractable Gear
Factory Alodine
Bladder Tanks
Kit or Quick Build

RFlying Legend
Tucano
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V IEWPOINT

I T seems to be the same old story. 
Got to get home - just enough light/

fuel, the cloud is down around the hills, 
the on-track terrain is rising, so descend and 
stay beneath, maybe you can pick a track 
around it?

All too quickly you’ll find yourself desperately 
looking for non-existent gaps in a frantic last 
ditch bid to remain visual and on track. Soon 
to follow will be a steep angle of bank, low air-
speed and worsening visibility.

All too quickly confusion will kick in and 
kneejerk control inputs become ‘mode select’. 
At this point you might as well not have an in-
strument panel because you are not likely to 
believe it anyway. Your total focus will relate to 
what’s going on outside the aircraft while your 
mind will be busily computing the dodgy inputs 
being transmitted from your rear end. 

The very thing which can save your unfortu-
nate sorry arse is staring you in the face, but the 
onset of panic makes you completely oblivious 
to it. It’s as if your VFR instructor is standing be-
hind you saying “ah well, ah, ah, you’re not IFR”. 
Right at this moment you might as well bend 
down and kiss your arse goodbye, because the 
reality is that unless you become proficiently 
IFR in the next few seconds you might never see 
the sun shine again.

Scary stuff? Too right it is. Hangar stories 
abound of “the time I almost didn’t make it”. 
Plenty of whizz wheels have been won by in-
cloud confessions and such tales. However, the 
sad fact remains, so many never see the other 
side. When are we going to wake up?

Hopelessly lost, hopelessly disorientated, 
equals hopelessly under-equipped and under 
trained. The echoed words of your VFR instructor 
won’t save you once you’ve entered low level cloud 
in a confused and disorientated state, sporting a 
dodgy panel and a serious lack of training.

If you want to live long enough to make old 
bones in aviation you have two basic options;

1. Stay home on cloudy days;
2. Get an instrument rating.
Unfortunately both options come with a bag 

full of associated problems.

STAY HOME
You never intended to go flying in scuddy weath-
er, but the cloud wasn’t quite true to forecast, 
the front was slower moving than predicted and 
the cloud didn’t clear as fast as anticipated so 
you soldiered on to take a peek and found your-
self somewhat up the proverbial creek without 
a paddle.

GET A RATING 
You can spend a truck load of dollars on an in-
strument rating, only to discover it is bewilder-

ing. More rules, regulations, requirements and 
super tricky exams than you’d ever thought pos-
sible.  Bags and bags of paperwork and amend-
ments that will see you sitting on the lounge 
room floor amending docs till midnight. What 
fun. Unless you are a full time or budding char-
ter/airline pilot or a privateer with a diamond 
mine, you will never keep your rating current.

So where does the answer lie for recrea-
tional pilots – Training or aircraft design? Partly 
both of these.

TRAINING
How many hours of instrument training or under 
the hood instruction is required for the issue of 
an RA-Aus licence? I believe the answer is none. 

If one day you unwittingly stray into a bit of 
white puffy stuff, you are on your Pat Malone. 
It may be true to say that it is a visual licence 
and pilots are taught to stay out of cloud, but 
the fact still remains people are getting caught 
and getting killed. The instrument training re-
quired for a basic GA licence is minimal at best, 
a few hours to tick the box and move on to 
other things, never revised or re-tested. Under 
the hood requirements for a GA bi-annual flight 
review is also nil, so even if you have your GA 
licence you will never be asked to demonstrate 
your ability to keep the aircraft straight and level 
without reference to horizon or ground.

DESIGN
At a fly-in have you ever looked at a sporty lit-
tle home built or kit aircraft and thought “Wow 
that looks great!!” only to put your head into the 
cockpit and find that the tacho takes pride of 
place on the panel, mounted directly in front of 
the operator, combined with other semi-useless 
junk like the hand held radio velcro’d to the pan-
el sprouting multi directional wiring. A fat lot of 
good the taco and its associated crap will be 

when the windscreen goes white. 
It took the boffins of aviation around sixty 

years to evolve the panel into an ergonomically 
useable bit of gear. From about the mid-sixties, 
most instrument panels were gradually trans-
formed into the familiar six pack. This configura-
tion was designed for ease of scanning and sit-
uational awareness. Have we grown out of the 
need for situational awareness? Certainly not, 
but you could be forgiven for thinking so. Next 
time you are at a fly-in notice the sub-standard 
and poorly equipped cockpits on many aircraft.

But there is some fantastically clever gear 
out there and very reasonably priced, light-
weight compact units which combine synthetic 
vision, flight and engine instruments, GPS, au-
topilot and much more. A basic six pack (Air 
Speed Indicator, Artificial Horizon, Altimeter, 
Turn & Bank, Directional Gyro, Vertical Speed 
Indicator) will set you back a meagre $2,800. 
Dynon produces the D1, a nifty electric Artificial 
Horizon aptly nicknamed The Lifesaver.  

There’s not much of an argument these days 
for being underequipped. If the price of safety 
is too much for you, then consider snooker or 
darts as a recreational pursuit instead. 

What needs to be done?
Get rid of that tacho from the middle of 

the panel and replace it with something like a 
Dynon D1 or similar, something that may save 
your sorry arse some day.

Invest in a little training and spend some 
time under the hood with a forward thinking in-
structor who’s not stuck in VFR mode.

Talk about these issues at fly-ins and club 
functions and practice under the hood with the 
aid of a safety pilot in good conditions.

Footnote. My bi-annual came due while writ-
ing this and I was pleased that my Testing Offic-
er put me under the hood, covered the GPS and 
requested 360 degree turns, climb/descend 
and tracking tasks.  I passed.  

Scared to Death
BY ROD ROBERTSON

Your ideal travelling companion, 
with the new Turbo Diesel power, 
running on Pump or Jet A diesel. 
Also available with Rotax 912 
series motors.

The standard FK9 is already 
2” wider than the Cessna 172, 
now in the WB version it easily 
accommodates larger and taller 
pilots in 3 way adjustable seating, 
including seat height adjust. 
The FK9 design with its rugged 
integrated load bearing safety 
frame has been proven for over 
25 years and in the FK9 ELA is 
also available in tri-gear, tail-
dragger and fl oatplane versions.

The existing FK9 ELA standard 
width body, can also be fi tted in 
series production with the latest 
German built FlyEco turbo diesel 
or turbo petrol version.

Cruise at <8 ltr/hr and fuel 
anywhere you fl y in our vast land!

 
The fi rst 
production 
LSA with 
diesel power

silentwingsaviation.com
phone (02) 43 6930 43          

German engineering and innovation

FK9 ELA FK12 Comet FK14 Le Mans SW51 MustangFK14 Polaris

Now with extra room and range 
for touring, with payload and 
economy to keep you smiling.

FK9 ELA WB
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RECREATIONAL Aviation Australia is pleased to invite all members to the  
2015 Annual General Meeting and discussion forums.

The meeting will be held from 2.00pm Saturday October 10 at the Brother’s Club, 130 Takalvan Street, Bundaberg.   
Following the AGM members are invited to a forum from 3.00pm for open discussions with the board and CEO.

BOARD ELECTIONS
Michael Monck (NSW), Tony King (SQLD), Trevor Bange (SQLD) and Ed Smith (WA) were each re-elected unopposed.  

In Victoria, only one nomination was received so no election was required.
Members in NSW/ACT and South Australia will receive voting forms and envelopes via mail.  

The closing date is August 28. Elected board members will be notified on August 31.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
-  2015 -

Yarrawonga Flight Training 

We develop great pilots 
to do extraordinary th

ings 

THE PROPELLER SPECIALIST 

The all new 
Brolga Sport & 
Magnum series 

3 Blade 
$990.00inc 

 2,3 or 4 Blade 
 Pitch Adjustable 
 Carbon/glass 

Blades 
 Alloy Hub 
 Hard ware kit 
 Full warranty 

2 Blade 
$755.00inc 

4 Blade 
$1225.00inc 

ELECT ION STATEMENTSELECT ION STATEMENTS

NSW/ACT CASUAL VACANCY  
-  2 CANDIDATES -

DON RAMSAY 
I LIVE in Newcastle East and my LSA aircraft 
is hangared at Cessnock where I am Treas-
urer of the Hunter Recreational Flying Club. I 
have a degree in commerce and qualified as 
a CPA. My finance and IT management career 
was mostly with BHP and Rio. I have served as 
a director of a major Credit Union and worked 
closely with a number of boards including as 
chief financial officer of a top 50 listed public 
company. 

I was pleased to be nominated to stand in 
the by-election to replace Andy Saywell whom I 
have known for a few years now and for whom 
I have the greatest respect.

RA-Aus was originally founded by a hand-
ful of enthusiasts on an aero club-like basis. 
However, with close to 10,000 members and 
an annual turnover approaching $3 million, it 
has long since outgrown aero club status. An 
organisation this size needs people at board 
level with the qualifications, experience and 
skills to ensure it is being well managed. It 
needs board members committed to strict 
governance and with a strategic vision for 
making RA-Aus into the best it can be for the 
benefit of its members. 

The board also requires skilled aviators to 
ensure it is more than just a business. While 
I came to aviation later in life, my passion for 
flying is as strong as anyone’s and I am totally 

committed to RA-Aus’ primary goal of safe, 
affordable and fun flying. We need our board 
to work hard to obtain true equivalence of our 
Pilot Certificate with CASA’s RPL. CASA says 
they are equivalent, but that doesn’t make 
them equivalent.

The current board, and particularly the Ex-
ecutive of Mick Monck, Tony King 
and Jim Tatlock, has done a very 
good job. We also have a CEO who 
demonstrates superior manage-
ment skills and has achieved a 
high level of morale in the office 
with our capable staff. 

I have a particular interest 
in the management information 
systems and the data and service 
improvement project currently be-
ing well led by our CEO.  With my 
finance background, I think I can 
make a useful contribution in our 
commercial and administration areas, includ-
ing financial planning and risk management.

CONSTITUTION REFORM
Over the past three years, I have helped de-
velop and proposed a significant number of 
amendments to our Constitution to promote 
good governance and better communication 
by the board with the members. Almost all 

of these proposals received the testing 75% 
majority vote by the membership. While these 
amendments have achieved their objectives 
and facilitated the extraordinary General 
Meeting at Queanbeyan in February 2013, 
they are just a start.

In 2015, we face a complete rewrite of our 
Constitution that will achieve the 
structure and board reforms so 
many of us consider necessary 
to ensure we never go back to the 
situation which existed in 2013. 
My experience in organisation 
design and familiarity with the 
current constitution and corpo-
rations law will, I hope, be useful 
in achieving the best reform out-
comes for RA-Aus members into 
the future.

I would greatly appreciate 
your vote so I can make my con-

tribution to these important development pro-
jects and get RA-Aus set up for the very bright 
future it deserves.

I welcome any questions you may have and 
I can be contacted by phone (0418 257 793) 
or by email (dar21347@gmail.com).

By-Law 4 declaration:    I hold no positions 
of income, remuneration or honorarium in any 
organisation with aviation related interests.

BARRY BROOKES WRENFORD
MAJOR POLICIES
1) AS part of the team, to obtain substantial 
ongoing funding from the government to re-
duce the increased cost burden 
upon us (as with the magazine) 
for which CASA is responsible. 
We make up a large and grow-
ing proportion of single engined 
private aviation in Australia and 
need to be supported accordingly 
to maintain  CASA’s ongoing safety 
demands.

Ever thought that the private 
GA pilot flies for exactly the same 
reasons that we do? We both fly 
for pleasure, for travel for any rea-
son, to take up a friend, for scenic 
flying and to keep current. Yet we are called 
sport flying and have to self-finance, whereas 

pilots using the same aircraft under a VH ban-
ner, get it without cost. We are simply another 
branch of light aviation, using modem technol-

ogy, to which many GA pilots are 
migrating. It has become dominant 
in Europe. We are expected to pro-
vide basically the same safety as 
CASA provides, using the support 
of a single workman’s wage from 
the government to do this.

The shift of GA pilots from CASA 
across to us, plus the encourage-
ment for us to manage higher 
weight aircraft, is reducing CASA’s 
costs at our expense. Their savings 
have to be transferred to us and 
our costs for running safe aviation 

have to be realistically supported by the govern-
ment and not by us individually.

2) To support Michael Monck with his ongoing 
initiatives, which include making us fully profes-
sional with the new constitution and a profes-
sional board. Through this management, these 
changes will go a long way to making us better 
recognised, respected by government, CASA and 
the aviation world. The results of this transition 
are vital for our government approaches to gain 
the financial support that we need.

3) To see curbs placed upon our own regu-
lations and to encourage RA-Aus’ role to be a 
buffer between the overregulation policies of 
CASA and our members. Regulations do not 
make a pilot safer and cost everyone. Hundreds 
of extra CASA regulations have not made avia-
tion any safer than it was 50 years ago. The al-
ternative for regulations is an safety attitude, 
which I wish for RA-Aus to foster increasingly 
through clubs, instructors and pilots.
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BARRY BROOKES WRENFORD CONT’D
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE
1954 to 1977 - Worked in a private rapidly grow-
ing surface coatings company, which passed 
through many cycles of growth pains such as RA-
Aus is now experiencing. Trainee to Chief Chem-
ist to Technical Director on the board. Much 
marketing/business training and designing of 
automated production lines with overseas travel 
and customer contact.

1977 to 1980 - Acted as consultant to the 
company while starting the family owned Alpine 
Soaring at Jindabyne as a high altitude gliding 
centre.

1980 to 1990 - Operated Alpine Soaring, with 
many club visits, without accidents or incidents 
and flights up to 32,000ft. Also a large format 
professional photography business recording 
every aspect of the Snowies.

1990 to 2000 - Pioneered and operated a 
family computer based desktop publishing/mar-
keting business before this existed elsewhere. 
Board member and secretary of Tourism Snowy 
Mountains.

2000 to present - Fully retired. Built four kit 
aircraft.

FLYING EXPERIENCE
60 years of accident free leisure and sport fly-
ing and gliding, 10,000 landings in 100 types of 
aircraft.

1955 to 1964 - Trained in Tiger Moths with 
Royal Aero Club of NSW. Flew every single en-
gined aircraft in that period.

1964 to 1977 - Converted to gliders and flew 
tug aircraft. Tugmaster, club secretary, instructor, 
CFI, National Gliding School instructor. Competi-

tion gliding.
1977 to 1990 - CFI operating high altitude 

soaring centre in the Snowy Mountains. Operat-
ed tugs, gliders and powered sailplanes and fully 
maintained the latter. Detailed study of wave, in-
version wave and rotor, passed on to the power 
and gliding community.

1993 to 1997 – Paragliding.
1997 to present - Built four aircraft, two being 

seaplanes. Helicopter flying. Technical Council-
lor and Authorised Person for SAAA - Senior in-
structor with RA-Aus. Level 2 maintenance, with 
previous maintenance/repair authorisations for 
gliders and motor gliders and thinking of building 
something else.

I am retired and have no income derived 
from, or any association with, aviation related 
interests.

VICTORIA 
-  IN V ICTORIA ,  TERESA AVIL A WAS THE ONLY PERSON NOMINATED  

AND WILL BE DULY APPOINTED IN OCTOBER -

TERESA AVILA 
I HAVE been a passionate and enthusiastic 
member of aviation since 2007 starting GA 
lessons at Bankstown Airport.  However work 
and personal commitments took over and 
after 15hrs of flight I let it go for a while.   In 
2010 I heard about the RA-Aus pathway to fly-
ing and I started my Pilot Certificate training in 
the fast and agile J230 Jabiru. It wasn’t long 
before I took off on my first solo 
above Bathurst Aerodrome one 
late afternoon and not long after 
that I was flying my first solo nav to 
Goulburn.   I had a taste for inde-
pendence as PIC and I didn’t look 
back.  I now have over 150 flying 
hours and plenty of stories.

I have over 20 years’ experience 
in the heavy industrial and con-
struction industry that reinforces 
my expertise in governance, policy 
setting, strategy and financial over-
sight.  I am a mechanical engineer with a post 
graduate in business.  I am an executive who 
leads a large east coast maintenance services 
business unit.  I am responsible and account-
able for all areas of compliance, governance and 
leadership across various projects and tenders.  
I lead all areas of safety, quality, financial deliv-

ery, programme, administration, work winning 
and client/stakeholder satisfaction.    I have 
spent my working career in delivery of complex 
and challenging projects in the heavy industrial 
space.  I started as a site engineer in the 90s 
and worked my way up through project manage-
ment, operational and strategic oversee.   

Everything we do in construction is governed 
by safety first.   Aviation is no differ-
ent.   Safety and compliance on the 
ground underpins safe practices 
mid-flight, whether in a micro-light, 
sports aircraft or otherwise.  From 
pre- flight inspections, registration 
renewals, BFRs, scheduled LAME 
service to mid-air checks and 
balances, safety and situational 
awareness is paramount to every 
pilot. The long standing culture of 
Australian recreational flying em-
bodies safe flying hand in hand 

with the sense of adventure and building the ex-
citement and confidence of everyone around it.     

I was an aspiring pilot as a young kid with vis-
ibility to family embedded in the RAAF, coupled 
with both parents encouraging a strong sense 
of adventure and pushed to tackle the impos-
sible. It’s exciting RA-Aus is making flying more 

and more accessible to all walks of life with a 
focus on diversity and inclusion in every facet.   

Finally, I am currently chair and treasurer for 
a not-for-profit incorporated association, artist-
run initiative operating a community-based 
venue and artists’ studios in Sydney.  It is a vol-
unteer run theatre venue for hire that services 
over 12,000 people each year and over 150 
community groups, collectives and organisa-
tions across a diverse age, nationality, gender, 
preference and interest.    I co-founded this 
space with four amazing women in 2008.  We 
banded together to create an accessible venue 
from ground up that held all relevant licences to 
stay open and would not be at the mercy of high 
rents and developers.   I am now looking for my 
next big adventure to get stuck into.  

Declaration:  In FY15 I have not received 
any income, remuneration or honoraria de-
rived from aviation related interests.  I have in 
the past received a small amount of income 
through private cross hire of aircraft with Cen-
tral West Flying, under Avila Aviation Pty Ltd, 
when hangared at Bathurst Aerodrome.  Fur-
ther there are no criminal, civil or other proceed-
ings current or reasonably anticipated against 
m, the nature of which would or might adversely 
affect RA-Aus or my duties.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
-  T WO CANDIDATES -

BARRY WINDLE
MY aviation story is short!  Just four years of fly-
ing an Airborne XT 912 Tourer trike now based 
at Callington near Murray Bridge SA after learn-
ing to fly with Mallee Microlights at Lameroo. I’m 
the volunteer Secretary of Southern Districts 
Flying Club (an incorporated association) locat-
ed at Strathalbyn and particularly 
enjoy cross-country flying into the 
Mallee, the Riverland and further 
afield.  I have no other interests, 
commercial or otherwise with any 
aspect of the aviation industry.

I retired from full time employ-
ment in 2004 after nearly 40 
years in roles from Cadet to Execu-
tive Director in the SA Department 
of Agriculture and its various forms 
over that period.  Since 2004 I 
have been a part time adviser in 
several projects most recently in 
the South Pacific, and have held several Board 
and committee positions including seven years 
as Deputy Chair of the CRC for National Plant 
Biosecurity, a national, not-for-profit company 
limited by guarantee.  I currently chair a statu-
tory fishing advisory committee for AFMA and 
also the Board of the Adelaide Hills Interna-
tional Sculpture Symposium Inc., a not-for-profit 
community incorporated association.

This experience in government, private sec-
tor projects, statutory committees, incorporat-
ed associations and on the Board of a company 
limited by guarantee should enable me to make 
a worthwhile contribution to RA-Aus, particular-
ly during this period of looking at new organisa-

tion structures, improving efficien-
cy and getting a stronger focus on 
protecting and delivering benefits 
to its membership.

While the current Board and 
management appear to have 
made good progress in resolv-
ing past issues and moving to a 
more secure business model, the 
work ahead should not be under-
estimated given the complexity 
of changing Board and manage-
ment structures and systems and 

the perceptions and expectations 
of members, CASA and government.  All this 
needs to be done with minimum cost and dis-
ruption to our recreational flying and with the 
understanding and support of RA-Aus mem-
bers.

To ensure a great future for recreational 
aviation and for my fellow members, RA-Aus 
will need to work constructively with other or-
ganisations covering recreational flying in all its 

forms and with the Australian government and 
the regulators to achieve a sensible and practi-
cal policy environment.

As a member, I want my flying organisation 
to be competent, efficient and highly respected 
for the work done to protect my enjoyment of 
the amazing opportunity and freedom we have 
to fly within un-complicated, safe and consist-
ent boundaries.

As a Board member, I will maintain a focus 
on our duty to plan strategically and to respon-
sibly invest member’s funds for the long term, 
to set the direction and standards for manage-
ment implementation and reporting and to 
evolve the organisation to the most efficient 
and effective model that we can devise to se-
cure our future.

JIM MCDOWALL
I HAVE no financial interest in any aviation relat-
ed business. I aged 60 and am self-employed.

As a Board member of RA-Aus I will use 
my extensive commercial experi-
ence to assist the Association to 
serve the interests of its mem-
bers in a professional manner. 
In the course of my occupation I 
regularly review legislation, make 
submissions to enquiries held 
by various governments and am 
comfortable negotiating with reg-
ulators at all levels.

I believe that all the sports 
aviation bodies need to urgently 
address structural issues within 
the industry sector, not only to 
maintain relevance to the current member-
ship but also to increase awareness of the joys 

and benefits of flying as a recreational pur-
suit among the broader population in order to 
maintain the growth of RA-Aus.

Building a 95.10 aircraft was 
a vastly rewarding for me and I 
firmly believe that ‘amateur’ air-
craft construction is the bedrock 
on which RA-Aus is built and that 
we need to not only jealously 
guard our privileges in this arena, 
but also take steps to ensure that 
maintenance of RA-Aus aircraft 
does not become overburdened 
by a system that may be more 
suited to airliner maintenance.

In short, I will fearlessly prose-
cute the interests of the members 

to ensure that their rights are not diminished 
by any action by any third party.
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2671 JABIRU SP 500/6 19-3717 
 

Well maintained. 476.9 hrsTT. Engine rebuild 1.9 hrs 
123kts @19ltrs hr. Sweetapple cruise prop, custom 
extractors, 10 ply mains, 85ltr tank. , fuel flow meter. 
XCom VHF & headsets, + UHF & GPS. Grim voltage 
regulator, Anderson jump start plug. Deliver 
anywhere. $40,000 . 08 9921 8790

3428 JABIRU J230C 
 

Great aircraft latest engine updates completed, too 
much work not enough time fly. New prop no 
accidents great touring aircraft, mains spats not 
shown in pic. $65k 0411 123 669 I’m also interested 
in share holders the aircraft is located at northam wa 
min two share holders $25k.

3524 STORM 300 
 

Ultralight Storm 300 two seater Aluminium aircraft 
. 7 hour endurance, Rotax 100 hp engine. Wood 
Comp variable pitch constant speed prop. Engine 
recently gone through full 100 hourly maintenance 
as per RAA requirements. VHF icom radio, Verticle 
speed & turn coordinator Bill 0428176172 
$52,000. ONO

3694 UNFINISHED PROJECT 
 

2 place low wing needs a new home.Fuslarge, cowling 
and tail group are finished ,needs “D” covering on the 
wings , tanks are done, just needs a canopy. Originally 
designed for a Subaru but a 912 or Jab would be 
lighter.$3000 ono Contact Paul at paulbck@vision.
net.au  or 0417 513 414

3865 FOR SALE JABIRU J200 
 

Airframe TT570 hours, Factory rebuilt Solid Lifter 
Engine150 Hours. Recent Jabiru Repaint, Factory 
Service. GA Panel, Analog instruments, Microair 
Radio, 2XGPS,Total Fuel 140Litres. Strobe Lights, 
external power, Cold Start Adaptor, spare Prop. Lovely 
plane, cruise at 118kts at 21Litres, Heated Cabin. 
Located Dubbo, $60,000ono contact Jeff, 0418 
843954

3909 ZENITH CH 300 
 

ZENITH TRI-Z 2+2, LIGHT SPORT AIRCRAFT. CRUISE 
110 KTS, RANGE 900 N.M. LYC 0-320, ALL 
ALUMINIUM AIRCRAFT. T/T 32 HRS. ALL OLIO 
UNDERCARRIAGE, ALL INSTRUMENTS, GPS, RADIO, 
TXPDR-MODE C, STALL 48 KTS, WITH FRESH 100 
HRLY.. CONTACT BOB, 02 64959251 OR bobo-

shkosh@yahoo.com  $35,000 O.N.O. THIS IS GA 
REGISTERED AIRCRAFT.

3942 VP1A VOLKSPLANE 
 

VP1A Volksplane. Total hours only 1143, 21 hours 
since engine rebuild. Registration number 19-0484, 
Full flying tail, enclosed cockpit. Only using around10 
litres per hour, ICOM radio and GPS fitted in cockpit. 
Thompson Propeller. Well maintained overall and 
ready to fly. Only $7500 o.n.o. Call Harry 0412 
426581 for details

3991 JABIRU LSA 55/3J 
 

factory built great aircraft to fly always housed in 
hangar, engine well maintained with all required 
updates done 135 hrs on engine and 604 on 
airframe. Lambswool sear covers, full dash with extra 
instruments. phone John 0428727152 jolaney@
bigpond.net.au  $32500.00

4000 SAPPHIRE 
 

SAPPHIRE 19 3866. 168hrs 503 Rotax, 3 stage 
flaps, 58lt wing tanks, cruise 80kt+. Always hangared, 
ICOM radio. Hangared at Lakes Entrance VIC. 
$15,000 and prepared to negotiate. Ph Jack 0429 
801 548.

4016 QUICKSILVER GT400 10-1342 
 

503 DCDI 294Hrs Airframe 664Hrs. Dual EGT’s, CHT’s, 
& Tach’s. Voltmeter.Fully enclosed roomy cockpit. Long 
range tank. Oversize Lightwing wheels & tyres. IVO 
prop. Good condition. Flies straight. Docile & easy to 
land. Great STOL. Airframe & engine proven & reliable. 
All manuals. Always hangared (YCAB) $8500 
feendene@bigpond.net.au  07 32564047

4056 ESQUAL VM1 
 

Almost completed all glass Esqual VM1. Fast 
cruising machine. Upgrades to the fuel, canopy 
frame and throttle system . Carbie heat as well . New 
Rotax 912 Engine with a Rospeller constant speed 
prop. Wiring done with factory harness .110 litre fuel 
tanks .Strobe lights reptonsa@bigpond.com 
0409371001 $80000 ono

4127 EUROPA CLASSIC 
 

Europa classic only 58 total hrs GA registered but can 
be Registered RAA full GA panel elec 
trim,AH,DG,transponder icon radio with intercom and 
strobe it comes with its own purpose built trailer two 
new ANR headsets pilot with Bluetooth 125 knot 
cruse on 13 litres $60,000 phone Tony 0429132128

4140 PLAN BUILT SONEX 
 

Plan built Sonex. First flight Dec 09, 95 hours engine 
and airfame. StratomasterMaxi single instruments, 
ICOM radio, separate analogue ASI, Cruise 90-95 
kts@16 l/hr. Aerovee engine. Located Lethbridge 
Airport, $30,000, near offer would be accepted. 
Please contact Ronald Stares 03 9314 3513. Please 
contact me by phone only

4153 CLASSIC SEAREY FOR SALE 
 

new engine 2014 (912 ULS-3) TBO now 
15years,2000hrs . Always Hangared, new condition, 
spares, tools, seaplane kit, full instruments,moving 
map GPS. A$90k ono. Long Range Fuel Tank, Ground 
Power, build supervised by retired TAA engineer. CASA 
and RAA endorsement.Ph Jack 0414 737 400 no 
damage history $85 000 A.

4229 EUROPA MONOWHEEL 
 

EUROPA MONOWHEEL Brand new aircraft. 25 total 
time. Flies beautifully. 130 kts cruise @ 17 lt/hr. 
Rotax 912 with Airmaster AP332 propeller. Dynon 
Skyview panel. XCOM radio. 2K professional paint 
work. Selling because builder has lost medical. Test 
flying by RAAUS certified instructor. $85000 ono 

Contact Drew Done 0427316524 dj.done@bigpond.
net.au 

4291 CARBON CUB SS 180HP 
 

Cubcrafters Carbon Cub SS 180 hp beautiful plane to 
fly, call to book a time to come and have a fly, you will 
be amazed. 0414444971

4305 JABIRU 170-C. FACTORY BUILT 
 

24-5500. April 2008. TTIS 565hrs Option A Panel 
plus Garmin GPSMAP 296 and Monroy Collision 
Avoidance system. Meticulously maintained by 
experienced L2 maintainer. All ADs complied with. 
Always hangered. A fantastic little aircraft and 
wonderful to fly. Full set of Punkin Head covers 
included. Ph:Graeme (03)52298041 Mob:0497 425 
358

4319 JABIRU 160 D - REDUCED PRICE $58,000 
 

Immaculate as new condition, reg.12/09. Service 
every 20 hours. Always hangered.Leather seat 
cushions. New Sennheiser Headphones.10 ply tyres. 
On board camera. Electric flaps. External power 
socket. Garmin 296 GPS. Microair Radio.Nil accidents 
or hard landings. Can arrange delivery. 0419485525

MEMBERS ’  MARKET MEMBERS ’  MARKET

 
Eastern Australia: Reg Mob 0418 157 044

Western Australia: Rick Mob 0409 778 021

Photo shows some options

MTOW   600Kg   
Empty Weight  300-305Kg
Cruise  90 Kts       
Stall  26Kts
Take Off/Land 45m

Block Training
Accommodation

Courtesy Car

MEMBERS’ MARKET 
ADS CAN NOW ALSO BE 
PLACED ONLINE. VISIT 
WWW.RAA.ASN.AU/

MARKET 
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4351 JABIRU J230D 
 

Factory built 2008. 321 hours. Analogue instruments, 
Microair Radio and Transponder. Garmin 396 GPS. 
Sensenich prop, red leather seats, strobe and landing 
lights, L2 LAME maintained. Fully upgraded. Life 
jackets, spats & 10 ply tyres. South Aust based. 
Always hangared and in excellent condition. Great 
value at $70000. James 0417838991

4353 VINTAGE PIPER CUB J3C85 
 

Piper Cub J3C85 1946 Engine rebuilt by Riverina 
Airmotive Dec 2011 TTSO 91 hours TTIS 3806, VHF, 
UHF, starter, reupholstered, maul tailwheel, beautiful 
aircraft $75,000.00 Phone 0886481813 or 
0428826551 or email kestral@activ8.net.au 

4393 LIGHTNING LS1 SPORT AIRCRAFT 
 

100 hourly just completed,inspection 
completed,registered,Jab 3300, 60 Hrs, through 
bolts replaced, Dynon D180 Panel,Garmin VHF radio 
& transponder,compass,ASI,Trio A/pilot,electric trim & 
flaps. New tyres & battery. All in V/G condition any 
inspection welcome. SA All Offers considered no 
further use. 0408-813501

4421 WINTON JACKAROO 
 

Winton Jackaroo Always Hangared good condition 
Robin Engine. Comes with Trailer Price $2000 Ono. 
Ph 0427521363

4460 JABIRU 230D 
 

2010 factory built J230D. Only 129 hrs. Dynon 180 
EFIS. Microair Transponder. Garmin 495 GPS. 
ATR500 Radio. Cabin Heater. Leather seats. Always 
hangared. Serviced every 25 hrs by L2 Maintainer. 
Excellent aircraft in new condition. Cruise 120 kts. 
Located at Wedderburn Airport Sydney. $77000.00. 
Phone Michael Sladek 0418 111 787

4461 AIRBORNE XT-912 REG 32-5399 
AirBorne XT912 Tundra. 
186 Hrs. Always 
hangared. Serviced 
every 25 hrs. Microair 
radio. Streak3 Wing. 
Skydat GSX display. Tall 
windscreen.Two 
headset/helmets & all 
protective covers for 
Xcountry adventures. 
Passenger training 
bars. Free fully 

enclosed trailer included for purchaser. Phone 
Michael Sladek 0418111787

4487 BRUMBY 610 
 

This aircraft is brand new and has a Dynon 180 glass 
cockpit plus Garmin 495 GPS and VHF and 
Transponder. Total time is 13.00 hours Engine time is 
500. $120000.00 Contact 0407334456

4488 ZENAIR CH-200 
 

Zenair CH-200.VH or RA-AUS Great looking aircraft 
loads of performance from the 130HP Continental 
0-240. Professionally overhauled 50hrs ago. New 
paint. Two seat tricycle cruise110kts+. Day/Night VFR 
new Icom A-210, Nav lights ,beacon and landing light. 
New concorde battery. IVO prop. 400hr TT AFE Fresh 
annual upon sale. 0421312379

4493 AIRBORNE OUTBACK 582LC 
Airborne Outback 582. 
New engine only 17 
hours. As new Streak 
2B wing 46.6 hours. 
Helmets. Icom radio. 
Intercom. Training bars. 
Covers. This Trike is as 
new, always hangered 
and is situated in 
Bunbury Western 
Australia. $22000. 
Phone 0408949004 

email microlights@iinet.net.au 

4501 JABIRU J160 C 
 

2005 Factory Built, TT 2050hrs, Engine 130hrs L2/
LAME maintained & rebuilt engine. Removed heads 
to inspect & replace valve collets, everything perfect. 
Fully sorted aircraft. My wife and I have flown all over 
Australia. Nil Accidents, always hangered SW Sydney. 
Transponder, GPS, 10ply Tyres, Spats. kevin@
kevinhome.net  0425 824 742 $43,000

4502 JABIRU J120C 
 

Jabiru J120c 2200B Engine. Purchased new from the 
factory 8/2008.Always hangared Caboolture Airport. 
Nil damage 244hrs.Oil and filter changed every 
25hrs,serviced as per Jabiru manual. Standard panel 
with ASI and Garmin 296 also Aero 500 GPS. 
Hangarage available at Caboolture Airport. Contact 
phone 0733002879

4505 SAVANNAH S 
 

Well maintained and hangered Savannah S with rotax 
912 with 280 total hours UHF and VHF radios and 
Garmin AREA 500 GPS. In excellent condition 
$55000 inc GST ono Phone Michael on 0427574129

4514 DRAGONFLY MOTORGLIDER 
 

FlyLight Dragonfly Motorglider. Ultimate soaring 
freedom. Excellent condition, helmet, radio, headset 
and trailer included. Can be folded into a car boot in 45 
minutes. Easy one man rig. Impeccably maintained 
and documented. Can be viewed and demonstrated at 
RAAF Base Richmond. $14,800. 0488208444.

4519 AIRSTRIP PROPERTY S.E. QLD. 
Airstrip Property S.E. Qld. 384 acres, 900m grass 
strip. 18m x 15m hanger with power and 18m x 8m 
annex. 3 bed 2 bath modern home built 2012. Local 
district offers popular Aero clubs, recreational dams 
and superb wineries. Asking $ 887,000. Contact 
owner on 0408 698 235.

4530 JABIRU/ROTAX J160 
 

Beautifully built Rotax 912 100HP J160. Fast, 
smooth, reliable. Arguably the world’s best LSA 
airframe with the world’s best engine. Full panel, GPS 
map, transponder, Dynon and more. 3 Blade Bolly 
ground adjustable, big tyres and go fast fairing. Cruise 
at 110-115, outstanding climb performance. Vic Jack 
0410 479 195

4532 CORBY STARLET CJ1 
 

CORBY STARLET CJ1. TTIS 633hr Revmaster 2100 
engine 359hr since o/haul. Recent top o/haul. 
Registration and paperwork all current. Very good 
condition. Maintained by L4 fastidious owner. 
Reluctant sale $18,000. Call Mick 0407424607. 
Email mcdkhart@gmail.com

4535 PEGASUS QUANTUM 15 ROTAX 582 
 

1994 model.Total Hours:650. Rego: 32-7507. ICOM 
A20, Garmin 196, Arplast Helice Prop. 4 flying suits 
and helmets, training bars, pivoted sling wing 
supports for flat trailer. Price: $7,800. Hangared 
Mansfield, Vic. Ph 0407 849 908/03 5777 5159 
Email: purdey@skymesh.com.au 

4537 FOR SALE 2007 JABIRU J160C 
 

Jabiru J160C 2007.Allways Hangerd.Total rebuild 
300.6 Hrs ago. Total time 1098.4 Hrs. New head 
bolts 49.8 Hrs ago.Two new Main tyres.Full service 
history avalable on request.135Lt wet wings.VHF 
Micro Air.Intercom PM501.Transponder fitted from 
new.Two brand new Sennheiser S1 Passive head 
sets. Instuments include ASI,ALT,VSI,ETC. $43000.00 
ONO MOB:0428422013

4538 HUGHES LIGHTWING 912 SPORT 2000 
 

Tricycle undercarriage, Rotax 912 ULS (100hp), 
carbon fibre brolga prop and original wooden prop, 
wheel spats, heliview panel with standard instru-
ments, Micro-Air radio and transponder, always 
hangared in Ballina, all ANs completed, maintenance 
overseen by LAME, including updated fuel pump, 
regulator and heavy duty starter motor. $28000. 
Geoff 0266760325

4539 SAVANNAH VG 100HP 
 

Savannah VG 912 100 H.P. 600 hours. Kiev 3 blade 
prop, Oversized tires, XCom radio, Microair 
Transponder, Fuel flow meter, Odyssey Battery, Long 
range fuel tanks (140L), GME Epirb included 
$50,000. Located in Yeppoon QLD Call Tom on 
0439336434

4541 ESQUAL VM1 EUROPA 
 

Esqual VM1 Europa 6cyl Jabiru 3300 engine (125hp) 
- 178hrs only. Excellent Condition - Leather Interior 
Always hangered Garmin GPS Rego 19.3839 $60,000 
(incl GST) ono Contact Nick on 0417 195 608

4545 SPARVIERO WITH 100HP ROTAX 
 

Sparviero with 100hp rotax.Under 100hrs t.t. -- Cruise 
110kts+, Fuel cap 120ltrs. Bags 30kgs. All motor ADs 
done.Short t/o & land (barn door flaps.) Extreme 
comfort. Returning to NZL reason for sale. Bargain at 
$80k plus GST .reg24-7801. Ph Nico 0357458250 or 
Geoff 0413 152 288

4553 TECNAM P92 ECHO 
 

Good condition professionally maintained by LAME 
since new. One Owner MTOW upgraded to 600 kg 
pending Service Bulletin from Tecnam Dynon D100 
EFIS, ICOM A210VHF & Intercom Garmin GTX327 
transponder, Garmin Aera 500 GPS Contact stuart.
rushton@rvac.com.au  or Royal Victorian Aero Club 
(03) 8586 7777

4559 FOR SALE 
Brand new Microavionics helmet with UL 200 ARN 
headset plus accessories, size M, valued $1200 
selling $1000. Bolly prop three blade Brolga Sports 
model, brand new $850. Rotax 582 blue head, 
gearbox, carbies, radiator, exhaust, tested fine $2000 
call for details. Roma, Qld, 0427377989. email kir-
rindunn@bigpond.com 

4561 AFFORDABLE FULL L2 SERVICES 
 

A Lifetime of experience in Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineering. Full R.A.A L2 Services - 100 / 500 / 
Yearly. All engine & electrical repairs. Structural 
repairs - minor - major - rebuilds. Please ask for 
references. Working the eastern states Email: 
mackay777.ps@gmail.com  Phone: 07 49 54 1999 
after H.

4565 PIPER SPORT 
 

Piper sport 24-8108, Rotax 912uls 100hp, 115ktn 
cruise, stall 32ktns, Garmin 495 GPS, Garmin GTX 
328 Transponder, after market Sensenich three 
blade prop, cabin heating covers and plugs for 
overnight stays... To much to list! Always hangred. 
Full service and mainteinace log books aviliable 
please call John for further details. 0408243346

4566 PACIFIC HAVEN AIRPARK 
PACIFIC HAVEN AIR PARK QLD 4659 FRAZER COAST 
2 ACRES LARGE BRICKFOUR BEDROOM RESIDENCE 
4 CAR GARAGE LARGE BOAT SHED HANGER WITH 
ASPHALT TAXI WAYS TO 3000FT BITUMEN RUNWAY 
WITH PAL LIGHTS FULL SHARE TO YOUR OWN 
PRIVATE AIRFIELD 5MIN TO BURRUM RIVER BOAT 
RAMP $595.000 email airpark@westnet.com.au  
mob 0438004471

4567 AS NEW. SUIT NEW BUYER! 
4567 As New. Suit new 
buyer! Don’t spend 
$20,000 Extra Trike is 
new in showroom 
condition! Trailer, Heavy 
duty covers, “dust” 
covers, Micro Avionics 
“chopper” integrated 
helmet-headsets. Arrow 
K wing, microair radio. 
Nothing to buy. All 
included in one low 

price. $45,000, OR, $49000 with parrachute. 
airscape@tpg.com.au  0418278012 Peter.

4569 AEROCHUTE 
Aerochute dual. NEW 
PARACHUTE only 10 
hours use.Wide head 
plate, rotax 503 dual 
ignition, 312.5ttis, 
custom intercom with 
vhf/uhf radios and 
bluetooth. custom 
trailer and travel cover, 
rebuilt engine. bolly 
prop with duratuff 
leading edge. Good 

reliable machine, nothing more to buy, heaps of gear 
included. $12500 Stuart 0412216764

4570 2004 EDGE X 
CLASSIC STREAK 2B 
EdgeX Classic with wing 
carrying trailer,Rotax 
582blue head,as new 
Bolly prop, airframe261 
hrs, Rotax overhauled 
engine 57hr (o/h180 

HorsHam aviation services
ABN: 65 007 339 451

Now Importing the eurofox AircrAft:
• Quality Factory Built
• Quick folding wing design
• Glider Tow certified to 750Kg
• Short take-off & landing

And Dynon Avionics Products:
• Now with Autopilot capability
• Solid state sensors
• Checklists
• Audible alarm capability

PH: 03 5381 1727
Email: info@horshamaviation.com.au
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hrs on TIS), 1 yrold Streak 2b wing 74hr, Microair, new 
covers, new tyres, fuel panniers, log books, trainer 
bars, fully maintained condition, RAA registered Oct 
2015.Video https://youtu.be/jLTYtAnPTVE  $19,800 
Jeff 0406621202

4572 JABIRU SP 500 
 

JABIRU SP500 Aircraft in excellent condition, always 
hangared. All ADs complied with. Comes with 2 Bose 
Headsets, Tru Trak Auto Pilot, Icom A210 Radio, 
Garmin Transponder, Garmin 196 GPS, 85 Litre Fuel 
tank and Fuel camera. TT1200 hrs has new engine 
with 220 hrs. $30,000 Ph: Sandra (03)56681990 
Mob: 0428648330

4573 KR2 MUSTANG 
 

Ballistic chute, two place (77kg persons). 120 kts, 
170kts VNE, new (65hrs TT) Jabiru 2200 (ser 
22A3586), 60” Bolle prop (TT65hrs), Level 2 serviced 
Townsville. Great aircraft, great pilot fun. Spare 56” 
Bolle blades and spare Sweetapple prop for Jabiru 
56D 52P. All $28,000 Alan Middleton 0407356948.

4574 THRUSTER T 500 
 

Thruster T 500 Engine Rotax 582. 450 hours 
Airframe 1800 hours 75 L fuel tank long range flying 
Economical FUN to fly Two seater Hangared 
Woodstock Townsville $7500 Ph mob 0437563934

4577 AYRCRAFT AVIONICS - L2 MAINTENANCE - QLD 
 

Electrical, Instrument and Radio Maintenance, 
Repairs & Upgrades. Based in North QLD - Happy to 
travel to you. CASA B2 LAME / RAA L2 Authority. 
Experienced on Microlights & LSA, CASA GA, RPT 
Fixed Wing, Multi-Engine SAR/Medivac Helicopters, 
and everything in between. PH: 0421727424 info@
ayrcraftavionics.com.au  www.ayrcraftavionics.
com.au 

4578 JABIRU J160 
 

JABIRU J160 24.4814 factory built nov 2006 900 hrs 
,recent overhaul.lame maintained all ads up to date 
great condition.$35000.ph0412857107

4579 GAZELLE CA25N 
 

Aircraft is in excellent condition, always hangared, TT 
968, GA panel, Garmin 196 GPS, TSO 450 fuel flow 
meter, new 3 blade bolly prop approx 5 hours old, 
icom A200 radio, one of the best presented Gazelles!! 
Call for more details. Reece on 0439563383 or Jim 
on 0429825266

4583 FK9, IN EXCELLENT CONDTION. 
 

FK9 ELA, Rotax 100HP, TTIS approx 650 hours, 
>100kt cruise, Folding Wing Feature, 110lt fuel 
capacity, 35kg luggage capacity, Cabin Heat, Electric 

Trim, Always Hangared, Lev 2 Serviced, all records 
available, Nil Accid, Full Glass Cockpit, Dynon 
EFIS-D100, Garmin 695 GPS, Dynon EMS-D120, 
Dynon Auto Pilot, Microair radio & transponder, 
Gympie S.E.Qld $115k inc GST O.N.O. daka.qld@
gmail.com  Dave 0403 398 173

4584 FK 9 TAILDRAGGER 
 

FK 9 Taildragger, 100hp Rotax, 120lt fuel, 35kg 
Baggage Comp, Dynon D100 and Autopilot, Microair 
Radio and Transponder, 280hrs Airframe and 
engine. 2011 Factory Build. Rego: 24-8041. Mob: 
0409600361 Email: larry5843@gmail.com  
$90,000 ONO.

4585 WANTED ZENAIR 701 AIRFRAME 
Wanted a zenith airframe 701 at a later stage of 
construction Ph Nathan 0429 889985

4587 JABIRU FACTORY-BUILT 2009 J230D 
 

2009 Factory J230D, Garmin 495, MicroAir 
transponder, iPad Mini, new Matco brakes, 10-ply 
tyres, solar battery charger, Serviced every 25 hours, 
TT 397hrs. Prop/cabin covers, electric tyre pump. 
Fantastic tourer, trip 20 lph at 120 knots. Selling for 
$72K. More details: www.ivfr.net  or go@ivfr.net  or 
Thomas 0417 480 414.

4588 WINGS WANTED 
Wanted J160 or J230 Jabiru wet wings. With struts 
flaps and aerlerons if available. Serviceable condition. 
I can repair minor damage. Scott - 0458 948 092

4590 HANGER SHARE FOR SALE 
1/6th Share in hanger at Cessnock Airport, 40 
minutes from Newcastle N.S.W. Suit smaller aircraft 
type, e g. Jabiru, Lightwing, RV, Tecnam. $25,000 
ONO. Contact Roger Foster. email r-gfoster-2@idl.net.
au  Phone-02 49545579 or 0407545579.

MEMBERS CAN NOW PLACE THEIR ADVERT ONLINE
Follow this link: www.raa.asn.au/market. Your advert will still appear in the magazine, as well as online.

Advertising rates are $55 (inc gst) per issue online only, $55 (inc gst) per issue in Sport Pilot Magazine only and $88 (inc gst) per issue for both the online and 
classified advert in Sport Pilot Magazine. The deadline for print bookings is the first of the month prior to the cover date of the issue. Once the ad is booked 
for any future print and online issues, it will appear online immediately. (50 words maximum – text will be edited when it exceeds maximum limit). You can 

place 6 photos online, one photo will appear in the magazine. Neither RA-Aus nor Stampils Publishing accepts responsibility for any errors or omissions. The 
members’ market is subsidised by members and is for non-commercial sales only.  Before purchasing any aircraft/engines/equipment that appear in the 

members market make sure that the technical details and registration information is correct for that type and model of aircraft/engine/equipment. RA-Aus 
takes NO responsibility for the technical accuracy of the details and information attached to each advert in the members’ market and may not be able to 

transfer the aircraft purchase. It also reserves the right to edit or delete advertisements, which it deems inappropriate or mis-leading. RA-Aus and Stampils 
Publishing reserve the right to withdraw from publication, without refund, any ad deemed unsuitable, including low quality or faulty images. Disclaimer: 

Neither RA-Aus. nor Stamplis Publishing accepts responsibility for advertising errors and omissions. Advertisers are also responsible for assessing both the 
integrity of potential buyers, and the risks that attend online transactions. Since phishing scammers have reportedly been contacting advertisers via the RA-

Aus website, you are strongly encouraged to familiarise yourself with the ACCC’s guidelines for recognising and guarding against online scammers.

$20 Posted anywhere
in Australia

Pilot ShopYarrawonga 

We have an extraordin
ary 

range of great produc
ts

Consumables
 Aeroshell Oils, Greases & Fluids,Tools,   
 Rotax parts, Airborne parts, & much more

Pilot Supplies
 Garmin GPS, Headsets, Helmets, PLBs,
  Aircraft Accessories, Radios, Airservices   
 products & much more

Aircraft Hardware
 Bolts, Camloc’s, Tefzel Wire, & Electrical   
 fittings, Aircraft Tyres, Tubes, Sparkplugs,   
 Oil Filters & much more

1000mt Runway Private Airfield 
Coominya Airfield YBCM

Private Hire LightWing 
Rotax $135 p/h+gst

 
Modern overnight accommodation
Highly experienced CFI instructor 

lives on site

 John: 0413 452 547
www.coominyaflighttraining.com.au

COOMINYA
FLIGHT TRAINING
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GARMIN D2 BRAVO WATCH
Garmin says the new model combines more capability and 
features in an elegant design which is lighter, thinner, more 
connected and simpler to use that its earlier D2 model. With 
streamlined mode selection, a crisp colour display, enhanced 
graphics, added wireless connectivity options and an easy-
to-access METAR screen for weather information at a glance, 
the D2 Bravo is a true GPS-based flight system on a wrist. 
The D2 Bravo has a high-sensitivity GPS receiver, altimeter 
with adjustable baro setting and a 3-axis compass with HSI 
course indication. It also has a built-in worldwide airport 
database and lets you access the Direct-to and Nearest route 
functions by pressing dedicated buttons. Plus much more.
◦  PRICE From USD$699.00
◦  WEB garmin.com

EMERGENCY BEACON
GME has been designing and 
manufacturing emergency beacons 
in Australia for over 30 years. 
The AccuSat Series MT410 is the 
smallest and lightest PLB on the 
market. It has a seven year battery 
replacement life, a seven year 
warranty, built-in GPS receiver and a 
high intensity LED strobe.
◦  PRICE $375.00
◦  WEB ozpilot.com.au

KITS FOR ULPOWER
Kaolin Aviation has contracted to design and produce firewall-forward kits for popular 
kit-built aircraft, to make the choice of ULPower engines easier.
“We realise that most builders don’t want to have to design and fabricate their own 
engine mounts,” says ULPower US director Robert Helms. “And most don’t want to 
build from scratch their own cowls and baffling; or do the ancillary engineering under 
that cowl, either. Kaolin Aviation has agreed to work with our engine customers, to 
develop and produce commercial firewall-forward components that will mate with 
popular airframes not offering a factory installation.”
The fully-engineered kits will include everything forward of the firewall: mount, 
cowl, tuned exhaust, prop, spinner, baffling and hardware. They will allow use of the 
ULPower 6-cylinder 520-size engines on the Van’s RV4, where a 320-size legacy 
engine is usually found. Kaolin also plans to offer a 4-cylinder kit for the Sonex family 
in the near future. 
◦  PRICE TBA
◦  WEB ULPower.com
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OFF  THE  SHELF

The CAGIT Hunters bag the 
trophy for Heck Field

� WHERE  IS 

CAGIT

CAGIT HAS MOVED
After a long sojourn in the west, the coveted Come and Get it 
Trophy is back on the east coast. It was bagged from Geraldton by 
Michael Lawrence in a Sling 2 in late June and installed in the Heck 
Field club house, on the north end of the Gold Coast, in early July.
For a full list of the rules about capturing the CAGIT visit  
raa.asn.au/events/cagit-trophy. Also Dexter Burkill’s great  
Facebook page is a valuable resource if you are planning a  
move on it. www.facebook.com/CagitHunters?ref=hl

REMOVE  
BEFORE 
FLIGHT
For gear pins, 
plugs and covers, 
this retro reflective 
streamer stands out like 
a sore thumb in daylight, 
darkness, ambient light and 
incumbent weather. 
Each 310mm streamer comes with 
a sizeable shock cord and safety clips, 
making it versatile enough for any remove 
before flight application.
◦  PRICE $19.50
◦  WEB skyshop.com.au



67   /   SPORT  P ILOT66  /   SPORT  P ILOT

www.chfreight.com.au

HAPPY LANDINGS

Human-capable drone

A US company has conducted the first 
test flights of a purpose-built man-car-
rying quadcopter.

“It was just the proof of the concept, a very 
short flight” said inventor Pete Bitar, President 
of AirBuoyant, manufacturer of the VertiPod IV. 
“But it was exciting, doing something that’s never 
been done before, with a design for production.”

The VertiPod IV, which was expected to make 
demonstration flights at Oshkosh air show in July, 
will actually be a Hexacopter – six motors and six 
props; it will have a payload of 113 kilograms and 
be designed to fit into a big suitcase. Flight time is 
still in single-digit minutes for now, but extended 
flights are projected. 

The machine will also be able to be remote 
controlled and programmed to fly a fully-autono-
mous route. Expect to pay USD$23,950 for the 
privilege when deliveries begin next year. 

SEND IN YOUR STORIES
Got an aviation moment you’d love to 
share? Your kids or maybe your club 

get together? Send a photo as a jpeg 
attachment and a short explanation to 

editor@sportpilot.net.au



LIFE JACKETS
HM SURVIVOR
Slim line NON TSO 
life jacket with light 
and whistle .. $150
5 Year Service Life
(HM Survivor pictured)

RFD 102 MK3
Approved life jacket in sealed bag
10 year service life .................. $199

PLB and ELT
GME MT410G PLB w/ GPS .... $375
Ameri-King AK-451 ELT (406 Mhz) ....... $1295

SURVIVAL PRODUCTS

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT

Weighs
only

7.5
Kilos

INSTRUMENTS

FS450 FUEL FLOW
With Transducer, fittings, Firesleeve

and GPS interface ........ $899

JP INSTRUMENTS

NON CERTIFIED INSTRUMENTS

RC ALLEN
(TSO approved)

GH030 (vacuum) Artifical Horizon .......... $695
GH025 (electric) Artifical Horizon 14v .. $1695
GD031 (vacuum) DG .............................. $695
GD023 (electric) DG 14v ........................ $1695
BZW-4B turn coordinator ....................... $525
BG-3E Altimeter 20,000 ft ....................... $495
Vertical Speed Indicator ..................... $299
Magnetic Compass from ...................... $199
Vertical Card Compass Southern Hem. $399
Air Speed Indicators from ................... $225 

PRECISION vertical card compass $595

BENDIX/KING

MM001B Integral helmet  $879
MM001C Integral helmet with
VOX electronics ................ $1040
MM020A Helmet only ...... $360
MM001 UL100 headset ..... $479
MM001A UL200 ANR headset  $630
MM005 Powered Radio Interface $525
MM030 Single Head Strobe $210
MM032 High Power Double Strobe  $540
MM033 High Power Triple Strobe $665

MICRO AVIONICS

MID-CONTINENT (TSO approved)
MD-90-1 Quartz Clock ............... $ 449
TA102 Dual USB charging port .. $ 499
7000C.31 Vertical Speed Ind. ...... $1190
1394T100-7Z Turn Coordinator $1299
5934PM-3A.84 Altimeter 20k $2250
MD200-306 CDI ......................... $3249

4-6 PERSON TSO’d RAFTS

TSO’d raft with canopy .. $3595
TSO’d raft with FAR91 survival
equipment  ..................... $3895
Specially designed for light aircraft

“The lightest most compact
rafts in the world”

TRIG
TRIG MODE S
TRANSPONDERS ARE
AUSTRALIAN ADS-B
COMPLIANT

TT31

TRAFFIC ALERT

AVIONICS
INSTALLATION

MONROY TRAFFIC WATCH
ATD-300 Traffic Watch ... $1250
ATN-300 + ANT 300 antenna $1695
ANT-300 + ANT 300 + ARINC $2250

Ultra EFIS GPS ............ $1695
EKP-V navigator GPS ... $2495
EKP-V EFIS system ...... $3495

AVMAP

HUGE STOCK OF QUALITY NEW, USED & OVERHAULED AVIONICS

As our inventory changes daily, please call to discuss your requirements

FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS FOR
OVER 25 YEARS

RUN BY PILOTS
FOR PILOTS

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE GST
Our policy is to sell only high quality products which offer value for money. If you are not completely satisfied, please return
the goods in original condition within 14 days of purchase for replacement, exchange, or a full no quibble refund.
FOR THE BEST PRODUCTS AND SERVICE, CALL CASSIE, ROY OR HARRY ON PHONE NUMBER 03 9537 3848. All prices subject to change.

PO Box 1038, Windsor, Vic. 3181

AFFORDABLE GLASS COCKPIT AVIONICS

D2 Pocket Panel ..... $1650
portable true attitude indicator
EFIS-D60 ............ $2850
EFIS-D6 .............. $2400
EFIS-D10A ......... $3295
EFIS-D100 .......... $3650
EMS-D120 ......... $3295
FlightDEK-D180 $4850

The latest touch screen display
SV-D1000T/B 10”display ... $5950
SV-AP-PANEL A/Pilot control $850
SV-KNOB-PANEL .............. $395
SV-INTERCOM-2S ............. $450
SV-VHF COM-C25 ............. $1950
SV-COM-X83 VHF 8.33 ........ $2995
Video Input adaptor ........ $300

SKYVIEW Touch SKYVIEW

SV-D700 7”display ........ $3895
SV-D1000 10”display ..... $5250
SV-ADAHRS-200 ........... $1850
SV-EMS-220/A ................ $950
SV-XPNDR-262 Mode S .. $2695
SV-GPS-250 GPS receiver $320
SV-32 Auto Pilot servo $1150  

DYNON AVIONICS

Examples of G3X Screen Systems
7”Single system without EIS ... $6569 
7” Single system with EIS ..... $8450 
10”Dual Touch system with EIS $15400

See our website for full list
GTR 225 Com 25 kHz ........... $2895
GNS430W 28 volt (OHC) ... $11750
GNS430W (recertified) ...... $12995
GNS530W (recertified) ...... $17995 
For other Garmin Avionics please call

ÆRA795 touch screen GPS $2600
ÆRA 500 touch screen GPS  $915
ÆRA550 touch screen GPS $1560
GPSMAP 695 colour 7”GPS $2350
GPSMAP 196 ................ $750

GARMIN

HM40GA H/set ...... $195
HM40ANR H/set ... $595
PA51 child headset $195
Peltor 8006 GA H/set $459
Sennheiser HME 110 $479
Sennheiser S1Passive $579
Sennheiser S1Digital $1499
SennheiserS1Heli ..... $599
David Clark H10-13.4 $525
David Clark H10-60 $625
David Clark H10-13H $599
David Clark ProX ENC $1150

Bose A20 Headset
A20 GA twin plug w/bluetooth $1350
A20 GA twin no bluetooth ... $1250
A20 Helicopter w/bluetooth $1350
A20 Lemo w/bluetooth .... $1350
Installed wiring harness .. $75

HEADSETS

Bad-Elf Pro+GPS ...... $395 
Bad Elf Pro GPS ........ $280 
Bad Elf 1000 GPS ....... $180
Bad Elf 1008GPS ....... $200
Garmin GLO Aviation .. $195
Garmin GLO GPS ....... $175
GNS 2000 GPS .......... $150
DUAL XGPS150A GPS ... $160
DUAL XGPS160 GPS ..... $220
Kneeboards
i-Pilot for iphone ........ $ 60
i-Pilot for mini ipad ..... $ 70
i-Pilot for ipad ........... $80

iPad GPS

Portable ADS-B with Attitude
GDL 39 3D unit only .... $1100
GDL 39 3D with DC cable $1150
GDL 39 3D w/cable and battery $1230

RCA 2600 digital horizon (electric) $4395
RCA22-7 horizon (vacuum) ........... $1495
RCA82A Turn Coordinator (electric) $1495
RCA15 series D.G. (electric) from .... $3795
RCA11A-8 D.G. (vacuum) ............... $1495

HM 2 place portable ..... $199
HM 2 place for Icom ..... $199
HM 4 place portable ..... $299
PS Engineering PM500EX $425
Sigtronics SPA 400 ........ $295 

ÆRA 795

VHF TRANSCEIVERS 8.33 kHz
Remote mount very small & compact
TY91 VHF 6 watt transmitter power
for 14 volt or 28v aircraft. Fits into
57mm cut out ...................... $2595
TY92 VHF high power 16 watt
transmitter for 28 volt aircraft $6695

AVIONICS

TT21 class 2 mode S ........... $3350
TT22 class 1 mode S ......... $3850
TT31 class 1 mode S ......... $3925
TT31 (KT76A/C replacment) mode S $3850

INTERCOMS

TT21 TY91

KT74 Mode S Transponder $4350
direct replacement for KT76A/C
KX165A-02 Nav/Com 8.33 kHz $8650
KN64 DME (OHC) ............... $2995
KT76A transponder (OHC) ..... $995
KRA 10A Rad Alt (OHC) ....... $9995
KX155 Nav/Com (OHC) from $2295
KR87 ADF (OHC) system ... $3695

We specialise in 
experimental and most 

LSA aircraft.
Custom made harness

and loom service.
Garmin G3X EFIS system

and custom harness.
Dynon Skyview EFIS
and custom harness. 

Quality work fully 
guaranteed.

t (03) 9537 3848  e sales@ozpilot.com.au  w www.ozpilot.com.au

ZULU PFX ANR Headset ....... $1699 
Zulu.2 ANR GA version ...... $1350
Zulu.2 ANR Helicopter ...... $1350
Zulu.2 ANR Lemo panel ver. $1350
Sierra ANR GA version ... $999
with blue tooth and music input

The revolution continues with ZULU PFX
Improved comfort and noise attenuation
blue tooth connectivity and auto shut off

WAAS GPS
Altimeter
GoTo function
Ground speed
Track
Distance

Aviation Bundle with GPS $800
Aviation Combo Pack with D2 $1270
VivoFit Activity Monitor $169
VivoFit with heart monitor $219

Virb Elite Action Camera

D2 Pilot Watch .......... $660
D2 Bravo Pilot Watch $999

LEVIL AVIATION

iLevil Sport GPS and AHRS ...... $1095
iLevil SW GPS AHRS & ADSB .... $1750
iLevil AW GPS ADAHRS & ADSB $1995

Situational Awareness & Traffic

ATR833 OLED  8.33kHz  VHF $2295
TRT800H OLED Mode S xpndr  $3695

TRT 800H OLEDATR 833 OLED

F.U.N.K.E.
AR6201 VHF Com 8.33kHz ..... $2750
BXP6401 Mode S transponder $3395

BECKER

ICOM
IC-A15 $375 

YAESU
FTA550L $495 

YAESU
FTA750L $629 

HANDHELD TRANSCEIVERS
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